
THE LAST MAN AND WOMAN.
A Graphic Story of the Extinction of the 

Human Bice.
Th- »ri|irrnte Baltic of Sclcecc with the 

Inevitable Crowded to- the Kqualor by 
the t'oiiquerlni; Ice.

CHAPTER I. f
The earth had been inhabited for about 

twenty-two million years, and ils vital his
tory had been divided into six progressive 
periods. The primordial age, or formation 
of the first organisms (infusoria, zoophytes, 
echinodermata, crustaceans, molluscs—a 
world of the deaf and dumb and almost 
blind), had taken not less than ten million 
years to go through its different phases. 
The primary age (fish, insects, more perfect 
senses, sep» rate senses, rudimentary plants, 
forests of horse-tails and of tree ferns) 
had then occupied more than six million 
years. The secondary age (saurians, rep
tiles, birds, forests of conifer* and of 
cycadaceæ) in order to accomplish its work, 
required two million three, hundred thou
sand years. The tertiary age (mammifère, 
monkeys, superior plants, flowers, fruits, 

.and seasons) had lasted half a million years. 
The primitive age, the time of national 
divisions, of barbarism, and of militarism 
had tilled about three hundred thousand 
years, and the sixth age, that of intellectual 
humanity, had reigned for nearly two mill
ion years.

During that long succession of centuries 
the earth had grown older and the sun had 
become colder. In the tieginning of the ages 
the terrestrial globe was entirely covered by 
the waters of the ocean. Upheavals caused 
first islands, then vast continents, to emerge; 
the surface of evaporation diminished in 
extent ; the atmosphere was saturated with 
less vapor and could not well preserve the 
heat received from the sun ; so that a 
gradual decrease of temperature was brought 
about. During the first human age three- 
quarters of the globe were still covered by 
water and the temperature remained high. 
But from century to century a portion of 
the rain water pencilated through the soil 
to the deep rocks and returned no more to 
the ocean, the quantity of water diminish
ed, the level of the sea was lowered, and the 
screen of atmospheric vapor afforded only an 
insufficient protection to the nocturnal ra
diation. There resulted a slow, century- 
long decrease in temperature, and then a 
spreading of the ice, which at first covered 
only the high-mountains and the polar 
regions, but little by little invaded the tem
perate regions and insensibly lowered the 
line of perpetual snow.

On the other hand, the sun, the source oi 
all light and all heat, radiating perpetually 
without an instant of cessation, in the 
centre of cold obscure, and empty space, 
slowly lost the calorific power which caused 
the earth to live. Of an electric and almost 
bluish white, saturated with incandescent 
hydrogen, during the geological periods 
which witnessed the appearance of terres
trial life, it gradually assumed that dazzling 
whiteness, to acquire the color, perhaps ap
parently w armer, of glittering gold and such 
was its real color during the first three 
hundred thousand years of human history. 
It then became yellower and even reddish, 
consuming its hydiogen, oxidizing itself, 
metallizing itself. This slow transportation 
of its photosphere, the increase of its spots, 
the diminution of its protuberant eruptions, 
brought about a correlative decrease in the 
emission of its heat.

In consequence of these various causes the ! 
crrestrial temperature had, from cent iry to 

century, become lower. The geographical 1 
aspect of the globe had metamorphosed itself, 
the sea having several times taken the piacc 
of the land, and vice versa, and the extent 
of the sea having considerably diminished, 1 
and lieen reduced to less than a quarter of 
what it was at the adveut of humanity. The 1 
seasons which had begun in the tertiary age 1 
had perpetuated themselves through the 
centuries, but with a decreasing intensity ; 
for the summer beat. Climates insensibly 1 
approached each other near the equator; the 
glacial zones (boreal and austral) inexorably , 
forced back the temperate zones to the place ; 
of the ancient torrid zone. Warm valley* and 
equatorial regions alone were habitable; the 
rest was frozen.

From century to century humanity had 
attained forms of exquisite beauty, and no I 
onger worked materially. A network of 

electricity covered the glolie, producing at 
will all that was needed. It was then a un-1 
ified race, entirely dlièrent from the rude 
and heterogeneous races that had character
ized the first period. Doubtless the absolute 
equality dreamed of by the poets had not 
been attained, and there were still superior 
and inferior beings, seekers and indifferent, 
active and inactive men, but there were no 
more scandalous unfortunates nor irremedi
able miseries.

About the year 2,200,000 "hfter Jesus 
Christ the last great focus of human civili- j 
zation shone in the centre of equatorial 
Africa, in tho brilliant city of Sundown, 
which had alieady lieen several times raised 
again from its ashes. It was more than a 
hundred, thousand years since the spots' 
where Paris, London, Rome, Vienna, and , 
New York had stood were buried beneath 
the ice.

The capital of tffii aristocratic republic 
had attained the last limits of a luxurious | 
and voluptuous civilization. Leaving far i 
behind it the childish amusements of | 
Babylon, of Rome, and of Paris, it had ; 
thrown itself heart and soul into the most 
exquisite refinements of pleasure and en
joyment ; and the results of progress, the 
achievements of science, art, and industry 
had, during several centuries, been applied 
to raising all the joys of life to their maxi
mum of intensity. Electricity,"perfumes, 
music, kept the senses in a state of over
excitement, so that under the brilliant light 
of enchanting nights, as lieneath the veiled 
shadows of the day, the nervous system 
could no longer find a moment’s rest, and 
about their twenty-fifth year men and wo
men dropped dead to total exhaustion. 
Perceiving the increasing coldness of the 
planet and the approach of eternal winter, 
they had early maintain»dalmut themselves 
a warm and oxygenized atmosphere, milder 
mid more exciting than the old breezes from 
the woods and prairies, bad lived more rapid- 
and rushed more rashly to the inevitable 
end. The elegance of cost limes, the beauty 
of forms, had gradually risen to an unexpect
ed perfection in consequence of a pass
ional selection, which seemed to have 
no other object than immediate hapifiness. 
Wives no longer became mothers unless by 
accident.. Besides, some of the lower classes 
alone remained in condition to undertake

the duties of motherhood, fashion having 
some time been able to suppress the neces
sity in the upper social spheres.

Then it was seen that the women of the 
lower classes were the first to feel the deadly 
effects of invading cold, and the day ctme 
when it was recognized that amid the blind 
enjoyment of pleasure no woman was a 
mother or could become one. They no long
er desired the inconveniences of maternity, 
which had so long been left to the inferior 
women, and they reigned in all the splendor 
of their unblemished beauty. It was only 
when a law was passed that the entire for- 
tume of the republic would be given to the 
first woman who would give birth to a child 
that they understood the irreparable extent 
of the misfortune that had befallen the last 
inhabitants of the earth.

Doubtless the end would not have lonj 
delayed its coming, sterilized soil bei 
henceforward incapable of feeding its child
ren. But they were deluding themselves 
with the thought that perhaps by some in
genious proceeding it would become possible 
to put off the fatal period, to gain time ; and 
who knows, they said, if the climate may 
not improve and the sun smile on the un
fortunate planet.

But recriminations, regrets, sorrows, re
proaches, accusations, despair—all were 
now superfluous.'tfife had been, if not dried 
up at its source, at least rendered irremed
iably unfruitful. A special congress of the 
last survivirg members of the Medical Ac
ademy produced no satisfactory result.
They disputed violently, each member being 
accused by bis neighbor of having lent him
self to the spreading of that insane fashion; 
they nearly came to blows ; as the issue of 
the meeting the President of the Academy 
and the chief of the protectors were even 
compelled to quench their mutual anger by 
a duel with swords, and more than a year 
was spent, in physiological and political dis
cussions without result.

But a youth, the last of that race, young 
Omegar, born in the lower ranks of so.-let v, 
came with his mother, already advanced in 
age, and a rare survivor of the mothers, and 
before the assembled represent atives fecal led 
the improvidence of the governors, stigma
tized the public immorality, pointed out to 
them the general folly of which the human 
race was the victim, and demanded that 
the last constructed electric ivrostat made 
ill the Government workshops should be put 
at his disposal. He engaged to conduct an 
expedition over the whole of the equatorial 
zone which still remained habitable, and to 
see whether any human groups still existed 
on any spot.

The proposition was teceived witli enthu
siasm, a real aerial flotilla was constructed, 
and all the strong men flew away to dis
cover the land of increase.
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A Hprlng t horns.
Oh, such a commotion under the ground 

When March called, “Ho there ! ho !” 
Such spreading of rootlets far and wide, 

Such whispering to and fro !
And, " Are you ready?” the Snow-drop 

asked ;
“ ’TU time to start you know.”

“ Almost, my dear,” the Willow replied,
“ I’ll follow as soon as you go.”

Then “ Ha ! ha ! ha ! "a chorus c<me----
Of laughter soft and low,

From the millions of flowers under the 
ground—

Yes, millions, beginning to grow.

“ I’ll promise blossoms," the Crocus said,
“ When 1 hear the bluebirds sing,”

“And straight thereafter," Narcissus cried, 
“ My silver and gold I'll bring."

“ And ere they are dulled,” another spoke, 
“ My Hyacinth bells shall ring.”

And the Violet only murmured, “ I’m here,” 
And sweet grew the air of spring.

Then, “ Ha ! ha ! ha !” a chorus came 
Of laughter soft and low,

From the millions of flowers under the 
ground—

Yes, millions, beginning to grow.
O the pretty, brave things ! through the 

coldest days,
Imprisoned in walls of brown,

They never lost heart, though the blast 
shrieked loud,

And the sleet and the hail came down ; 
But patiently each wrought her beautiful 

dress
Or fashioned her beautiful crown,

And now they are coming to brighten the 
world,

Still shadowed by winter's frown ;
And well may they cheerily laugh, “ Ha ! 

ha !”
In a chorus soft and low, ,

The millions of the flowers, hid under the 
ground,

Yes, millions, beginning to grow.
—[Harper’s Young People.

Case* for Women Lawyers.
The experience of an English judge points 

out one field of usefulness for the many Wo
men who are lieginniug the practice of the 
law. He was called upon to decide as to the 
value of some gowns, and lie inspected them 
to ascertain whether they were properly 
made and fitted. But what a poor and in
sufficient judge a man must be of such mat
ters ! If a woman had been the counsel 
against the dressmaker, with what skill 
would she have criticised the manner' in 
which they were made ! And if a woman 
bad been the judge, a single glance would 
have enabled her to render a more perfect 
judgment than a long and a careful inspec
tion by a member of the sterner sex.—S'etr 
York Tribune.

Evidently a Ape el
The event of lasÉ*-- 

most interest iu i)$f i 
world of London was f veeuit of the woman 
who calls herself Gla<l** Evelyn or rrtrude 
Ellis, as best suits her coo vein nc.:, against 
William Henry Hurlbert, well known ;n 
Europe and Americans a literary man, for 
oreach of promise of marriage. This suit is 
the result of one of the most extraordinary 
and dangerous conapiraciss tnat has ever 
come within the cognizance (>f an English 
court. No one who knows Mr. Hurlbert, 
and is acquainted with his pleasant domes
tic relations with a charming and cultured 
wife, would consider the charge of this out
cast woman and her paramour in any other 
light than that of the ridiculous, if the des
peration of the conspirators had not driven 
them to bring the matter into court.

The woman Ellis charges that she met Mr. 
Hurlbert in an omnibus in the fall of 1887, 
and that lie followed her home and made 
her acquaintance, tellii.g her that his name 
was Wilfred Murray. She says that on 
May 8, of the following year, he proposed 
marriage to her. Her ptramour, Jackson, 
one of the lowest of vulga - adventurers, sup
ports her assertion that t.urlbert often call
ed on her at her home in Kensington, and 
that improper relations existed between 
them. The same Jackson has been forced 
to admit that at the same time he and the 
woman were living together as husband and 
wife.'

Mr. Hurlbert’s explanation is that his one 
time secretary, Wilfred Murray, is the per
son who had the intrigue, and that the let
ters to Miss Ellis, which were said to be in 
the master’s handwriting, were really from 
the pen of thenmu. This might lie proved 
easily enough if Murray were at hand, but 
be disappeared from Mr. Hurlbert’s sight a 
year and a half ago, and although search has 
been made for him he is not to he found.

Of course there is any amount of evidence 
brought forward to prove the woman's 
charge, including a journal covering the per
iod of the intrigue she alleges. There is ! 
nothing in the journal, however, that might 
not have been trumped up, nor is there auglil 
else in the testimony offered that is definite
ly corroborated. On the contrary, the let- i 
tens ottered in evidence are not only of so . 
vile a nature that not one of Mr. Hurlbert’s 
friends can possibly believe that he wrote j 
them, but “ Wilfrid Murray's” use of the 1 
English language is ot such a nature that it j 
would he out of the question for a man ot j 

Mr. Hurlbert's culture even to imitate it.
A correspondent saw Mr. and Mrs. Hurl ; 

bert at their home in Devere, Gardens the 
other evening. Mrs. Hurlbert had only just 
arrived from Rome. -She would have been 
in London to testify during the week, but 
Mr. Hurlbert did not exipect the trial to 
come off liefore J uly. WhAi it was set down 
for last Monday lie at once telegraphed for 
his wife, whose testimom would disprove 
many of Miss Ellis’s smemenU, but, al
though she started at oej|» for London, she 
■das (niffbfe to get 
court.

Mr. Hurlbert says tl 
fact that the Judge had 
summing up he was unal 
about the case, but that
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The United States census returns show 
conclusively 'that the negro population m 
what is known as the “black belt" in the 
South is not holding its own. This licit 
contains fifteen-sixteenths of the entire color
ed population of the country. According to 
the census of 1880 the negroes appeared to he 
increasing at a much greater rate than tho 
whites, hut this was duo, it it said now, to 
defects in the census of 1870. According to 
the census just taken there were li.900,HIM) 
colored inhabitants in the black Iwlt, as com
pared w ith 11,142,000 in 1 SSI I. Tho colored 
element increased during the decade at the 
rate of 18.00 per cent. The w hite popilla- I 
tion numbers 10,8(18,(K)ti as against 1’K),- 
(MKI in 1SS0 ; that is, it has increased at the 
rate of 24.67 per cent., or nearly twice as j 
rapidly as tho colored population. In 1880 
the pro pot tion of while to persons of color in 
these States was in the relation of 100,000 
to 41,18*i. “ During the past decade,” says
the census commissioner, “ lhe colored race 
has not held its own against the white in a 
region where the climate and conditions are, 
of all these which the country affords, the 
best suited to its developmen. ”

great deal to say, and would be prepared to 
say it. Mrs. Hurlbert was not bound by 
this convention.

“It is monstrous,” she said,” that the 
English laws are such that an infamous wo
man like this plaintiff is able to bring into 
court such a charge against a man like my 
husband. If I could only have reached 
London in time I could have proved alibis 
on several of the most conspicuous charges. 
We first learned of this conspiracy in Sep
tember, 1889. On the 5th of that month we 
paid a visit to Lord North in Oxfords! ire, 
and remained there until the 10th. On the 
day of our return I received a letter address
ed to me in a strange handwriting. It was 
handed to me just as we arose in the morn
ing. This letter contained two enclosures. 
One was a letter purporting to be written 
by Mr. Hurlbert to this woman, and the 
other was a letter addressed to Mr. Hurl
bert. 1 carried this to him in his dressing 
room, and a moment afterward he brought 
it to me in my room. It was written from 
the Allistn Hotel in Bordeaux, and the 
writer said that unless Mr. Hurlbert was 
prepared to send £200 at once by draft more 
letters of the same sort as the one purport
ing to have been written by Mr. Hulbert 
would la- sent to me. He was directed to 
address bis reply to Sancho, Nunez, Poste 
Restante and liordeanx.

“ This communication proves this black
mailer guilty of two lies. In the first place i 
the letter alleged to have lieen wri ten by j 
Mr. Hur.bert in London was dated .Sept, (i, 
and on that day we were both at Lord 
North’s place in Oxfordshire. Then she 
testified in court that she did not know that 
Mr. Hurlliert was a married man until 1890; 
and yet this very letter written in 1889, was 
directed to Mrs. W. H. Hurlbert at our j 
home in Southwell Garden- This woman 
also testified that Mr. Hurlbert proposed I 
marriage to her on May (I, 1887. On that 
very day Mr. Hurlliert joined me in Pi ris, ! 
and we "went on together to Florence, so 
that it is imposnihlc that lit- was in London 1 
at that time. 1 am ahh to prove her teeti- ' 
moiiy false in a score of .similar instances.

“ 1 am very much surprised that the Jus
tice should have considered the similarity 
between the handwriting of Mr. Hurlbert 
and his secretary so remarkable. In Talley ' 
rand’s memoirs, that have just been publish 
ed, the similarity of his se> retarys hand
writing, l'errey, to that of Talleyrand* is j 
noted, and I was reading in Rail*'* Journal 
only a very short time ago that the hand- 1 
writing of Grenfell, seen vary to the Duke 
of Wellington, w as so much like that of his 
master that Wellington himself could not 
tell the difference. Only a short time Ago I 
opened one of Mr. Hurlliert’g liooks tbit had ; 
lieen packed and stored for» longtime, and 
a letter fell out. 1 picked it up, ami to my | 
surprise it was addressed ts Mr. Hurllierb | 
in what 1 supposed to lie hi- own handwrit
ing. 1 wondered why he should have lieen 
writing to himself, and opened the letter. It 
was from Wilfrid Murray, written at the ' 
Metropolitan Club in W» hington. That 
was the first time I knew t lat his writing 
was so much like my hushed's”

Judge—“ Single or married ?” Prisoner 
sighs deeply. “ Oh, yes, sec—married.”
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