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W-whnhmrﬁh: loss. Latour
peakers be careful here.

# better anderstanding, all sround.
belp us to kuow ,ust the amount of dif
ference there is between us, and to judge
whether the pointe on which we disagree
bind our couscience, and prevént any
nearer relation than that of brethrer bound
together in the warmest christian love,
Eveu if no immediate union can be hoped
for, & confe may show a trend of sen-

Whesseuger . Fisitor.
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timent which will make union possible,
some day. There must be care, however,
on both sides,to manifesfa spirit which will
sttract and not repel, or the breach will be
widened.

Beveral questions of 0o swisll importasce
will vowse up for consideraiion, st the Con-
wenlion 1o bagin oo Saturlay week,

The guestion of the future of Acadia
College will require earaest and careful
eonsiderstion. If she is 10 maintain the
ieading place now held by ber, we must
bentir  ourselves, and - wt once.  Other
un'- are réceiving large additions w
their fonds, © be-
twesn institutions is h-n-x-g more keen.
The: demand for the widest aod nou
horough ouuree of colleg
Becomes more lmperstive every year. The
best sducators are commsadipg higher
salaries.  The wend of sentimieut of some of
the beat aducstors is more sod more towagd
optionsls, which tequire o larger staff of
wmohers.  All this, and more that might
e mentioned, wakes sdvance, cu our part,
sbsoluely necessary.  If we hesitate antil
other iastitutions lesve us far in the resr,
sud the tide of sttendance b = now
wtting srongly oward Acadia, begins 10
b swsy, 2o w elsewhere, it will be
Slmaont 16 pos W retrieve the old confi
devoe sl patronage. 1t bebooves us to be
96 the slert. This disaster, will soon be
wpos s, unless we do something worthy
o our own past record and of onr possibil-
Hiew, in the wmEtier of christisn  education.
We kuow that the governors of the college
are cousidering the question wielher some-
thing esonot be dowe in connection with
thie meniitenwnoinl of our college, which

socurs u 1955, 1o put’ this’ heritage from
she faiers ou 8 better financial basis,
Wiy shiow'd ot the jubilee of (he college
S n tine o pacing over the oompletion
o 1k £60,000—u  thonsaod. for

o b e life of Acadin—for the
= T
The question of the tussces of our body

iareair o U

yeur of

b oue of the oL MeTIOus Otes

for the - consideration of Couventiou
A lange detiolt sevmns sliosst wevitable,
Fhis o0 not due (oaby wanl of success in

the work for which our people are called
apen © couiril Both our Home Mis
wons sall o0y College bwve reached, this
yoar, thi‘fwing tide point s their history,
bitherso. Neither oac we suppose this
| sate of things due 10 real want of sbility
purt of our people.  For four years,
o Jomat, with the exoeption of lest year,we
heve had & Dossce agent, for two years
under the supervision of the Finsnee Com

mittee o the Couvention, for the - prosent |
your  ueder the direct appolstment ul‘
ihe Couvention itwll. . Last your, Disiriet |

Buperisiendents were i charge of the work

OCONVERSION OF CRILDBEN AT HOME.

“ It ought to be considered,” says the
Golden Rule, “ ot so much a grevious
misfortune, as 8 disgrace, that a child of
Christisu parents ghould go out from the
paternal roof uncouverted.”

This ie putting the matter very strongly;
bat scarcely too strongly. Parepts have
every advantage over all.others in leading
their children o Christ. They should
bave the highest influence, derived both
from their relagionship as pareats, and the
respect and love which covstant ocare
sad self-wacrifice on their behal! should
osll fosth. They bavé the children under
btheir control, also, during the years when
Mliey-are most susceptible 1o influence, and
when impression is apt to be most deep
and lasting.  Unlike it is afterward, when
the children go forth to begin life on their
own account, whids they are only a small
part of their tipe uvder the influence of
anyoue, they are with their parents all
these sensitive years. What & grand op-
portunity is afforded the parent, during all
these formative years, to bring their chil-
dren 10 Christ to be moulded by him to
his will, If the full power the parents
bave in their hands were thus used, who
can doubt that the conversion of the chils
dren of Christian parents, in their child-
hood, would be the rule.

Why isit, then, that so many Christian
parents show 8o little care for the wouls of
their children—make so little effort to
bring them to Jesus ? It is not, in most
cases, that they do not love them. Bt isnot
‘that they do not wish them waved. Why
in it then 7

Iu many cases, we fear, the parents are
prevented from making personal effort to
bring their children to Christ, because of
the knowledge that their own lives are not
s consistent as they ought w0 be. They
fear est suy words from them may not be
received o well as from others whe back
their speech by better living. Bo they
leavi 10 others this most sacred duty to
their dear ones

Others, again, peglect this most urgent
duty 10 their ohildren’ because of the low |
#iale of their own inner lives. They have
but & faint conoeption of the terrible
condition of the lost. The danger 'their
clifldren are in, Lhe joy they are loding, the
degmadation of & life of sin, the guilt of
robling the Baviour of service sod giving
bim indifference and siv in returs for his in-
fnite saorifice andoihie ever incressing peril,
a the aatife becomes more hardened and
more confirmed in s sinnlng—all this
wid much wore doss ot arouse them, be
onuse they are not living themeelyes in the

of raissig tuads, under the Jireetion of the
Finaves Cowmitior. This systom Gl not
bave & thr trial, however. I we ufe ever

W ralet ook for our variouws deotm oa

viona) citerprioss, we wust bave & way

wach all our people, nod got sack 10 4 -‘
Sthe.  The fact that - the raak sl fle is
Sogland weke up all bul 3 moiety of the
sore thas & wilhion e fund of the
bt Box iy thers, w D, Ju. Hall
pastor of our of the wealthiest churchies iy
Kew York, bears testimony thiat the poarer
clasies G0 the snom of the givieg &
Mission., § i 1o thin w the mim we
should have i view 1 this eud iv ever
10 be remcnd, - are supe, by i
peiting &l our pestors o ke up The work
an most effecionlly Le done, is |
i juestion. T beet wis: |
b o wisest e be given

1 We ey be doing ourd
wor ay wos plensing to Him avd |
‘ o in o lead 10 pearch |
witer wey until we fnd it |

{ ¢ o0, tie grewler saecess of the (u
¢ thaa make uyp the lempors |

wry fous.  The fact that God's blessiog is
o 1 youred oul on tiie work for which
* give o eans, shiows that the ouly
soulile | methods, & 1 not in our
grest enterprives.  This should give up

hwart W grapplc with the lesser dificulty.

It will be rewembered that o delegation
Wiks B vention, to
meet with our Free b brethren, in
their Geperal Comference last sutumn.
R i of the delegstion were
p—-l. wod received s cordial welcome.
To seciprocrate iv Kind, and also in expres-
sion of the wide spread desire for a closer un-
o between t&mhpmbdu,.\u;.

and
nMo.u-‘- Io-M'utho-
wention this yesr. The object of the sppoint-
went of the delegation was two fold : first,
1o beor 0 us the fraternsl greetings of
their hody ; secondly to coufer with ué on
the question of & prectical basls of union, i
“we are prepared W consider it. For ourselves,
we hope that there way be » conference
equal, tiere cas be 6o two sbout
vhe deeiralility of such & anion, " Conwal

iy wt oty 1o (

| grond and deead spiritaal realities
| which
| Purents mony intend 0 speak o their ohil

| never think the presest just the e,
| They will wali until there is Some special

| striking providénos, whes they will

| tor the present, and that is about all

] of the children can be dove by & word
| epoken
all the year round.

| are inclioed to throw off the responsibility

souls of their children has beedi laid upon
them by God himeelf, and that they cannot

paramount influence it is their privilege to
have over the life and future destiny of the
child, by virtue of the relationship of pars

and fateful years,
wbligation up, we

enjoyment of the love of Ohrist, and their
own souls are dall, if sot dead, 1o all these

Thire i, also, 8 procrastination: smong
Christisns ae well & with the unsaved,
induses many o defer  duty,

tren about their souls’ interests but may

iuterest iu the churel, when there is some
have.
s good epportusity; &c, This sl means
they will put off the disagreeable duty,
We
chide the unsaved because they will risk
bie loss of their soyls, while they put off
their grestest concern L0 & more convenient
wwson ; do parents sny better; who act in
this way? Thes, in all this, there is the
falsc ides that a parent's duty to the souls

now aod then. If there were the
yroper idea of the supreme importance of
this matter, it would be thé chief concern,

Fioally, it is -to be feared that parents

for the wouls of their children upon others,
Too much cannot be said in favor of Sab-
bath school work. We fear, Howeyer, that
it is oftea urged in & way todo injury? It
inspoken of as the greatest means of leading
she young to Christ. We hear fifty words
epokes¥ about the importance of this work,
where we hear oneabout that of Christian
nurture in the home. We are sure many
parents are thus led to suppose the Babbath
school teacher is chiefly responsible for the
souls of their children. They feel altogetticr
$00 easy, if thy but send them regularly
to the ‘school. Let us not hold up the im-
portance of Sabbath school training less;
but let us hold up that of the Christian
howe, much more. . Let parenie be made
to frel that the chief responsibility for the

be relieved from the best exercise of the]

2(- hlh‘uy other
that of pn-n.

We hn in mind sn instance of whet
was done by faithful home training: It
was the custom of the mother, in this
family, 0 take her children apari, each
Lord’s day afternoon, and after having o
lessou in the Bible, to speak to them persen-
ally, pointing them to the Saviour,and have
prayer with them, Every one of this large
family was brought to the Saviour before
leaving home.

How is it with you, Christian reader, as
you glance at thesglines ? Are your lips

a4 tool
in the hands of Churohill, the Old Tories
will oppose him. The majority of the
Radicals will oppose him so that his sue-
cess is very doubtful,

The telegrams have not indicated Cham-
kerlain’s own ocourse, and in view of that
gentleman’s recent tergiversations, wny
surmising ae to his course would be vain.
The Couservatives, however, are outepoken
in regard to the inability of the Liberal-
Unionist leaders to keep its memberl in live,

closed because your life dicte the
words you should speak? Is your own
inuer life so low that you think little of
the unspeakable things which may or must
be the atergnl experience of your children?
Are you putting off this most sacred duty,
not realizing their danger, as death may be
near,and as their hearts are growing harder?

ious privilege, and what must be your most
binding obligation ? If you have been
negligent, in this great matter, for these or
for other ressons, be 80 no louger ; but as
you wish to have your 'family unbroken
with ‘you in heaven, begin at once to do
your part to bring them to Jesus. .

JOEN RUNYAN A BAPTIST.

Mr. Vedder,in a review of Brown’s “Life
of Bunyao " recently published, takes the
ground that the evidenge shére adduced
shows that Bunyan was not & Baptist. He
was not & strong Baptist, doubtless, or Fe
would not have written his treatise * Dif-
ferences abont Water Baptism no Bar t
Communion,” Still we are not prepared
o necept Mr, Vedder's conclusion from the
evidence he adduces. The Freeman states
the other side of the case as follows:

In Mr, Brown's recent “Life of Bunyan'
he raines again the question whether Bun-
yan was really a Baptist, The chief reason
for doubt—indeed, the only oue he utges—
i that some of Bunyan’ w{ﬂdnn seem to
have been “baptized” at'the parish church.
Beem, we repeat: for itis not yet ocertain
whether itis to his children the entries

refer. Even, however, if they were his, it
may prove easier o expllin the fact of
their being baptized ” in some other way

than by supposing he was not & Baptist.
His own_statemen®s are explicit enough.
In the Heavenly Footman he gives unong
his directions how to run the followi
“Do not have too much company witl
some Anabaptists, though I go under that
name myself.” And in his “ ces
about \‘f'mr Baptism ” he uses lnfln‘v
about baptism which is quite irreconoilable
with non Baptist views. ‘“Water, Baptiow,”
says he, “is a means to mcmmc,nnd
4in it and by it sanctification is ard
and remission of sins mere cleared and wit-
nessed ” (p. 112), Still more explicit 18
Kiffin's testimony in his *8ober Discourse
of Right to Church Communion "—~a book
written avowedly against Bunyan's views.
“The professors of the Christian religion
are distmgaished,” says he, by certain
terms, inyented by their opposites to know
them by, as Prelatical, Presbyterian, Inde-
peudent, Anabaptist, ete. And it were
well if such names were laid aside and the
title of Christian brotber reassumed,because
they agree in fundamentals. Now of all
these our controversy in-‘the cdee in
hsud in only with somé :of the lmst,
who are (though not rightly) ealled
Anabaptists.  As for others, their avow-
ed principle is to admit none to church-
fellowship or compunion that are unbap-
tized The Church of England
receivés no members into communion
without baptism, neither do Presbyterians,
lodependents, nor, indeed, any sort of
Chiristiane that own ordinances, sdmit any
a & church-member without baptism. We
shall, thereforetdirect this discourse to our
Mmmin brethren of the baptized way
ouly.” Headds, * Under the term (unbap-
tized)we comprebiond all persons that either
were never baptized st all, or such as have
been (as they oall it) christened or baptized
(more properly sprinkled) in their infancy,
Now our dissesting brethren, with whom
we bave 1o do, lao‘ pon this way t be
nbsolutely invalid -m} 80 0o baptism (elee
they would not be baplised themeelves),
snd oansequently esteern all such s un
baptized | %0 thit we need not prove what
is graated *  (Kifin's Bober Dissourse, pp
2, ¥) Bunyan waa the leader in thia
movement and in the writer whom Kiffin
chiefly auswers, Had he beon s Pudo
baptigt Kiflo pould never hiive written in
such terms.

ENGLISH POLITION

The interest in the politioal situation is
deepening.  The Liberal: Unionists are

showing signs of an approsching return to
the maiu party.  Gladstone’s attitude is
vonciq‘llnry, and Hartington, st 8 meeting
of the seceders, cotihselled a dropping of
all hostility toward the parly, Twenty-
eight out of one hundred and one of the
Unionists were defeated, and it is now seen
that they muetidentify themselves with
one party or the other, and the Conserva-
tive party, especially with Lord Randolph
Churchill at its head, holds out few induce-
ments that will weigh heavily with
Liberale,

Meapwhile the new Government is by no
means without ite troubles. The predom-
inanoe of the influence of Lord Randelph
Churchill in the new Cabinet is thoroughly
distasteful to the best elements of the Con-
servative Party. His servioes as a guer-
illa leader in the warfare with Gladstone
snd the Liberals, fer which his mixtureof
ta lent and pertness fitted him, may have
been acceptable, but it is felt that there is
room for objecting o his sppointment over

the heads of men whose services have been
of longer standing and of & higher order
than his,
sanction the career of
bunuﬁnll'duuunhtlnmum
ing in the party, |

They ‘very justly hesitate to
who has never

This opposition is mﬁnll)unm

sbout the Birmingham election. Maithews, |
the new Home Becretary, is o be opposed
by alderaan Oook, the defeated Gladstone
candidste. He i o Ostholic, usd once

Are you leaving to others your most prec- 1

snd evidently regard the d (VR
breach of the compact.

New developments are anxiously await-
ed, the position is s0 strained that only a
very little impulse is needed to completely
change the position of affairs.

Wotes by the Way.
COLLEGES,

It is a long time since most of the col-
leges in New England were founded. A
new college would be regarded with sur-
prise. - This is because the conditions of
society here have become to a large extent
fixed, the convenience of the various sec-
tions of country has been provided for, and
each of the principal religious denomina~
tions is now supplied with a. college of its
own, The latest of the colleges are the
Free Baptiste’ in Maine, the Universalists’
near Boston, and the Boston University,
which is in connection with the Methodists.
I do not ¢all to mind an instance in New
England in which a regularly established
college has been abandoned, though some
of them have passed through periods of
great discourngement. In some cases the
“consolidation” of two or more has been
urged, but these institutions still maintain
 separate existence.

But great changes have taken place in
the colleges of New England within jthe
last thirty years. The first change that
impresses one whose memory takes in this
period is the increase’in the expense. It
now costs three and four times as much
for a vollege course as it didga generation
ago. This is the result of a Yarge increase
in the charges for tuition, the higher price
of board, sod the general trease among
the people in the expenses of living. This
change operates to reduce the number of
students, Many whose “ circumstances
might have permitted”them to take a ool
lege course at the rates formerly charged,
would not venture to usdertake it in the
present condition of things. In conse

established in most of the colleges a large
number of free scholarships in aid of needy
and meritorious students, One is surprised
to find how many benevolent. individuals
have been disposed thus to provide for the
education of worthy young persons through
an indefloitely long period of time. Scarce-
ly any other form of benevolence could be
more pvoducun ofpod results,
The propo of in d

in the colleges probably remains about
what it was thirty years ago; possibly it
may not be so large, as there are now
more inducemsents to call young wmen to
other pursuits, The conditions for entering
college have been oonsiderably advanced,
eapecially in the sciences, the modern
Innguages, snd general literature, All of
the colleges have received large additions
to their funds. This has come chiefly
from the benevolence of & few individuals,
The history of these oolleges records in-
stances of memorable benevolendd for the
promotion of the higher departments of
eduoation, While some of the oolleges
have been largely fayored by this munif.
oence, it is & noticable faot that all have
shardd io it.  Theee gifts have beeu made
for chapels, libearies, dormitories, and
improved lecturerooms | but et the same
fime the general endowment funds have
been greatly incressed. - By this enlarge
wment new professorel ips have beow oreated
and large saiarien are paid.  Thiv inorenss
of professorships has been necsssary o
socount of the demand for the division of
departuients, which had become too labori
ous in consequence of the large mange of
feading required in them, and aleo on
scoount of the eall for the introduotion of
new. subjeots into the curriculum. The
universal geniue who omn tesch every
thing wo longer in found. . The Sonstant
activity in all depariroents of stody makes
it necessary that the instructor who repre-
sents any department should have time to
make himeelf soquainted with all (hat
concerns his subject. The strong pressure
for the introduction of new subjects into
the curriculum resulted in crowding in
such ‘a variety of studies, that at least
#ome portions of it must be treated very
superficially. This condition of things
naturally suggested the idea of selee(ed

quence of this change, there have been |-

it has not yet advanced beyoud the experi.
mental stige. If it has enthusisstio ad-
mirers and advooates, it bus met with keen
and foreible eriticiems. The war of the
glants still goes on, but an impartial ob

u!z:“;u' mv—‘ maority

24k i s

have set out 1o be religlous, and disciples
of the Lord Jesus, without thé conseeration

server will note two or three impx
facts. It has been found that to accow-
plish the best class-room work it is neces-
sary 1o break up large classes into sections
of twenty or twenty-five. . This is & virtual
admission that in important respects the
small college has the advantage. . The
admission of the impossibility of comprising
all subjects in one college course is also
» virtual justification of the old curricul
Bince there must  be a selection of studies,
the question. whether the students or the
college authorities should make that selec-
tion, is the one to be settled. Toargue that
in the main, the college authorities are best
qualified to select and prescribe, is not an
exhibition of bigoted conservatism, At all
events the prescribed curriculum of such a
college as Acadin must be sccepted as
equal to any combination that may be made
by the caprice or the best judgment of &
young man just entering on a college course.
Public sentiment isgradually compelling
the colleges of New England to admit
young women to their privileges on the
same terme a8 young men. The revolation
goes on slowly,but it is constantly advane-
ing. Even conservative Brown is yielding.
The youngercolleges were the firet to make
the full condession, but the older ones will
follow, Whether the religions influence
of the colleges in the same ns it was thirty
years ago, or less, or greater, Tcannot be
enaily determined. In view of all the facte
that T can gather, I conclude that this in-
fluence is more decided and stronger than
it was in the earlier time. These institu-
tions were: for the most part founded to
promote education in harmony with relig-
ion, and most of them, if not all, are, I be-
lieve, still true to their original truat.
AOADIAN,

1 P andl®
Charch Clerks.

From the statements contained in the
letters of the churches marked K and L in
my last comfmunication, it appears that
some churches report among the number
baptized, those persone who have been
immersed by the minister, but have united
with other depominations. Thus our
statistios are not correct in this particular.

Evidently there is a dufference in opinion
and no practice among our churches and
ministers as regards the question of baptiz-
ing converts who, whether from their
views of truth or from their sympathies,
prefer to join some other than a Baptist
church, or else no church. at all. Is bap-
tism the door (i.e., the initiatory rite) of
the visible church, or of the invisible
church ? Is the visible church composed of
Baptist, Free Baptist, Methodist and other
branches ? or is it composed of all bodies
of baptised believers only T or is baptism
8 sign or token of ““te obgdience of faith,”
and not a “door” atall - Will the proposed
uniform Articles of Faith for the churches
in the Convention settle these questions 7

Of course the maiu cause of the in-
accuracy of our slatistics in the fact that
many a ehurch has not in the office of
clerk a person able to keep the records
eorrectly, and willing to devote the necess-
ary time and trouble to it. But there are
other oauses, such as a certain looseness in
the matter of dismissing membets. A
member is granted a letter of dismission in
the mouth of March o join another church.
He does not Present his letter until August,
aud W consequently still & member of the
former charoh when (he clerk counts him
among the number reported 10 (he Associs
tion in June ns dismissed duridlf the year
Tu reality the form of statistios gontained in
the Latter dose not sak for the number
“dismisned,” bat for the number who have
“jolned other churches.” Whenever a new
member s * received by letter V' from
another ehurch, the olerk should prow ply
write (o the shurch, iaforming them of the
reception. Should not the letter given fu
March and not used till August have been
oomsidered null and void before July ?

Perbaps (his letter may lead to an -
provement In some quarters, 1

Nomenaron

The Modern Mistake.

Very stirring speeches are hoard at our
Assooiations, very earnest appeals come Lo
us in the columns of the Mussxxozn axp
Visiron, Agents and ministers gre gan-
vassing and begging in our clmnt,hu for
money to carry on-the Lord’s work.

Al our denominational bosrds are call-
ing for financial aid ; and it is very evident
they are not calling without cause. These
bodies are badly used by their brethren
and sisters. They, by the appointment of
he churches, have d ibilities

courses, and thus came the large p:
for options which i found in some of the
richest colleges, and is imitated to some
extent in nearly all. How much this
multiplication of subjects has added to the
efficiency of the college as an educating
agency is yet questionable, It is claimed
by some that by the emaller ‘number
of ‘subjeots, fiore thoroughly and continu-
ously pursued, qualities of mind were
oultivated. that do not appear under the
new process, and for which no equivalent

which they can only dhah.u(l by the
honest and ‘prompt endorsement of the
churches. Thechureheshave failed them,
snd they are now oarrying heavy debts.
The works undertaken by them will not
bear retrenchmens. They demand enlarge-
ment. To dease to grow ia to begin to die.
'.ﬂnmehmh of. these provinees,

; -ﬁ#pw-wm-ﬂm

whmauun,.u he is dis |
honored. We know this is so, and we dre
uilty. The uneaved arouud usknow ihis,

t | of their p ions, and all their flnancial
ability,to God.They have attempted to wor-
ship nod serve God publicly by songs,
speeches and prayers,without materie] offer-
ings,or they have,with their lips,been prais.
ing God in his sanoturari the same
time, insulting him with cent collections,
or ne contributions. They have been en-
couraged in this, or not reproved for this,
by their teachers. Now cent collections
are all right and aoceptable, if these truly
represent the ability of the worshippers,
otherswise they ineult Jehovah; for it is n
base sham for us to attempt, in our offer-
ings, to play the widow when we are not
poor widows, nor have the good women’s
faith and benevolence,

This is & modern mistaks of our
churches.

The ancignt Israel paid tithes " thoy
worshipped. The Apostolic churches, the
firet disoiples, lmh by lur-mh-, Mary
with ber preci
at Pentecost with their money ldn at the
apostles feet, are examples for us.  Judas,
Auvanias, sod, Sapphira by their dreadful
faflures forbid us to hope for swcosseful
discipleship when we withhold from Glod’s
service, or misemploy our fluanoes. The
tellowship of the first churches was & fel-
lowship of giving and receiving, These is
no other fellowship ordained for our
churches pow. When we withheld we
break with Christ and his people, and are
alienated. * It is for our pastors, faithfully
and lovingly, to warn our churches of this
mistake which we are waking. When all
our congregations shall bring into our
sanctuaries. willing offerings as the Lord
hatlt prospered them, 8 continuous revival
will be in our shurches, our influence with

creased for good,and our boards will e out
of debt, and in funds to enlarge operations,
Quite & respectable number of our churbhes
have proved God in this way, andare
receiving the blessing of it. May we not
hope, that by an es¥nest presentation of
these truths to our people, all our ghurches
shall take higher ground in thie service of
giving. Has not the Lord allowed us to
drop into our present difficulties, that we
may learn a more exvellent way ?
Westport, Aug. 3. J. H. Bav¥pina,

Lettor from Chioage.

Cricaco, July 31st, 1886,

Though some time has elavsed since I
contributed anything to your columns, I
have not by any means been uninterested
in what has appeared in them from week
to week from other pens touching Baptist
interests in the Maritime Provinces. In
your educational movements and in the
welfare of your chupches I have felt as
‘deep a concern as when present among
you. I desire to unite with you in thanke-
giving to God for the many additions to
the churches the past year, smounting in
the three Provinces to probably over a
thousand. It is to be hoped that this gain
will prove to be one of financisl and spirit-
ual,as well as of numerical,stréngth Growth
in numbers, however, is not always growth
in benevolence and spiritual power. In teo

beto get persons into the Churchy their
wubsequent training in Christisn giving and
Christian doing is apt 10 be negleoted, or
trested as & matter of comparatively small
importance. - But the end of the Obristian
life and of the Christisn winistéy are
puorly sccomplished in this way. That is
not necessarily the strongest chureh which

iers, ou coming into the Church, are then
left %0 wander like lost lambe npon the
wountaing; but that s the strongest
chifeh  whose ‘wistibers, be they few or
many, best understand the gospel in prin-
ciple, beat exemplify it in prectice, and
wost upitedly and weslously grive for the
prometion of its interests

" 1 have been sorry to note the low sthte of
your different denominationsl treasuries,—
that the recelpte for Home and Forbign
Missioun nud Educstion ate falling so far
below what ls sctually réquired. This is
hardly what should be eXpeoted from the
over forty thowsand Maritime Bapiiets.
Fifty cents aplece would give a better
showiog than this. And making due al-
lowanoe for the hardness of the times, it
should not be diffioult for even the pooreet
person to contribute this amount, ot for
the churches to contributé its equivalent
for their entire membership, . I believe the
aggregate contributions of ‘the Baptist
churches of Ontario and Quebec to the
benevolent objeots of the body will smount
1o at least one dollar, per member, still they
admit that they nl;ht and ought fo do
more. I have not been commissioned to
herald the benevolent deeds of any of these
ohurches, but I venture to refer to them
for the purpose of others to
similar exploits. ' The Jarvis 8¢. Church
of Toronto has & membership of about 800,
some of whom are indeed well to do, but

the unsaved around us will be vastly in-

many instances the chief aim appears to

Liss the largest membership, if its mem- _
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