&addiﬁam;ih&ndicatiwhat the ‘eom-.
mander-in-chief has gone there.

[T

@a Wednesday Baller Decided to Evacuate
His Position. at Vaal Krantz and
Has Retired. :
ﬁ»adquartem Camp, ‘Springfield, Feb.’
®--The position taken north of the Tu-
zelg River proved a difficult one to main-
tain. The regiments sent across as rein-
foc¢cments went into the front line of |
mk:hés but, owing to the great strength
of the Boers in the Brakfontein Hill to,
the left, it was found impossible to ad-

i vance without ‘risking unnecessary loss.

" The position,

.

The Boers continued shelling the Brit:
ish'position. Several of -“Long Tom’s™

shells £éll among the transport train, a’ng‘_,

four burst on Zievaat Kop,
Boers could ol get the range. ¢
The Brifish 'guns failed to _silence,
"‘Long Tom" or other masked::g}lms;' i
The Boers’ continyed . to. work “their,
Nordenfeldts on the British infantry ‘en<i
trenched on the hills. The _fire was,

but the_

o

severe at times. PR giﬁ '{‘5‘7;

On Wednesday Gen.” B't.in’l_lk ‘ réo"?vesl
»ot: to press the advanceiby this route.

The transport: frain, tbved back and
petired from Vaal Krantz.

On Wednesday night the guns oa 11731
Zwarts Kop replied to the Boers, w:hich’
eommenced to shell the trahsport train.

The Boers got a large number of can-
mon into position.

Their Heavy shell fire rendered the ad-
sance impossible. A

The Retirement;:

London, Feb. 10.—A. di'spatch‘ to thLe
London Times fromv Springfield, iated
the 9th, says:

“Qur  force ‘at Vaal Krantz entrenched
itself as well as possible, but neverthe-
less we continued to lose men and no ad-
vance was made.

“Theo Boer artillery fired incessantly.
amd 3 'Wednesday proceeded it was in-
eress igly apparent that  althowgh the.
inf: - rey might by a very determined as-'
#a1 & force its way through the centre
ef “r-iBoer positien, it would become
im = wxible, during subsequent operations,
to: ;v rintain .t‘he security of the lines of"
eorrarnication and the evacuation was
decided upon.

“The ' -retirement at 9
@’clock at night, the pontoon bridge be-
img removed after Gen. Hilyard’s -foree
Bad crossed this morning.

“The whole force retired beyond titge

commenced

‘of the Boer guns, which continued. sl¢ll-

ig-"

I THE WS

@cn. Macdonald’s Successful Tactics at Kcod.
ersberg Retfring Boers Shelled by
“Babbington’s Batteries.

Medder River, Feb, 9.—Gen.
dorald scored a d.isiinct success
Koodersberg. - ‘His orfgival orders were
to hold the drift and construet a fort.
however, was extremeiy
difficult,’ a long range of hills running
aorthwest and terminating close to the
drift on the north bank of the river.

‘As it was impossible to hold the whole
suemmit, Gen. Macdonald constructed
strong works < across the centre, which
were held by the Seaforth Highlanders
amd  three _compam'és -of tne Blaek
Watch, While the Highland Light In-
Sxmtry heold a ‘small kopje on the right,
the Ninth Lanecers patrolled the left to-
wards the river, Gen. Maedona.d’s plan I
being to repel attacks.

Things went om until Wéd‘neadﬂy,f
when ' the Boers advanced along the
ridge within' 300 yards, mounting two
mountain’ seven pounders, which . were
favisible from the plain. They also heid
o smifler drift three miles’ west.

On receipt" of this news Methuep_ bsent
a force of cavary and two ii(iré@ bat-
teries under Babbington,  with thé"p"m_'-"
pase of surrounding ‘the Boefs.” Ti or-
der to further this plan. Gen. Macdonald

Mo~
at

meets a ht an-
. swer, he’l?ie told

. -his stomach, which

taken Inkandla, = - Zululend magistraeysp:

, The ‘magistrate, the night previous, ex-
"ploded the magaszine ‘and with his staf
! and the police evacuated. the' place and
2proceeded to Eshowe.
| Another ‘Canadian. Killed.
Toronto, Feb, 10.—The relatives of
i Private Robert Lindsay, First Manches-
| ter regiment, now in Ladysmith, bLave
: been notified that he was killed on Jan. .
6th. Deceased was a son of James Lind-
say of Bracondale, near this city, who
is. at present -in the. Northwest.
Canadians at Graspan.
Toronto, Feb, 10.—The Globe special
correspondent with ‘the first" Canadian
contingent in South.Africa, cables -that
the ¢ontingent has been detained at
Graspan, the scene:of Lord Methuen’s

successful battle, i

;% (Spectkl to: the Tithes.): 1 :

ttawa, Feb. 10.—General ‘Hntt_on“_ as
re?eive’ﬁ brders frémYthe ‘Wir Offie 10
go to South Afrieca. Col. Aylmer, auiu-
tant general, will act in command of the .
militia. o .
Duke of Westminster Sails.
‘London, Feb. 10:—The. Dyke. of West

“minster embarked. on 'the steamer Nor- |

3 Wl
)

; £ Sonthampton fo-day in erder tol
:;:\I:n;let"}gspbl&c? oﬁ"thé staff ‘of Sir A.l-‘
d “Milner, ‘the ' British h&g'h c?mlmr

' dionerin-«South « Africay Princess -Aidol-
phus of  Meck, and LLadya-.-Mhnr 'G""’"., =
venor vaccompﬂniedlzhim; aifd st AR
" ‘Méeting" of the Oabinet.

e

Their Tactics Will Axd the British in
| Carrying Out Plan of
- Campaign.

{
|
}

GEN. BULLER TELLS OF RETIREMENT

Official Dispatch to War Office—Why Vaal Krantz

‘Was

Abandoned—Renewgd Activity at Modder
River, Where RObq‘rts Commands.

N

(Assoclated Press.)
. London, Fe‘brh—NOt 4 fine of war

ALt

‘news has. been received since” yesterday.

"and'sGreay -Britain s waiting: anxiousiy

to lesrn which sidé will succeéd in strik-

= jon,  Feb. 19-~An extra . eabinet.
eof;g;clgo was held this afternoon..in. re-
sponse, fo summons,. issued, ;yesterdsy,
evening... The,, .council lasted: over fwo
hours. Several members of the defence
‘committee. wre presnt,, and, Lord Salis-,
ided. e ’
b'u'l‘r‘;;e’pw‘lg1'efm.ie_1' held a ‘gpp;plgmeptqry
consulthtion after the departure of t e

A$S O3

majority of his colleagues.

TURESDAY’S FIGHTING.
e e . A i
Infantry Charge the Burghers—The Artil-
lery Duel.

London, Feb., 9.~The fellowing dispatch,
dated Spearmants Camp, Feb. 6th;. is pub-
lished in the Daily Telegraph ‘

wphis is the second day of the battle
and the fighting has been flercer tham it |
was yesterday. . At dawn the Boers began
the action by shelling our bivouac yith
“Long Tom” and “Pompon’” guns from
Doorn Kloof. Thelr six inch shells fell
near the spot where General Buller and
staff were watching the engagement. Ong
shell burst amid a squadron of ‘the 13th .
Hussars, bui not a man was hurt.

“Our g-uns' from' Zwarts Kop and on the
,plain soon silenced the enemy’s artillery,
but repeatedly ' the Boers brought ' back
their guns. popped them ' into work: over |
the hills, fired a few .rounds, and: then
again changed their positions.. : )

“During the morning our, gunners:
ceeded in blowing up the enemy’s
munition on Doorn Kloof, s i

“General Lyttleton's brigade was
at from three sides, and had a ‘warm t
upon Vaal Krantz. Desperate effbrts "were
wade by the Boers to recover ‘the sok- |
ing hill ' ;

“The Durham Light Infantry. King’s !
Royal Rifles, and Scottish Rifles gallintly |
charged . and. ¢leared, the positlon.«,.Genera’.}
H'jdyard’s brigade relleved General Tyt ¢
tleton’s brigade towards sunset. ; 9 {

“Fighting continued until nine.

“*Several prisoners have been taken! They ]
suy the Boers yesterday lost heavily, iThe y
euemy suffered severely to-day. It is re-
trenches armed Kaflirs were found.’”-
ported that among the dead in

pasd
suc- i
am-.

shot '
time

their |

A RESIDENT PHYSICIAN—That’s what
You could rightly call Dr. Von Stan’s Pine-
apple Tablets—for after all how few. are
he family compaints that cannot be reach-
ed and treated directly through the stom-
ach. These wonderful little physicians—80
of them in a box—35 cents—henl all stom-
ach disorders in old or young—incipient
cases or chronic cases—they are pure and
palatable. Sold by Dean-& Hiscocks and
Hall & Co. :

No one knows better
have used Carter’s Little Liver Pills what
relief they have given, when taken for dys-
pepsia, dizziness, pain in the side - consti-
vatior, and disordered stomach,

TICKET OF LEAVE.

than those who

~o__
fAssociated Press,) Wi
Kingston, Feb. 9.—Warden Platt says
only four persons .in the penitentiary
have been permitted to leave under.the |
ticket of leive system. The four wene

guilty of minor offences,

Whal IS If?

, A man who has been running 3 race |
with steam and electricity .for years;

finds himself suddenly stopped, . It

seems as if a cold hand clutched his

heart. His brain whirls; he ¢can hardly

see. *What is-it?” he asks himself as

the attack bt g

If his:question:

Ty
A »

%‘ﬁ

that his’ seizure is
a warning:to pay :
more attention to..

lbsﬂalieadyderangae'ld ' & s
¥ irregular meals Y , ERREREE |
az’:d rich foods. i

Doctor _Pierce’s .
Golden Medical.

adopted merely defensive tactjes. It
was  not attempted. to ‘foreé ‘back the
Boers’ right. which move resulted in
their general retivement %dos Sooms

Babbington® left Modder River in the,
mummg and arrived wntb’mtgvo smiles
of Koodersberg at 4.30 p.m., too late to
attemp';t' the turning m»ovem:eag; :

Next/morning it was found that the '
Boers had fled from the lower drift, but !
s&ill remained -on- the hill, which they
Teft \':heu they perceived B’abbingtou'sl'
movements, }

Early‘.vin the morring Babbington vig-
erously‘sheile& the retiring Boers.

fhe whole British force now return- .
ing to camp.

This little “affair reflects credit upon |

Macdonsld’s tactics and pr'ov.esf that: the X

Highlanders have thoroughly recovered
their old dash and courage. :
Boers in Zululand. g

London Feb. 10.—~The Boers have

| breeding il
| It makes the hlood , . fHi

| ation for sound,

| ago I began to have

Discovery ' cures
diseases of the
stomach and or-'‘ |
gans of digestion" '
and nutrition. " 'Tt /
eliminates frofi ‘the ' &
blood disease B
poisons.{
rich and pure, a?!, ! ?
furnishes a found- . KW

physical health. . .
tAbout ten years

. trouble with my

stomach,” writes Mr.
Wm. Connolly, of 535
Walnut Street, Lorain
Ohio, “It got so bad

; that I had to lay oft

uite often—two and g
three days in a week. T have been treated by
the . doctors in this city, but got no help,
Some said I had cancer of fhe stomach, others
catarrh, others d{;spepsia. Then I <vrote to

ou for advice. Vou advised: the use of your

Golden Medical Discovery® and ‘ Pleasant Pel-

lets.’ These medicines I have taken as directed.

I commenced to get better from the start, and

have not lost a day this summer on account q(.)

my stomach. I feel

tip-top, and petter than I
have for ten years.” s i g

v Keep the bowels healthy by using Dr.’
Pierce’s Pellets. ' ‘They don’t gripe.
i

rpthe gun

. | trated omehim,

ing-: ﬁrs‘t'. ./ There. is a feeling. of much
’mdx_;g ,jfdo'i_],hdéﬁ‘éel than at the "‘openi'ng of

last: week, ini consequence of:the belief ;

that the hands of Field Marshal Lord

|Ro;berts-'.a'nd‘ Loxd ﬁifcMnér are firmly

‘grifppe'd‘at’ ‘the hélm, and wlgiitever'hao-
ipené, the éa«m'paign will now. be wago3
‘under careful comprehensive plans,' in
which all forces will co-operate.

Both sides seem to :be collecting foxr
an attack. The left of the Boer army
is creeping through Zululand, threaten-
ing the British Tight and at Chieveley,
Gen. Joubert, with 6,000 men, is repor:-

| ed . to be endeavoring to attack Bulier.

Boer aggressiveness already has been

_repulsed at Rensburg, while from whait
.now becomes the most important poins

in the campaign—Modder River—comes

the news of ceaseless activity and r_of :

doubled viligance,

These reports create .hdpefulness in
Great Britain rather than zi-nxiety, for
the impression exists ‘that Boer aggres-
siveness will give the British. troops :the
long-yearned for opportunity, and 'tend
greatly to assist the broad plan of can-
paiga which Roberts may shortly be ex:
pected to set in motion at Modder River,

—_— F

RQBERTS AT, MODDER RIVER. ! 3
M s crkbisure.

: LR, S ;
Is in Command of the Forces There—
Sir F. Carrington’s Appointment,
gy S
Londoa, Feb. 12.—In the House of
Londs to-day, replying to a’ question as'
to whether Major-Gen. Sir I'rederick
Carrington was destined for a, command
in Africa, and whether Methuen was in
command at Modder River, Lord Lans-
downe, secretary -of. state for war, an-
swered the portion of the query referring
to Gen. Carnington in the atirmative,
and added, Gen. Roberts is now at the
Modider River and in commind- of the

whole forcas there;

§ Lieut. Tait Dead.

Leondon, Feb. 12.—A dispatcy,'h‘ -froni"
Modder River announces theit Lieut, ¥.°

O. Tait, the amateur g0lf champion, died
of the wounds he received during Gen.
Macdonald's reconmhaissance at Koodérs-

‘ ‘mm[- i

Why General ‘Buller Withdrew From Vaa
Krantz —Two Roads Which Are
Impracticable.

How' Viljoen Saved the Guns.

|, London, Feb. 12—A dispatch from Bul-
{ler’s camp, dated yesterday, ‘noon, de-
"vsc‘r'_ibes a daring feat on the part of the

.Boer general Valjoeh. A Maxim-Vickers

‘gun, abandoqeﬂ:ii;‘r the Boers in a donga,  |*
| vas about te'fall 'into British: hands,
~: 'when theyfgarless Viljéon himself brought

baek a team of horses and escaped with

¥

Londod, Feb:#12.~The war office ha¥
‘recéived the following from Lord Roberts

| dated Modder. River, Feb, 11th:

“I received a‘télegram from Gen. Bul-
leri'as follows, dated Friday, 9th:
; ;;1."1th_:15 neﬁésga'ry for‘ me, after seiz-
. ing Vaal Krantz, to entrench it as the
p‘i}%gt 0"f farther operations, but I found,

nafter trying tvs;o days, owing to'the na- '

tire of the ground, that this was imprac-
: ticable, It wiils“,(,also exposed to a fire
1 from heawy guns - in positions from which
f our artillery was don‘nvinated.

S is essential ‘to- troops :advancing
‘o Lady’s!n;i,th..‘by Harding or_'Monger’s
*. Drift to hold Waal Krantz securely, and
“accordingly we are not pressing the ad-

fiiié;idi»;yg' his way between the

.red-.ﬂasﬂé,s'.\;ipé "black clouds. of 'lyddite -
| Shélls whicki‘the British artillesy concen-

: va}_ce by _these roads, as I find we, cane
of. make- it pdeure.’ i Lxs s sl T sy
{ During the night Gen. Hildyard t6f"
,tﬁi{ed himself’ ‘cc'm.tinu'all'y with . much.
;sﬂiﬂl, building traverses:and head covers.:
,(‘!Jdt'zsequently, though expdsed to ‘4 ter-
wific shell ﬁ‘re,”ﬁg only lost 41. .
' In twelve minutes 63. shells exploded in
tthé hill, and 240 were counted in two
hours, besides ,éxpaller shell§ from Maxim-
,_:Vickex-s guns, :which were innumerable.
| Prince Christian Victor, aide-de-camp
o Gen. Hildyard, was knocked down by
the concussion of a 100-pound shell
:bilrsting on a rock by which he was sit-
ting. The Prince behaved throughout
"with extreme ' composure,

 THE SEGEOF LADISTR,

Ehy e

A? Acconat of Daily Life in the Besjeged

f British Garrison--How the Boers
Work.

I»

: (Associated Press.)

i« London, Feb, 12.—Recent majils from
'*A:friea bhave brought a large and inter-
‘esting batch of letters from the -corres-
’bondmrts at the front or élsewhere. An
raccount of life im Ladysmith, written by

“the late G. W. Steevens for the Daily |

Mai!, is dated Ladysmith, Nov. 10th,
And in part is as folows: ;

*“That bombardments were a hollow
Herror, I had ‘understood, but how hol-
fow, mot till I experienced the bombard-
ment of Ladysmith. It must be said that
the . Boers make wuar like gentlemen of.
They restrict their hours: of
work with trade union punctuality. Sun-
days were always a holiday, so was the
‘day after any busy shooting. They sei-
dom began before breakfast,

Knocked Off Regulrly for Meals,
the lucheon interval was 11.30 to mnoon
fpr riflemen, and 12 to 12.30 for gun-
Hers, who hard’y ever fired after tea
'ﬁime. and never when it raimed.

c “I beligve that an enterprising eRemy
of the Boer strength (it may Have been
anything from 10,000to 20,000,20d to their’
mobility made ‘one mmn of them equal
to two of our, reduced 11,000), could,
not have taken Ladysmith, at least
ave put us to great loss and discomfort,
But the Boens have the great defect of
ull amateur  soldiers—they love their
ease, and do not mean to be killed. Now
Without toil and hazard they could not
“take Tadysmith. To de them justice,
they did not at first try to do wanton
damage in town. . They fired almost ex-
¢lusively on the batteries, the camps, the
‘balloon, and moving bodies of troops.
’I‘n a day or two the troops were

- * Far Too Snugly Protected

behind schanzes and reverse slopes,

“The inhabitants were mostly ‘under-
ground; there was nothing really to suf-
fer except casual passengers, beasts and
empty buildings: Few shells fell in town,
and of the few, many were half charged
with coal dust and mever burst 'at all,
The casualties in Ladysmith during a
fortnight were one white civilian, two
patives, a horse, two mules, a wagon,
half a dozen hotises, and of the:last only
one - was actually wrecked. One, of
¢ourse, the most desirable habitation in
Eadysmith, had no less than 3 shells and

“And now what does it feel like to -be
bombarded? At first, and especially first
tg!in.g in the morning, it is quite

; 3 ;
An Uncomfortable Sensation,

=)
51 you. have nothing ‘else to  do,
rand if you :listen- and caleulate you
‘dre done, you get shells on the brain,
jhink -and talk of nothing else, finish by
ping -~ into a hole in the ground before
aylight and hiring better men than
purself to bring you down your meals..
Whenever you put your head out of the
hole you have a nose-breadth escape.
If a hundredth part of providential de-
liverances told in Ladysmith was true,
it was a miracle that anybedy in the
place was alive after the first quarter
hour.
pq¢ “A day ef-this and you are:a nerveless
l.gemi-corpse, twitecning at a fiy buzsz,
t misery to yvourself and a scorn to meigh-
{ bors. If, on:the other hand, you

Go Aboit Your Ordinary Business,
You

*

iconfidence revives - immediately.
‘can be thrown into a smull place, and
yet leave plenty of room for everyone
‘olse;. you realize that' a shell which
'mdkes a noise may be hundreds of yards
| away;' you-learn to distinguish between
"a gun's report and un overturned water
_tank; ‘you pérceive that the most awful
noise of all is the throat tipping cough
of your own guns fighting over your
head at an ‘enemy four miles away., So
yow leave the matter to Allah, and by

! %e middle “of the mornmg do not eve

"~ AGGRESSIVE

1: Ottawa, Feb.: 12.~Thei relief commit-

i:Doorh Kloof, . to separate the two Boer
see what a prodigious® weight of metal’

$ IR P A o

look to see where the bang comes from”
' Special Officers for Africa.
Ottawa, Keb. 12—The Dominion gov-
ernuvent hay decided to'send four special
officegrs to South Africa. by the Mil-
waukee, which sails on the 20th. instant.
They are to take the pluaces of those
otficers who are there now, and who will
ioin’ their battadions 'when. they reaeh
there, TFor instanee ome will take’the
piace ‘of - Lient.«Col, Drury, who takes
i command of the battery division, and
another will take the place of Lieut.-
Col, Lessard, who will command the 1st
Battalion. Mounted Rifles. . Another will
' replace, Major Forrester, and the fourth
will take the place of Lieut. W. Me-
Lean, St: John, N. B., who has got a
comimission in the Imperial army. Major

Capt. Magkie, Pembroke, ‘was appointed
some time ago, to, take his place in,the
infamtry, d 5 osaT st e
ety A Denial, . ../
| Ottawa,  Feb: *12.--In : the Houss to-
Commons to-day’ Mr. A.'J., Balfour de-
nfied the: statemeént that- Sir' Edmund ' J.
Monson' had been orderéd to * withdriw
temporarily from ‘'Paris owing to ‘the’of-
fensive-attitude of the French press with'
regard ‘to” the ' war in "Bouth Afnica,
To Relieve Distress, . ... .-

tea.of:.the Canadian Patrioti¢ :Fund de-
Sires :to .make it generally: known ‘that
 thely! are: prepired to consides &IV applic
cations.made tortheém’ for ‘relisf in‘cises’
of distress‘arising’ out-ef'the participation’
| of the Canadian contingents in'the war
o South ‘Africal ' These applicationd.may
-bemade o :the-

ing assistance,"or by 'their fiiends, pro-
{ viding, of eourse, -certhin’ ‘conditions cer:
| tifying as to the natiiré of the distress
ak‘é_"con"rpﬁed s'vi(h. e

., The Patriotic Fund.

Otiawn,; Feb. 12.—The ‘Canadian Pat-
riotic FPand to-date is’ -510'7.512;‘ 3
¢ . Canadians Brigaded.

Toronto, Feb. 12,—The  Globe corres-
pondent: with. the first Canadian contia-
gent -in:Africa cables from Belmont this
morning:.: ‘““The -Canadians have been
brigeded with the second Duke of Qom-
wall’'s Light Infantry, 2nd Sh’ropshxreg.
and 1st ‘Highlanders, to form the 19ti:

formed ‘of ‘the “militia ‘battalion of Higa-
land regiments,

“It is understood Gen. Smith Dorrien
will command.” p

_._.o_——_
London, Feb, 9.—Messages from corres-
pondents with Genera! Ruller throw in a

phrase or.two about ‘“‘the strength of the
Boer positions,” and “the difficulties of

General - Builer’s work,”’ bhut. they do not
carry -events -beyond Taesday evening.

Their: -last  slender narratives leave. the
British ‘advance on Vaal Krantz, in '‘the
centre of a semi-circle where the troops
are exposed to the Boer artillery on both
sides and in the centre.

The- fighting continued untll 9 on Tues
day ‘evening, and almost withcut doubt
continued on Wednedlay, as the Boers cer-
“tainly ‘would not leave tkis wedge into

their Hnes unmolested.

It' 18 “also inferred that General Buller
niusf - either continue his advance or re
Hre s g ot ; il SR 3
, 'The . heaviest fighting appears to haye
been on "lunesday. General RBuller’s 272
casualties are mentioned as having oc-
curred before Tuesday noon. Large lats

are ‘vonsequently expected for the rest of
the day.

The c¢asualties already reported bring
the total' British losses to 10,244 killed,

wounded. and captured.

Tihe .isposition here is rather to mini-
inize the importance of the fighting in
Natal, and to suggest that .this is omly an
incident anyway, placing hope. .upon  the
expected decisive engagements in northern
Cape Colony upon the invasion of the Free
State by TLord Koberts.

(At<HH events this is ‘the officlal view.
The .public'dves not like ‘these new waits,
and there is sharp. anxiety for further
news.

In Cape Colony Gemn. Macidonald has had
a skirmish with a thousand Boers at Koo-
doodorg. This was - on . Monday. The
Boers’' have been taking the offensive
against General Fremeh near Rensberg, as
well ‘as against General .Gatacre in the
Stormberg hills. j

A| 'suppledentary army estimate to
‘March:81st was laid before the House of |
Commons" yYesterday, bhut was not made
pubjic: It is reported that the call is for
twenty million pounds; which would make
the ‘cost ‘of the war up 19 date thirty iodl-
ifon! poynds. . The. mairtenance of 200,000
mer. at the front it-is estimated costs be-
‘tween eight mijlon pounds and ten million

rounds per month,
Situation Reviewed.

Discussing ‘Buller’s last ' move, dr. Span-
cer  Wikinson, writing ° in the Morning
Post, - says: ; :

“The  ndvantage of ‘thiz’ liné of action Is
that with modern weapons the - operation
<1 ‘plercing the enemy’s front-is one of “he
utmost dificulfy. e TS R P

“At the beginning eaeh cide can concen-
irate on one point of the enemy’s Jines the
fire .of ‘the long portion of its own front,
of: all“the riflomen along 2 front of a_ mile
and-a ‘half, and of all the guns along .a
front of ‘three or four miles.
sailant chocses: his point” of attack he can

agafpst that .point, but as he advances dnd
pushes back .part -of the -enemy’s line,'‘the

Ing ‘Aire of a great. semi-eircle, while the
asgal.l’fmits' fire. from his convex. front i
divergent rather than convergent. . -
“Thls task, hard in_any case, is render-
ed.harder when a river must tirst be cross-,

j-ed, for a river bétwéér; two armies pre- | .

vents the' hssailant from engnging the de-
tenders ‘alonig’ his : " ;
aptillery,”and therefore'a defender, as soon
as --he"'x*ecog'n'mesd the ‘Yeal ‘point of attack,
can hurrytroops  from- both ‘wings io his
centfe; -The rivér also ‘limits’ the numbez
of troops ‘that an assailaht can ‘bring 'to
«bear,” for ‘they -must all’ eross the bridge or
bridges- hy defile.. - g

“Ceneral; Buller has made a good start.
b In order to.be able to advance he will
nrobably have to drive the Boers. from

wings, and then, while holding one, to at-
tack.: crush the other,

“THat cannot be any ensy mattar. for
thav ‘can move troops faster than we, A
will probaMr ponr a Leavy fire from nopth
and. west. if not from north. west and
enst, ;on Vaal Krantz.

SWWe ‘hear from Ladvsmith  that Tener
hea¥y Pageare has gone toward the naa.
sage.] The Boers are well aware that de.
fent’ means for them the ralsing of the

slege iof  Tmdvemith and thelr retroat
the. district.” gt

Panet wil’ also join the battery, and|

| when :the House ‘went into’ committee

; : sécretary; postage frée, [
either 'by “individuals ' thémselves requir-

Brigade, and a second brigade will be| .

‘As 1he ge- o

at the outset gain a superiority " of fire

enemy. can pour on his: troops the convérz- {°

whole' front, except wliih. :

0 | I N
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Mr. Wyndham Announces the
Country Will S8oon Have
Over 500,000 Men.

Th

Gompnlsorx Sme Has Nt
Been Considered by the
' Government.

(Au«x;lated Press.)
London, Feb, 12.—The House of Con.
mons was crowded to-day in anticip,.
tion-of the statément of Mr. Ge L
Wyndham, parliamentary secretary h
the war  office; . in regard’ ‘to- ;
measures. .Mr. Wyndham: said the
try. would soon have ‘over half a
MGN, il iR EN

Mr. Wyndham erose ‘amidst  cheery

ﬂ'fmy
coun.
mifli»‘!

o ’ H‘
supply, ‘and said-that he 'did: not Propose

to deal with the question of the prosecy.
tlon;-of'\ the war, but “Wwonld 'proceed in.
;:mgimtezy %6 “outline - mnitary
‘hecbissary: for phiting’ hothe "de

@ sHtisfactory Thotlng. “Tha gover

 had not o en’ ¢onsidered the question of
: eotipulsdy was

'pulSory service, which was entirel;
pincCesssiy In view of the
.o Activity of -Recruiting
fo;-';'the‘-ra‘-\;xill!ary forces, Sirce the war
10,000 recruits had joined under the .
isting’ conditions, and if’ improveq facili.
tiés” were offered, he anticipated that the
vpﬁu::tary auxiliary forces, if their off.
clency was inereased, .would easily suf.
ficé for Dassive defence'and to &arrisoq
the ‘seaports and ather, positions. They
mighit even be qualified for undertakin,
more onerous dufies, )
The igovernmenit proposed to put the
pay, of the militia on.the same scale a;
the regulars, and embody the whole voj.
unteer artillery, which would be Te-
armed and a higher capitation grop:
would be given the volunkeers, coupieq
with the

Demand for Higher Efficiency.

A mounted infantry volunteer corps
would be formed and the yeomanry would
be treated on the same broad basis, The
artillery army service ceorps and engin-
€ers  necessary - for the two additional
almy corps would be raised forthwith,
nameiy, thirty-six feld batteries ang
seven horse baltteries.

The speaker a’so said it: had been de-
cided to raise twelve additional infantrv
battalions, ;

Mr. Wyndham ‘said tae existing ca-
valry forces also would be extended, and
that commissions would e offered to
milita officers of the colonies—(great
cheers) —and  to' the universities. At
prese..t there ‘were 109,000 regulars in
the country, ‘and’ the inerease was an-
ticipated ‘to be 30,000 There were now
328,000 men i the auxiliary forces snd
it was' estimated the increase would be
50,000 'men, so, a’together, the country
would . soon” Have
o A LW B1Z.0007. .
and Mr. Wyndham anticipated that the
number would be mearer six “hundred
thousand them haif a million.

The secretary .of state for war, Lord
Lansdowae, fumished the House o
Lords with:a statement s'milar to fhat
of Mr., Wyndham. I3

The Prince of Wales and the Dulke 'of
CGambridge were interested listeners ‘in
the House. of Lords.

During his remarks, Mr, Wyndham reé-
ferred to the government’s confidence in
the power and. splendid efficiency of the
fleet, .saying it had never been gréater
or more legitimate-than now, but in case
of the fear of invasion: the garrisonimg
of the vast towns-would devolve on the
auxiliary forces, as it would be the first
duty of the fleet to be off the enengy’s
coast .or face te faée with the enemy.
The government, Mr. Wyndham _.said.
was - ' f

: Not Mak'mg‘ an Appeal ;
for men and money in a spirit of panic.
The risk was already much nearer. than
a year ago, but it had increased. in exact
proportion to the reduction of the home
military defence, which sufficed to- jus-
tify the present demand for the increase
of the resources.for home defence.
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