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equality and kindness with the humblest and least instructed inhabitants of the 
rural districts. Intimately acquainted with the wants and characters of their 
neighbours, they have been the promoters and dispensers of charity, and the 
effectual guardians of the morals of the people ; and in the general absence of any 
permanent institutions of civil government, the Catholic church has presented 
almost the only semblance of stability and organization, and furnished the only 

recognition of their effectual support for civilization and order. The Catholic clergy of Lower Canada, 
services. are entitled to this expression of my esteem, not only because it is founded on

truth, but because a grateful recognition of their eminent services, in resisting the 
arts of the disaffected, is especially due to them from one who has administered
the government of the Province in these troubled times.

The Constitutional Act, while limiting the application of the clergy reserves in 
the townships to a Protestant clergy, made no provision for the extension of the 
Catholic clerical institution, in the event of the French population settling beyond 
the limits of the seigniories. Though I believe that some power exists, and has 
been in a few cases used, for the creation of new Catholic parishes, I am convinced 
that this absence of the means of religious instruction has been the main cause of 
the indisposition of the French population to seek new settlements, as the increase 
of their numbers pressed upon their resources. It has been rightly observed, that 
the religious observances of the French Canadians are so intermingled with all 
their business, and all their amusements, that the priest and the church are with 
them, more than with any other people, the centres of their little communities. 
In order to encourage them to spread their population, and to seek for comfort and 
prosperity in new settlements, a wise government would have taken care to aid, in 
every possible way, the diffusion of their means of religious instruction.

The Protestant population of Lower Canada have been of late somewhat agitated 
by the question of the clergy reserves. The meaning of the ambiguous phrase 
" Protestant clergy” has been discussed with great ardour in various quarters ; and 
each disputant has displayed his ingenuity in finding reasons for a definition in 
accordance with his own inclination, either to the aggrandizement of his own sect, 
or the establishment of religious equality. Owing to the small numbers of the 
British population, to the endowment of the Catholic church in most of the peopled 
and important districts of the Colony, and, above all, to the much more formidable 
and extensive causes of dissension existing in the Province, the dispute of the 
various Protestant denominations for the funds reserved for a “ Protestant clergy,” 
has not assumed the importance which it has acquired in Upper Canada. In my 
account of that Province I shall give a more detailed explanation of the present 
position of this much-disputed question. I have reason to know, that the appre­
hension of measures tending to establish the predominance of a particular creed 
and clergy, has produced an irritation in this Province which has very nearly 
deprived the Crown of the support of some portions of the British population, in 
a period of very imminent danger. I must therefore most strongly recommend, that 
any plan by which the question of clergy reserves shall be set at rest in Upper 
Canada, should also be extended to the Lower Province. The endowments of the 
Catholic church, and the services of its numerous and zealous parochial clergy, 
have been of the greatest benefit to the large body of Catholic emigrants from 
Ireland, who have relied much on the charitable as well as religious aid which they 
have received from the priesthood. The priests have an almost unlimited influence 
over the lower classes of Irish ; and this influence is said to have been very
vigorously exerted last winter, when it was much needed, to secure the loyalty of 
a portion of the Irish during the troubles. The general loyalty exhibited by the 

Importance of con- Irish settlers in the Canadas, during the last winter, and the importance of main- 
sideration for the taining it unimpaired in future times of difficulty, render it of the utmost moment 
Catholic clergy that the feelings and interests of the Catholic clergy and population should inva-

411 Peef " riably meet with due consideration from the Government.

Financial system Setting on one side the management of the Crown Lands, and the revenue 
should be settled by derived therefrom, which will be treated of fully in another part, it is not ueces- 
focal government- * sary
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