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THE TRUE ADVENTURES OF
AN ESCAPED GONVICT

French Police Find a Powerfully Written Book Telling of
tiie Experiences of Criminal and His Companions
While at Sea.

PARIS, Dec, $.—The police have dis-~
covered in the room of convict, named
Sporn, a manuscript entitled “The True
WAccount of the Adventures of an Es-
caped Convict.,” The book is extremly
powerful, and Paris publiskers are bid-
ding high for the rights to produce the
same.

Sporn appears to be something of a
philosopher, for the recital of his ad-
ventures is interspersed with numerous
moral reflections and appreciations on
the beauties of nature, written in al-
most a religious strain.

Sporn as a habitual . criminal had
been ordered to live for the remainder
of his life in French Guiana and he has
just finished a sentence of eight years
there. But he longed to revisit France
and to participate in his escape he sel-
ected fourteen followers. ‘“murderers
but not thieves. Each paid ten dol-
lars per head towards the expenses.”

Under the pretext of wishing to start
in busines as a fish dealer he obtained

a fishing license to navigate in the‘
Maroni River and bought a large fish- |

ing boat. This was graudally &tored
with provisiors and all being ready he
started off his his fourteen compan-
fons.

“My object was to run for Vene-
zuela,” he says, “carefudy avoiding

landing in Dutch or British territory, |

where all French convicts are immedi-
ately handed back to the French au-
thorities, and to reach the Venezuelan
Pepublic. It was necessary to steer
right out for the open sea, out of sight
of the coast. My companions had all
promised to obey me as captain for I
had made a special study of naviga-
tion and of the charts and maps of the
coast. But when the morning broke
and they discovered they were already
out of sight of land all becams alarra-
ed and threatened to kiil me if I did not
return. Of course I expostuated with
them and pointed out that if they kill-
ed me they would have no one to navi-
gate the boat and that they would
never get back to land. This argument
held they down for a time, but not be-
ing sure of just what they would do
and not caring to venture too far from
the shore I returned. After two days

we were caught in a heavy ground
swell and thrown upon a sandy beach
closed in by a dense bush. Four of us
were drowned.

“We succeeded with infinite pains in
recovering the bozat, some of our provi-
sions and the body of one of our com-
panions. And there is still before my
eyes the picture of the impressive and
solitary funeral we gave our pcor mate
on tkis lonely beach. Outside the pale
of the law as we were there was not a
man of us who was not -profoundly
moved. One of us had formerly been
a divinity student and he said a few
extempore prayers over the new made
grave in the sand.”

The ten survivers finaily succeeded in
making the little British port of New
Amsterdam. After revictualling they
were obliged to get away as hastily
as possible for they noticed that they
had already aroused the suspicicns of
the resideats. Out in the sea they were
caught in a fearfil hurricane aad were
afraid that every moment would be
their last. They were buffeted about
within easy reach of Georgetown but
dared not go in. Eventually they were
again wrecked on a lonely and danger-
ous coast, and they finally suffered so
much they they were obliged to resor
to cannibalism. It is advisable to pass
over the cannibalistic features which
Sporn gives. It suffices to say that
after struggling for a day or two they
al became cannibals and once more put

off to sea with a provision of human'

food. In the delta  of the Orinoco
River they were captured by a Vene-
zuelan revenue launch which confiscat-
ed the boat and what little money they
had with tham. The men were taken
prisorers and placed out to labor with
a planter nam2d Ricardo. Sporn ulti-
mately escaped at night in a canoe and
met with many thrilling adventures in
the Venazulean forests. At the village
of Urracoa he disccvered that the vil-
lage priest was a French missionary,
and wonderful to relate, a native of
Alsatian village, only rix miles from
Sporn’s own Dbirthplace. Eventually
through the intercessions of the priest
he was returned to Paris where he now
on trial for complicity in frauds.

LITTLE PRINCE OLAF

The Norwegians
of

ON BOARD SHIP‘

Norway by storm on the day of his arrival in his new kingdom. He is here

shown playing on the deck of the stea mer which brought him from Norway

to England.

GRAND HOTEL BUILT
FOR THE HELLO GIRLS

PARIS, Dec. 6.—M. Barthou, the min-
{ster of public works was the official
selected to fnaugurate the new hotel

for telephone girls and female postal
clerks in the Rue de Lille. The hotel
was, however, built by private initia-
tive. In spite of this fact, however, it
is already regarded as one of the sights
of Paris.

The buildings is seven stories high,
brizht and cheerful in appearance with
art nouveau decorations and furiture.

On the grouad floor is a large, bright
restaurant where an excellent meal of
bread, wine, fish, meat, vegetables,
cheese or dessert can be had for nom-
fnal figures There are 117 bed rooms,
all of which are occupied and where
everything is also provided at nominal
figures :
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HOW DARING ROBBERS
FOOLED RUSSIAN GUARD

SEBASTG: v, Dec. 8.—A uaring raid
teok place the other night at Kherson
Fort. At one o'clock a sentry entered
the room of Capt. Philpoff, the oflicer
on guard and reported that prisoner
was being brought in. The captain, a
sergeant and an orderly proceeded to
the gates.

Thirty masked men sprang . upon
them, gagzged and bound them and left
a man with a loaded revolver to guard
them. The assailants then entered the
guard room where the soldiers were
asleep and stole twenty-seven rifles.
Flinging Captain Philpoff into a dry
moat they departed. The captain suc-
ceeded in getling free an hour and a
half later, mended the telephone wrires
which had been cut and reported to the
commandant of the fortress. A search
was made and five suspects were place
under arrests

NEW DOCK

JUST BUILT AT MALTA IS ONE
OF THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD

LONDON, Dec. 8—First photo of the great new dock which the English Government has just finished building
at French Creek, Malta. The dock, which is one of the largest in the world, is considered a triumph

of modern en-

gineering and will greatly add to the efficiency of the British navy in the Mediterranean in case of war.

SPIRITUALIST DESCRIBED THE EXECUTION
OF A VIRGIN WHICH HAPFENED YEARS AGO

LONDON, Dec.
thrilling scene of 2,500 years ago was
reconstructed the other day in matter-
of-fact Bayswater. It was the death

scene of a virgin who was sacrificed '

by the Druids near Stonehenge to the
sun god and whose skeleton has just
been removed from the “barrow,” in
which it has rested since the early
bronze age. The bones were discover-
ed at Avebury, near Marlborough.
Speaking upon the subject in a modern
sitting room Ronald Brailey thus de-
scribed the events leading up to the

discovery, for Mr, Bailey is a psycho- !

metrist: .

“I seée*some huts.
the huts of the North American In-
dians. I can see the poles sticking up

{ quite plainly, and they are covered
with the skins of animals. There are
quite a number of them.

“In the distance there is a large pile
of stones, some square, some oblong,
some triangular. I feel that it is about
2,500 years since this scene occurred.

“A number of half clad men and
women are ‘squatting about the huts.
{ It s summer time and the sun is shin-
! ing brightly.

“I see this woman walking about,
and with her is a patriarchal man with
very long hair and white beard. She
is about 5 feet 7 inches tall and twen-

.ty to twenty-two years of age. Her
features are rather long, her eyes very
dark, her under lip rather full, her
nose well shaped and round, and her
long black hair falls over her shoul-
ders.

“The upper part of her body is nude,
and around her loins is some kind of
fur. There is a roughly made crown
of some sort.on her brow.

“Now it is night time and I am in-
side a circle of huge stones. All around
a number of people are standing out-
side the circle in darkness. I can see
lights reflected, but I do not think
there are any torches; I think boughs
of some.tree, perhaps pine boughs, are
being burnt, but I cannot see them.

“Inside the circle of stones there are
one, two, three, four, five priests. The
one who seems to be the principal
priest has a long white beard. In the
centre is a flat stone on top of two
other stones placed at either .end. A
great deal of smoke is rising, but I do
not see where it comes from.

“Now the woman is being brought
into the circle by two more priests.
They lift her up and place her on the
stone. Some hideous figures like idols
are also being brought into the ring.
One of them which I see very clearly
is colored bright red and yellow, and
on its breast is a very crude picture of
the sun.

“The woman is lying with her head

8.—A weird and

They are just like |

e e

towards the east and her feet towards
the west, and the chief priest is stand-
ing on her left side with his face to-
wards the east. His right hand holds
a knife and he is raised up. Evident-
ly a chant is being sung, for I can see
the mouths of the priests opening. and
shutting, and they are swaying their
bodies from side to side.

“Suddenly the priest brings the knife
right down into the heart of the girl.
I can see the blood spurt out and flow
over the stone. The body gives a
bound and the priest presses forward
his left hand to keep it down.

“The people have - disappeared, but
the priests remain, and they are bring-
ing forward vessels-bulging in the
centre and slightly tapering towards
the bottom—something like an egg in
shape. One brings a ‘grape cup’ from
which smoke is issuing.

‘“Some small part of the body is re-
moved and placed on top of the grape
sup where it shrivels away and is

turned into ashes. The ashes are placed

in one of the jars, and the other parts
of the body are treated in the same
way.

““Skins of some kind are placed over
the body, and it is borne away on a
litter,

“All 4s darkness now and I can sce
nothing. Now I see the moon. It is
strange I did not see it before. - We
have come to an open spot in the glade
of the wood.

“Only a dozen or so priests are pre-
sent and they perform strange cere-
monies. They form a ring around the
body, and dance round it. Their move-
ments are most grotesque. They bend
themselves forward and backward, to
one side and to the other. They have
taken up the body again and they are
going on again,

“They come to a grave shaped like a
little cell. They place:the body in this,
bending it up with the face towards
the east. They put some ornaments
in the grave, and they put fruits in
the grave cup.

“Now itis utter darkness—the dark-
ness of the grave.”

Mr. Brailey explained befiore trying
to explain and unravel the mystery of
the skeleton that he was quite ignor-
ant of the archaeology of the period;
that he had no books upon the subject
except perhaps a small encyclopoedia,
and that he had not referred to any
books. He explained a psychometrist
as follows:

‘“To those who are conscious of and
sensitive to psychological vibrations
there are produced on coming into
contact with the surroundings or ob-
Jects from surroundings, subjective
pictures relative to the lives of those in
each surroundings. Thus the psycho-

metrist of sensitive is simply a human
phonograph, the objects being the re-
cords which produce sensation, thought
reflection and pictorial effect on the
sensative.”

The report of the Lonldon Missionary
Society, just out for the year, contains
some passages which are decidedly
pessimistic. Still there are many
passages of unusual interest. The Cal-
cutta Mission according to a report
has a girl’s school known as ‘Dusky
Darlings.” One of the China mission-
aries, Mr. Bryson, of the Yensan dis-
trict, states that the decline of Boxor-
dom has produced a general decay of
Idolatrous worship. Mrs, Murray, of
the Tsa Chow ‘distriect of China, is es-
pecially severe on the society ladies
who come to the missionaries and take
tea but who cannot keep up any con-
versation. The Malagasay people are
evidently very differently from the
people in lands more ecivilized for they
are so fond of preaching that they walk
miles and go without food for hours
to helar a pulpit orator, but prayer
meetings on the other hand are report-
ed to be very unpopular even among
this peculiar people.

“The Pilgrim’s Progress,” is reported
an unappreciated classic among the
Polynesia Islanders, and “hundreds of
copies are lying in the mission house
worm eaten.”

“It appears that the “Soap Trust,”
is by no means a modern institution.
Many students of history know that in
the latter part of the reign of Charles
I, a few soap projectors cornered the
industry of soap making by persuad-
ing the revenue authorities to accept
a present of $5,000 per annum more
than the former revenue on soap, and
by being appointed ‘searchers for the
excise,”” whereby they might harry
their weaker rivals ‘“divers persons of
mean condition selling sope in many
by-corners in and out London and
Westminster.” A slashing pamphlet
attacking this trust in the fiercest
terms was printed in 1646, and quite
recently the well known bibliophile,
Mr. Tregaskis, of High Holborn, has
diecovered a copy of this rare tract,
no copy being traceable in the British
Museum or the Bodelian. The title of
this scarce document is ‘“A Looking
Glass for Soap Patentees,” or a Pros-
pective-Glasse making discovery of a

INDIAN CONFIDENCE MEN GIVE
POINTERS TO AMERICANS

How an Avaricious Individual
He Had and Give fo

CALCUTTA, Dec. 8—American and
: European confidence men must pale
! their ineffectual fires before the glories
{ of their fellow professors of the east.

Even in the austere atmosphere cof a
distriect magistrate’s court at Rangoon
. a recent case of imposture showed up

like a fairy tule backed up by sworn
evidence. The complainant, a very old
man living at Prome, possessed two
i houses, a wife and a daughter and
i these last owned a quantity of jewelry.
: He was a great believer in the magic
. powers of the two Kadawa or particu-
larly holy priests, but his religious fer-
‘ vor had in it a farge alloy of avarice.
‘When therefore a certain Burman and
his wife were introduced to him as
persons emjoying such influence with
the Kadaws that the holy men would
transmute the baser metals into gold
at their request it was natural that he
should desire to profit by the acquain-
tance. The old man expressed a wish
to see the Kadawas and was taken to
a cave in a pagoda in Prome, where
he says he saw a miraculous vision of
a phoongyi or monk standing outside
the cawe. Several witnesses declared
before the district magistrate that they
had seen the extraordinary vision and
all believed in his supernatural pow-
ers.

After some visits to the eave a mes-
sage was brought from the phoongyi
to the seeker after wealth that if he
brought 3,000 rupees he would get in
exchange fifty viss of gold, and further
if the sum was doubled he would re-
ceive 100 viss in gold. He immediately
pledged his wife’s jewelry for 6,000
rupees and this money was taken to
the phoongyi by the Kadaw’s alleged
friend. A number of villagets accom-
panied him, and they all worshipped
the Phoongyi. After a brief conversa-
tion the mysterious monk disappeared.
The complainant was promised 100 viss
.of gold in forty-nine days from. the
phoongyi, and to convince him bf the
truth of his supernatural powers sever-
al other people were called forward
and were presented with an apparently
large amount of gold. He thereupon
went home fully convinced after being
assured that he would receive a letter
which would drop from the sky and he
was asked to do everything which was
requested in it, and to burn the epistle
and drink the ashes in water. Shortly

Was Persuaded to Sell All
the Bunco Steerers—

Mystic Rites Drew the Gash.

to the Shan Shwo Kadaw who would
this time be found in a cave. Coming
under the spell of the same mysterious
delusions he procured the money by
mortgaging his second house. When no
gold was forthcoming complainant’s
wife reported the matter to the police
who brought about the arrést of the
intermediary, his wife and his mothere
in-law. They were respectively senten-
ced to seven years, three years and six
months rigorous imprisonment.

A correspondent of a Lahore pape¢
discusses the ways of the Babu railway
ticket clerks and their treatment of
third-class passengers. He says that the
IEast India Railway authorities have
been astonished to discover that their
former ticket Babus have been in the
habit of overcharging third@ class pas-
sengers and pocketing the difference
between the fare charged and the fare
that should have been paid. This prace-
tice has come to light through a strike
and the substituting of girl clerks for
the ordinary Babu. Two other methods
of “adding to one’s income,” if one was
a ticket clerk were as follows:—"“An
ignorant third class passenger asks
for a ticket to Amritsar, for example.
If the Babu has a friend there collect=
ing tickets he gives the man one to
Ataree charging the Amritsar fare.
At Amritsar the man has to pay up
for traveling beyond his ticket, or per-
chance it is discovered at Ataree that
his ticket is only for that place and he
is bundled out protesting and com-
plaining. Or if a man wants tickets for
himself and wife to Amritsar the Babu
gives him one ticket, charging for the
two and tells him that one ticket is
enough for him and his party. Again
there is trouble at the journey’s end
and he has to pay. If an inquiry is
made it is the word of a Jat against
the word of an educated Babu, possibly
a B ,A, and the Jat has Ilittle
chance.”

Thomas Lorimer, the American who
has been walking around the world, iis
now walking through India. He covers
approximately 1,000 miles a month. He
has done all of his walking by night.
His greatest difficulty was: experienced
in Indian villages where, owing to his
almost total ignorance of the language,
he was unable to make himself under-
stood. In consequence he was often
compelled to go without food.

BRITISH TROOPS ENGAGEDIN

DRILL AT

new project contrived and propounded |}

by the Soap Directors to the
ment,
tery under pretences of good
state in the duty of excise.”

Parlia- !
to monopolize the soping-mys-
to the |

It is '

amusing to read that the: extra $5,000 _

per year revenue was to be secured |

‘“without enhancing the usual price to
the subject.”

THE KAISER LIKES T0 BE
CONFINED TO HIS HOME

R

For Then He Has a Chance to Become
Acquainted With the Family—Too
Busy at Other Times.

BERLIN, Dec. 8—The indomitiable
energy of the Kaiser had become a
matter of current history, but it has
just been revealed that he even works
when ill upon the theory that he has
no time to be an invalid. It is related
that during his recent indisposition on
account of a cold which confined him
to his room at Potsdam he received
regularly while in bed all his minis-
ters, heard their reports, gave orders,
signed documents and generally con-
ducted the affairs of the Empire from
beneath the coverlets,

His Majesty is said however to enjoy
an enforced ‘room arrest’” upon the
theory that it enabled it to spend
more time with his family than he
would otherwise spend with them. The
Empress and the younger children, he
says, are thus better able to become ac-
guainted with the husband and the
father than would be possible were it
} not for these periods of indisposition.

HUNGRY HORSE KEPT
HIS MASTER ALIVE

Noise Made by the Animal Alarmed

Neighbors, Who Came in Time
to Prevent Suicide,

PARIS, December 8.—A small coal
dealer at Vanves thought he had an
original idea for committing suicide
and he tried it almost with success. It
was to lie on his bed without eating or
drinking and wait for death to come.
He remained in that position for four
days and might have achieved his end
had # not been for his poor old horse
which he had left in the stable and
which has no enthusiasm for his mas-
ter’'s scheme. On the fourth day the
poor beast not having been fed all
that time made such a noise by paw-
ing the ground and gnawing the wood
that neighbors came to inquire. They
found the coal dealer in a lethargic
sleep, and when he woke up after con-
siderable shaking he turned to them
and said: ‘“Can’t you let me die in
peace?’ When told about the horse
he replied: ‘I quite forgot all ahout
the beast or I would have turned him
loose.” The police have since distur-
bed the sleeper and would be suicide,

WILL 60 ROUND THE WORLD
IN A THIRTY FOOT CASK

New Zealand Mariner Has Designed a
Craft Which He Says Cannot
28 Sunk,

AUCKIAND, N. Z., Dec. 8.—A sea
captain at Whangerei proposes to cir-
cumnavigate the. globe in a thirty foot
cask -shaped like a fat cigar.

The cask which is now being com-
pleted at Whangerei will accommodate
two. persons and some six months’ sup-
ply of water and provisions. The cask
will be ketch rigged and will draw less
than four feet of water.

The owner claims that it will be im-
possible to sink his craft and that it
will live in any storm.

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 7.—Abe Attell
of Les Angeles knocked out Jimmy
‘Walsh of Boston in the eighth round
of a fight for the featherweight cham-
pionship here tonight. The contest
was fast, Attell having the advantage
from the start, Tommy Burns was the

by locking him up in the local jailsy referee,

Pyramids.

. e -

THE PYRAMIDS

LONDON, Dec. 8—To be prepared for any emergency the English colony
drills part of its army in Egypt all the time. Two companies are stationed at
the Pyramids for a month, practising firing, trench digging and the general
work of warfare, and are replaced by two more companies, until the entire
battalion has had change of air from the barracks at Kasr-el Nil. The photo
shows the camp of the second battalion,

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, at the

afterwards complainant received a let-
ter from the mysterious phoongyi. It
contained another request for 4,000
" rupees with promises of further wealth
in gold. Complainant raised the money
by mortgaging one of his houses. When
the amount was made over at the pa-
goda to the same intermediary as in
the former transaction the phoongyi
suddenly appeared floating in space
and assured the complainant that he
: had power to light up all of the pa-
goéas of the ecarth and after making
| this assurance disappeared in the air.
! Some witnesses stated that they saw
the phoongyi disappear in a cave, and
when they all looked round they sud-
denly beheld a pagoda standing on a
hill opposite burst into flames and he-
come beautifully illuminated. After
this coinplainant received a third letter
in the same mysterious way requesting |
lthe payment of a sum of 5,000 rupeesﬂ

TORONTO, Dec. 7—The Ontario ex=
perimental farm station for New On=-
tario will be established in the town=
ship of New Market in the district of
Nipissing. The site is one mile square
and the land is considered excellent for
the purpose. It is good clay loam, well
drained and has also the*advantage of
being intersected by Temiskaming and
Northern Ontario Railway.

New Market township in the clay belt
is north of a height of land and is
about 200 miles northwest of North
Bay and about thirty-five miles west
of Lake Abitibi. Bushmen will be al=
most immediately engaged to clear the
land and do other preparatory work
this winter. .

TL.eave out the adiectives and let the
nouns do the fighting.—Ralph Waldo
Emerson,
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