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careful study of Its claims as a system adapted to 8t. 
John. The opposition of The Standard Is also the result 
of years of experience with the present system, seeing Its 
taulte and, at the same time, the strength of the funda
mental principles which underlie it. A constant at
tendance at City Hall, day In and day out for some 
years, reporting every meeting In the public press. In
vestigating every problem and studying every phase of 
civic administration has a tendency to educate the mind 
on these matters and assist at conclusions. The 
Standard may be wrong and the advocates of a com
mission may be right, but such opinions as appear In 
these columns are the result of the personal experience 
and the conviction of the editor of this journal,
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Another chapter was added to the history of Ahe 
St. John Valley Railway project yesterday, when the 
report of the survey which was made under the direc
tion of Mr. n. F. Maxwell as chief engineer last summer 
and autumn, was submitted to the Legislature, 
survey Is the result of legislation passed by the Hazm 
Government at the session of the Legislature In 1910 
and Is really the first practical step taken to secure 
the construction of this most Important railway. For 
many years—too many altogether—the building of this 
railway has been discussed, but to Mr. Hazen belongs 
ilie credit of having taken the first forward step to 
secure for the people residing along the valley of the 
River 8t. John, the oldest settled district of New Bruns
wick, a much needed means of transportation.

It would be at once tiresome and unprofitable to 
go into the details of the many schemes of the past to 
build this railway. Many Influential men in the Prov
ince have interested themselves in the project, and 
there has actually been some construction work done 
on two or three sections of the railway, but every ef
fort has so far proved a failure. In the early days 
only n local railway was sought. Today the project 
lias assumed National importance, and the report of 
Mr. Maxwell deals with a railway so constructed as to 
form part of a transcontinental railway 'over which 
freight could be hauled at a minimum coat—a railway 
which could compete with any constructed In the past 
decade.
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dflHur<THE PLAINT OF THE CITIZENS* COMMITTEE.

A letter signed “One of the Executive of the Citt- 
Vommlttee’" appeared yesterday in the columns toai

)*,r the Telegraph and the Times. In which the writer 
pointed out certain alleged facts for consideration of 
both the writers and readers of “a number of anti-com
mission letters and articles appearing In

The tom* of the letter Is norne-

1=
.ton
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Standard and Globe " 
what plaintive and tends to show that tin- writer, and 
presumably iti" Executive of the Citizen Committee, 
are slightly uneasy us to the inti tire and strength of 
the opposition they are likely to encounter in the vom- 

The points' raised in the letter
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mission campaign, 
luayf with advantage, lie briefly discussed.

The first ran» of complaint is contained in the 
question: ‘ If the opponents of commission plan of gov- 
* eminent for our city are sincere In their opposition, why 
' do they not come out In the open and give such opposi* 
'lion the weight of their hanking and their names?"

Information is also sought as to “the name of one 
•‘citizen who has the courage to take the public plat- 
'Torm or criticize over his own name the commission

WA TCHES 53Mr
RANPRAM-If EN PERSON,
ImHammaaillaMaB limited.The cost of the railway, as estimated by Mr. Max

well. varies from $lQ.lt'7.«2rt to $7.7:13.710. the cost per 
mile varying from $43.300 to $38,000 a mile, which Is 
largely in excess of the guarantee offered by the Gov- 

The cost of the railway
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ernment for Us construction, 
and the proposal of the Government to guarantee bonds 
to the extent of five millions of dollars make the 
question one of the highest importance to the people of 
New Brunswick and one deserving of the most care 

It Is not a project to be lightly
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The question Is a most natural" one. 
to nerve-racking to the leaders in a campaign as to be 
engaged in a tight against a concealed enemy, 
numbers and strength of aneopposing army are among 
The first things that It la important to find out. 
may be fired at'any moment from unexpected quarters 
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cream

ful consideration.
* mburked upon—not one that van he disposed of over
night. as lightly suggested by Mr. Malcolm, 
undertake its construction must of necessity be able to 
show that there is strong financial hacking-behind them, 
not only to complete the work, but to do it promptly 
and without unnecessary delays.

Mr. llazen has never shirked the responsibility that 
this great project Imposed upon him. He passed the 
legislation that was necessary to secure not only the 
acquired information regarding the various routes that 
are possible, but also to provide for its construction and 
subsequent operation as a part of the Intercolonial 
system, or by an independent company. He has ever 
been ready to consider the question from any practical 
standpoint, and now the official announcement is made 
that the act of last session has been proclaimed. This 
places the Government in a position to negotiate for thi 
construction of the railway under either part two or 

three of the act passed by the Legislature last

specialty of fitting them, 
long experience.

we make a 
Have had a 

Call and seeWhoeverwith disastrous results, 
instance, that the Times was prancing blatantly up and 
down the commission lines hurling taunts at the empty 
nir when Mr. T. II. Bullock and Dr. W. W. White, both 
ex-mayors of the city," nnd nvn of considerable weight 
In the community, suddenly appeared on the firing line 
and. with a few pointed remarks about commission for 
St. John, sent the Times back into the ranks with no
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312 Brussels St. Phone 2298

•tu-

W

TEA ALE and STOUT
Creates appetite: makes meals taste 

better; brings healthy sleep. Keep it 
always in the houses Your dealer 

L sells it, or you can order direct
John Labatt ,
LONDON - CANADA

reply bur a sneer.
Only last Thursday the Times again made a de

termined sally and attacked with abuse and invective 
the work of the Appeals Committee. Mr. Duncan G.
Linglev. whose administration as Chamberlain of the 
city and custodian of the city's finances was assailed, 
volunteered to reply and left the truculent-Times without 
n leg to stand upon. “Why should any official.'' wailed 
the Commission Organ yesterday, "rush to the defence 
of the aldermen?"' The reason is readily apparent, pan 
The Times, besides attacking the aldermen, attacked session, 
the system, and the man responsible for the system 
felt it his duty to reply. Interviews w ith other citizens 
opposed to commission will, as occasion serves, appear 
In due course.

' One of The Executive Of The Citizens* Committee" 
can rest assured that prominent men representing all.
< reeds, classes and political opinions in the community 
lire opposing a commission for St. John. It may be 
disconcerting to the attacking force ihat the defenders 
of the present system of government are choosing their 
own weapons and their own methods, but that, by all 
the rules of war. is their prerogative.

The writer further points out, with evident pride, 
that “the exponents of commission are well known and 
‘ are fighting in the open, nnd the letters appearing each 
“day in our press, for which the Citizens' Committee are 
“paying advertising rates, «re all signed Citizens" Com- 
“mitti-e "

Hop ilse could they fight? Arc not the exponents 
of commission the invading army attacking the ramparts 
of the lily's constitution? Are they not seeking to 
abolish u ny*t< m of governme nt which. In various forms,
Is universal throughout the continent of Europe, through
out G rent Britain, throughout Canada and still predom
inates in tlie United States? What chance would their 
unknown commission plan have, on its merits, if they 
did not come out and fight, for it? In all movements 
of this kind, good or bad. the advocates muet come out with It intelligently, 
into the limelight. They cannot conduct n campaign of 
education solely by correspondence school methods. The 
passing reference to the fart that the Citizens* Commit
tee hre paying “advertising rates" for their letters it 
not. we hope, tinged with regret. It 1* at least a re
deeming feature of this foreign importation from C.al- 
Y es ton, Cedar Rapids. Ik's Moines, and elsewhere that 
It is contributing in part to the support of home In
dustries.

Wo have not yet found," continues the 
member of th« Citizens* Executive, “even one of the 
“nine aldermen who launched the proposal for a re- 
“duced council, who can say even how they propose 
“to elect tlieir men. whether by wards, which Is ini- 
“possible as there are only nine aldermen nnd thirteen 
“wards, or by districts; and they have not yet defined 
* imy districts or at larg»

Why should the Citizens* Committee worry over 
these details which, surely, more immediately concern 
their friends the enemy? Perhaps the members of 
the Common Council are really the Incompetent creat
ines the Times so frequently describes them: on the 
other hand, perhaps not. It should not be overlooked, 
by the way., that the citlzena* Committee have a com
mission charter In hand and that, so far. nothing authori
tative hag been obtainable ns to any of-its provisions.
"Why hot? Do they contemplate railroading the com
mission plan through In the dark? How, for instance, 
do they propose that live commissioners should hold a 
controlling vote In the municipal council? Are they 
looking for a lead from the aldermen? Why this 
delay?
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With regard lo the discussion which has been going 

on for the past two years concerning this railway, Mr. 
Hagen's attitude, is in strong contrast to that of his 

He has taken a definite stand and did all
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that could be expected to secure a railway for the 

His critics have con
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people of the St. John Valley, 
stantly assailed tils policy and have produced letters 
from Sir Wilfrid Laurier and given notice of a resolu
tion In Parliament expressing the willingness of the Gov
ernment of Canada to operate the railway when con
structed as a parffof the Intercolonial, but that is all.

The Govern-
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Mr. Malcolm's letter was amem of Canada Is not.
blind to deceive the people and its publication Liverpool Salt
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IS North Wharf

through the medium of Mr. Tweeddsle n part of the 
old plot to misrepresent the attitude of Mr. Hazen on 
this question.
improving the position of the gang of political con
spirators in whose Interests the letter was written, it 
only holds them up to ridicule and gives the people ot 
New Brunswick an opportunity to inquire why legisla 
tion necessary to secure the operation of the new rail
way ns a part of the Intercolonial system has been 
delayed for months.

The question Is now fairly before the Legislature, 
and for the first time In Its history they have 
definite information os to cost and route and can deal
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BOOKS IN CANADA.

C anadians arc said to be. on the average, ns largo, 
if not larger book-buyers than any other people on earth. 
This is to be accounted for in many ways, but Mr. 
W. A. Craick. In the "Book Monthly," points out that the 
most obvious reason is that because the population is so 
scatter'd and in many districts so sparse, others forms 
of amusement become limited, nnd the people fall back 
upon reading to occupy their leisure hours. For sev
eral months in the year the rural population has littl* 
to do. and «-ven in the cities the severe weather confines 
people to I heir homes a great deal.

According to Mr. fralck, Dickens is tlie favori)e 
author of the Canadian people. In every Canadian home 
which possesses a bookshelf copies of some of his novels 
are sure to -be found. The most popular Is probably 
David Copperfield." with "The Old Curiosity Shop" and 

"Pickwick Papers" close seconds; at least, this Is the 
experience of the Toronto Ihiblle Library, the largest and 
most representative, institution of Its kind in Canada. 
Next to Dickens, of the older novelist A Sir Waller Scott 
claims the favor of Canadian readers, and following him 
is Thackeray, but neither of them ranks nearly as high 
as Dickens.

Canada, we are tofd, really show» a good deal of 
loyalty to Its own native authors. Ralph Connor com
mends a remarkable sale for his stories, and his pub
lisher computes that there Is at least one copy of his 
books In every Canadian home. Sir Gilbert Parker Is 
regarded with a good deal of pride by his fellow-country
man. who buys his books extensively.
Knowles has quite a large following. Indeed, booksell
ers are coming to realize that the pride of Canadians In 
their country Is beginning to embrace,» pride in Cana
dian literature a* well.
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On Sunday next A. Taylor and P. 
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f“It Is not even known." nay# the writer by way 
Of final complaint. “Where the opposition of The Stand 
“ard emanate* from, as we find «orne of the official* of 
“The Standard f ompfuty and a numb* r of the stock- 
“holders are member* identified with the Citizen*' 
* Committee.'*

The Standard ha* always understood front the first 
that, es far as the Citizens' Committee were concerned? 
there was no politics In this movement. A man stood 
for or opposed commission free from any ties or affilia
tions. The officials and stockholders In The Standard 
who happen to be associated with the commiaston plan, 
did not attempt to dictate what policy this journal should 
pursue. They acted in this movement as individuals 
and doubtless according to their best Judgment.

There must be a decision on all questions In order 
to intelligently conduct a newspaper. The opposition 
ot The Standard to a commission Is the result of a

Robert K. Dept. g.
893 St. Catherine St., West, Montreal.%

PILLOWS ai
8 Ring up Main 19SH1

•. W. WILLIAMS,
u Waterloo StIF I HID ECZEMAThe Time* haa got aldermen on the brain. It I* 

attacking the aldermen in Halifax now because some 
of them do not favor a board of control. Only the 
other day It was Itself seeking to show the board of 
control system was a failure. It's a distress case, but 
fortunately not difficult to diagnose. Bumps!
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Speaking of the effect of the Knox-Fielding pact, 
the Oriental Review, which Is published In New York. 
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