‘QUAKE ENGULES PERSIAN
"VILLAGES: OVER 5,000 PERISH

&
¥ .

Ten Thousand Head of Cattle Killed---Location and

Appalling Results of

ance. at Last Come to Light.

“Unknown’’ Disturb-

Teheran, Persia, Feb. 17.—News was
regéivéd hdérs to-day showing that the
vielent earthquake recorded on Janu-
' ary 13th on almost every scientific ol?-
séivatory in the world weré seismo-
' gropht dré inBtailéd, had its: location
‘in the province of Luristan, Western
Persia. Sixty Villagek in. that aistrict
weye whally or partiaily -@estroyed, and
the résultant loss of life is placed. &t
Bbwacti 5,000 and 8,000 people:

s iWforination Was eonveyed th
 pefnted -teports Just recelved by the
gi:)verhi'neht. In t‘heﬁ_lstﬂéts of Buru-
kifd ‘and Selghorifi; Lustan provinee,
1ié shotwswers -of \'the 'greatest vio-
180cs, Al hers the néaviest cagualties
‘opburred.. | ;.. _

‘Beverdl villages are reported to have
beén iéh}pié’t;{l‘& “enghlfed, The losses
wimflﬂ.:hz:.ve Peen : wvery much  greater
weré it'not for the fact that this dis-
t#iet. ls spdréely popiilated, The desti-
tilte Hurvivors aré flocking into the
town of Bufukurd, whence appedls for
assistance. are now .reaching the gov-
efment.

The - peasantry lost all their herds,
and it is estimiated that from 10,000 to
12,000 head of cattle perished. . °

This is thé first dccurate location of
the vieléfit emrthquake shock of Janu-
ary 18th; it having. beén supposed up to
to-8ay that the *disturbandé had cen-
tered in Western Asla, in A'siatic Rus-
gia, or even in the waters of the-In-
dian ocean, g

The records showed that the tremors
weré practically of the- sdrie force as
thoss of December 28th, whicth convert-
ed the coast regiens - of Sicily -and
Ca.labi-ia. into a scene of desolation and
tuin, The shocks in quéestion were ré-
corded “in London; Bérlin, Hamburg,
Goettingen, Vienna, Stuttgart, Wash-
ingtoh,‘etc., and even ‘An"far ‘off Cape
Colony, - :

The province of Luristan
mounféri,xlml-xs and sparsely settled. It
is about 300 milés southwest of Te-
heran, aix}d the only communication
with the Pérsian capital is by courier.
The inhabitants are chiefly Bakytyaris,
4 effstioot of the Iranian people.
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DISASTER
~ IN ENGLAND
EXPLOSIONS .ENT.O'MB b

" NEARLY 150 MINERS

R e e

T T PN

Only 37 Mén Are :R'eéd'vered
* Alive Fror Blazing.’
© . Propéity.

SCHOONER TOTAL WRECK

" TRewcastis-ohiTyne

rBlé disactes HBs

Stanley, a small 1 .
6lies Prom Hete, in- which it §s fearsd
éver ‘a hundred: 1ives have beeh: lost. |
" %Prere were ‘two < explosions dt 4
«o'#166K 1h tHe afferndon in_ the West
. Stéinley collidry, whigh embloys fouf
hundréd -imeh. . ‘Néatly two hundred
mén were in the pit at the time.

Almost immedifatély ‘aftér the -ex-
piosion, “flarhes ' burst through the
shaft, Scorchifig .the woarkets at thé
pit lidad ahd blowinig ‘but. the fencing
and appardtus at the entrandes, .
.The flames sprd&d rapidly, dnd it
Whs. | impassible - for . the. -rescuing
party t6 descénd to. -thé. Workings.
Thousands of anxious personis gather-
el at the mouth of the pit. but for
h'a':rs the fire Burned iuﬂi‘)uél}"‘.

ftér rescue wark had progressed al

adght “the mifis was ueaferg a8 far as

t8 second 16Veél, where 32 men were
found alive this mording. Most of
thef, however, wers severely injured.
: md?ms 'dif\tﬁt'eeip!es'idﬁ' el ' 80
terrifie, that altheugh the uppér level
whete it océurréd 18 840" 'feet deep,
flames lefiped fifty feet abbve ths pit
mouth on the surfhée. "~ -~

Thé restuérs reached bottorh level of
the mine thig aftérfioon without find-
mz any . further -8igng- of life, but they
did diseover the hogies of a score of
men wha apparently had suceumbed
to afterdamp, only 37 men having been
brought- wp alive 'oat of a total of 147,

-An émplesion - involving the loss  of
twélye lives occurred: at,the. sarne. €6l
oo BT e

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION,

Winnipeg, Man., Feb, 17.-A ‘work-
mei's compbhsation ‘act, ‘dfafted in ac-
cordance with' the ' ‘wishes' of the
~traf@es and labor ecounecil, is to beé in-
troduced in' the legislature this session

‘3. F. ‘Mttehell, M, P, P, for North
~Winnipeg. A measure of this charaeter
was submitted last yea¥, but it was
“one of the slaughtered innocents at the
close of the séssion, ;

OFF LONG ISLAND

Quick Work by Life Saving
8tation—Entire Crew
Saved.

New York, Feb, 17.—The foursmaster
schooner Miles M, Merry ran ashoré
oh the beach within a few hundred
yatds of the liféssaving  station at
‘Moriches;, I, 1., beforé daylight this
mothing.

. The point: wheré . the vessel lay
nav¥aifg on the sand was less tha: ~
of 3 mile from the pldee wr
—eore last year, and the ¢
tithes’ ' life-saving © =@ 3
S 3 ygnized her- as < the vessel
which they had assisted less than a.
year ago.

The Meérry was bound from Boston
ts Newport News, Va., and was un-
lemded. When first sighted by the life-
savers she was between the beach and
a sand bar, lyihg off shore, and was
‘salling along the shore; her officers ap-
pareéntly: unaware of their danger; al-
though the vessel' was then in very
shallow water and the weather was
‘clear, but dark. Soon aftér the vessel
sttuck on-the ‘beach -only & short dig-
tatice “froff  the ' life-saving ~ station.
Riding light she drove high upon the
beach bEfore ‘a stiong westerly wind.

The sea was funning high and the
vessel pounded heavily, but did . net
spring a _leak, The Moriches life-saving
ocréw were on the beath within a few
minutes &after she stran@ed. So near:
was the vessel to the dry land that the
life-savers “were enable to use heavy
life-saving gear which is - commoniy
used in Jpractice. A liné was quickly
shot th_r‘o_ugh her rigging, and Capt, J.
O. Farrow, of Saco, Maine, and 11 men
‘composing ‘the ‘crew, were " quickly
taken ashore en the breeches buoy,
without ‘even’ being wét' by the séa.

Capt.: Farrow- immediately gerit an
appeal for assistance to the revenue
cutter Mohawk, lying: ‘in New: York
harbor, and notified J. F. Winslow, of
Portland, Maine, the owner of the
stranded vessel, b

The Milées M. Mérry stranded at high
water, and although ghe is unloaded
there will be considérable difficulty in
floating" her.” Otherwise the vessel 'is
not in a dangérsiis position,

Portland, Maine, Feb, 17.—A dispatch
from Capt. Farrow, of the schooner
Miles M. Merty, d@shore at Moriches,
L. I, to6 the owners J. S, Winslow &
Company, received to-day, stated that
the vessel had blown high up on the
;mwh, and will probably prove a total
ass, g

The Merry sailed from Boston on ¢
{ith inst. for Newpert News, Cgpta,‘lls
TFarrow was. in - charge temporarily
owing to the illness of Capt. Fickett
the regular master, The Merry was
built . at Bath, Maine, in 1901, ang is
Valued at $35,000,

] —
EXTRA SESSION OF CONGRESS,

Washington, D. €., Feb. 17.—The
extra session of éongress will be con-
vened on March 16th. - Thig date- was
definitely settled to-day, and President«
Eleet Taft authorized the announce-
ment; . ¥

CHILD'S FATAL BWALLOW.
. N &
Hamilton, Ont., Feb. 17.—Myrtle Olive
Merritt, aged two years and seven months,
Swallowed an iron washer last Thursday.
The obstacle stuck in her throat, causing
her ‘dédth yesterday. 8

LETHBRIDGE PUBLICITY SCHEME.

Lethbridge, Alta., Feb. 17.—At the an-
nual meeting of the board of trade it was
decided to hold .monthly meetings in the
future at ome o’clock. The board will
have s luncheon at thése meetings, and,
as one of the members sald, “Shout
Lethbridge till thé very Heavens ring.”

TO BXTEND € P, R. STATIONS,

Ottawa, Feb, 17.~The railway com-
mission yesterday afternoon granted
the application of the C. P, R. for leave
to extend its Windsor and Place Viger

stations in. Mantreal,
¢

y

&

48 MILLIONS SO 7
FAR SPENTONG. T. P

{Special to the Times).

Ottawa, Feb. 17.—The total
expenditure by the government.
on the construction of the Na-
tional Transcontinental railway
to the 16th inst., has been $48,-
265,129. During the past twélve
months the expenditures were
$26,010,547.

HOLOCAUST IN
 MEXICAN GITY

FEARFUL STRUGGLE FOR
LIFE AT BURNING THEATRE

Further Details of Acapuléo
Horror—Death List - .
Over 200.

Mexico City; Féb, 17.-~Late dispatehes
from Aecaptilco, wherg the Flores the<:
aire was burned on Sunday . night,
when the structure was crowded at a
gala performance given in honor of
Govérhor Damian; bring varylng esti-
mates of the loss of life from the holo-
caust, They dgree in declaring, how-
ever; that the dead will exceed 200,
while some place the figures at 350.

Most of the dead were charred and
burred beyond recoghition; so that it
will take probably several days to se-
cure an accurate list of the yictims,

Acapulcp is'in molrning - over the
catastrophe. All business in the city
has ceased, thHe shops having closed,
and the people are crowding the
churches, wher® masses are being
celebrated throughout .the state of
Guerrero and at Mexico City for the
sufferers,

The fire. which spread@ with incred-
ible rapidity through the immense
wooden and adobe structure, was due
to the careléssness and * ifiexperietice
of the operator of the moving picture
machine; Thére was an explosion, a
burst of flames, which communicated
to the bunting used for decorative
purposes, and in a few minutes the-en-
tire stfucture was a mass of fire,

The flames started practically over
the main entrance. The exits were all
in the front part of tHe builditig, Which
was almdst immediatély tiurned ifito

‘8. widll of fite, so that the people were

“the burning building, =

in a’ frenzied panic tried

*auntlet- of fiames; ‘“but
W L med, scores oOf others
perished.' Ag nédarly always in catas=-
trophes of -this'kind, the women and
children suffered the -most, making up
the majority of the-dead. - -

The search' of the fuins ‘whick ‘has
now being going on for some hours has
thus far revealed no recognizable hu-
man forms, Charred bodies from which
légs and arms Have béeén btrned, to-
gether with many dismembered lilnbs,
have been tdken from. thé Tuing, and
a8 there  was noichafice of identifidh-
tion the remains Have all been Buried
in a comrhon treneh by the municipal
authoritiss, e ke 2

The greatest loss of life Wwas ocea-
sloned, according .to survivors, By the
fall of the roof, which crashed’ down

‘on-the eritrapped people in what sesmi-

ed an incredibly short time ‘after the
blaze was distoverdd. Previous Yo tHis
the entrapped people had fought like
demons, striking down women and
children in their efforts to eseape. The
falling of the roof, however, stilled the
screams of the ‘panic-stricken audi-
ence,

The firemen 4nd the c¢rowds on the
outside who had beén attfacted to
the scene. could do nothing te help
the people in the burning building, and
were compelled 'to stand helpless and
watch the theatre, with its human con-
tents, burn. After the first five or ten
minutes there were no cries heard, and
there was no noise save that made by
the spurting and erackling flames.

Latest reports indicate that no Am-
ericans lost their lives, although
earlier dispatches had said that sev-
eral wete killed. The American con-
sul, Mr. Mootehead, had been invited
to the performance, but pressing
business made it impossible for him
to attend, and this probably saved
his life. ' Many of those who escaped
were injured in' the panic or sewverely
burned, and many o6f the houses near
the scene were transformed into hos-
pitals to take care of these people,

HALF U. S. FLEET
FOR PACIFIC COAST

Amendment to Naval Bill Af-
fects Disposition of
Warships.

‘Washington. D, C., Féb, 17..—One haif
of the United Btates fleet should be
kept on the Pacific coast at all times,
is the opinion of the senate. An amend-
ment to the naval bill was agreed on
last night, providing that, in the dis-
cretion of the President, one haif of the
vessels may be kept in Pacific waters,
so far as practicable. Thé President
already has the authority to so divide
the fleet, but the amendment was made
to givé expression to the opinion of
congress in favor of such action,

CALLED TO WINNIPEG CHURCH.

‘Barrie, .Ont., Feb, 17.—~Rev, W. E, Bers
tall Heiney, vicar of Trinity church here,
has been called to St. Luke’'s church,
Winnipeg. He will likely accept.

RUSSIAN GRAND DUKE DEAD.
Bt. Petersburg, Feb, 17.—Grand Duke

Viadimir Alexandevitch died here at 6
o’'clock this evening. .

_VIOTORIA TIMES FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1009,

ORANGE LODGE
STARTS ‘BUSINESS

OFFICERS FOR BLACK
'CHAPTER ARE ELECTED

P

0. of T. R. B. Officials Chosen
‘Yesterday After-
noan.

(From Tuesfay’s Daily.)

The Provincial Grand Orange Lodge
of British Columbia - ¢ommenced its
rineteenth annudl séssion this morning
in the A. O, U. W. hall, when addresses
were read by R. W. G. M., D. C. Mc-
Laren; R..W. @, S, W. H. Brett; R.
W Ge ., Clark, and R, W. G.
O.,"'W. J; Whiteley. Thé electioni of
committees..wés procesded with, after
¥hich the ‘eonvention  adjourned for
Minok,™ "l N ;

A formal.welgome by the Mayor will
be given the visiting delegatés. this
afterhoon. Withthe Grand Master and
other “officers on the piatform this
moriing weresR; W. P. G. M.’s, I
Wallace, Victorid, ' T. . Cunningham;
Vancouvér;zand H. T. Thrift, Hazel-
mere; : :

¢/ 7 ‘Grand Black Chapter,’

The Grand Black Chapter of B. C.
Roydl Black Knights of ireland con-
cludéd the fifth annuai sessfon yester-
day dfterhoon in the A; ©. U. W. hall,
with the eléction of offieers; whieh re-
sulted ag follows:

P. G. Master, Sir Kt. W. 8; Jago,
Vancouver.

D, G. Master, Sir Kt. W. H. Dun-
more, Vancouver,

A, D. G, Master, Sir Kt. G. S. Grima-
son, Victoria.

G. Chap., Rev. W, H, Brett, Vancou-
ver.

G. Registrar, J J.
Couver,

G. Treasurer,. R, Fawecett, Vancou-
ver.

G. Lecturer; A, Armstrong, Cumber-
land.

D. G. Lecturer,
Revelstoke,

First Censor, R. C, Pattérson; Néew
Westminster,

Second Censor,
Mission City, - IS

First 8t. Bearer, John -Walsh, Vie-
toria, : %

Becond 8t ,Bearer, N, 8. McDonald,
New Weéstmitister.

G. Pursuivant,
couver.

D. G. Registrar, C, Elliott, Vancou-
ver,

Tulk, Van-

J. H. Armstrong;

F. E. Packingham,

L. T Bmifl, Vvan-

JEONE. J8 L H
‘Outside 'Tyllén, Fohn Weltdés] Vie-
toria. iy

Committee—Sir Knights Jad. Sopley,
Victoria; R, J. Surgenor, Saanich: E.
B. Langdale,: Vancouver; G.. A.-Booth-
royd, Sifrey Cénter; D, B. Stevens,
Rossland; J. Braden, Widtoriai Q. Mc-
Donadld, Victoria,

O. of T. R. B. Officérs,

The largest attended annua] meeting
of the O. of T. R, B. was held yester-
day afternoon in the A O, U, W. hall,
when the ahnual election of officers
;took. place. The election resulted as
follows, the names being known only
to mémbers of the brdér.

G. P. Y. Loryafhey, Vancouver, B.C.

N. G. P., B Husbinivél, Miner City,
B.C. 10
B. R.,S, Kulthorn, Vancouver, B.C.
C. B, P. Makledry, Mifier Cit¢, B.C.
C. M., T. Selsocht, Vancouver, B.C.
K, J. Crown; A’ Restopn, New West-
minster, B.C,

R. \W., S. Kordciroykt, New Waest-
minster, B.C.

P, T. T. G., O. Gaulimiag, Vancou-
ver; B.C, ' ¢

S. H., N. Haywecta, Victoria, B.C.

R. A. for Ontario, A, Settmase, To-
ronto, Ont.

R. A. for’ Winnipég,
‘Winnipeg, Man,

R. A. for Montreal,
treal, Que. ¢

R. A, for Hamilton, Ont., J, Farherp,
Hamilton, Ont,

The Royal Brown Minstrels gave an
entertainment last night at the - hall,
which-wag largely attended and greatly
appreclated;, this being their first ap-
pearance in Victoria. The next annual
meeting it was decided will be held a
Kamloops, g

B. Dozxerton,

D. Dogley, Mon-

LADYSMITH HAS BRANCH
OF DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE

Public Meeting Will Be Held to
Discuss Plans for
Future.

Ladysmith, Febm, 16.—Mayor Nichol-
son presided at a meééting in the city
hall of those interested in the forma-
tion of the Vancouver Island Develop-
ment League, The mayor explainéd
the object of the meeting and G, R.
Wilson read a eommunication from the
secretary of the league at Victoria,
dealing with the formation of the
league, and asking for views and writ-
ing matter relating to the city and its
surroundings,

On motion of John Stewart, seconded
by Mr, Earle, it was decided to form a
branch of the Vancouver Island Devel-
opment League,

John Stewart wag elected president
and Geo, R, Wilson secretary. The
executive committee will consist of
those present at the meeting,

The best methods of advancing . the
objects of the league were discussed,
and it was decided to ‘call a public
meeting at an early date to perfect or-
sanjzation and consider plans for the
future,

GERMAN BANK RATE.

Berlin, Feb. 16.—The rate of discount
of the Imperial Bank of Germany was
reduced to-day from 4 to 3% per cent.
This is the first change in the rate
since June 18th, 1908, when it was

lowered from 41 .to .4 per cent,

L ey A
D. G. Treadrer, H: Wilkinson, Kam- |-

e W,

Ko,

FL.OOR. COLLAPSES;
83 CASUALTIES

Valencia, Spain; Feb, 17.—Five
persons were killed to-day, and
78 were ‘injursd, 28 seriously; by
the collapse of a floor in a hall
where lots were being drawn
for consecription,

WEIRD LEAGUE OF
SELF DESTRUCTION

NEURASTHENIA CLAIMS
VICTIMS IN RUSSIA

Suicide Clubs Where Death Is
Found in Many Strange
Ways. 5

London, Feb. 17.—Theé Daily: Mail's
St. Petersburg corréspondent declares
that neurasthenia is claiming an ever-
incréasing humber of people in all sec-
tions ot St. Petersburg society,

A niimber of people, tired of life, séek
death by various methods. Persons of
fashionable seclety jqurney to Finland
and fling themselvegs into the romantic
Imatra Rapids.

Strange cliibs and socleties are in ex-
istance. Orie of these is styled the
“Tiger and Hunter.”” Two members
draw lots and decide who will bé the
“tiger” and who the ‘“hunter.” A sil-
ver bell is g arcund the “tiger’s”
neek and the “hunter” ig given a load-
ed revolver. Both enter ldrge rooms
and the spectators take refuige in safe
corners:; The hunt begins. The
“hunter’s” eyes are bound. Hé is al-
lowed six shots, guidéd by thé sound
of the bell. If he fails to hit the
“tiger” the riles are reversed, and the
“hunter” becomes the ‘‘tiger.”” This
continues until blood flows.

Another society Hhas ‘champagne
évenings,” where one among 20 bottles
is drugged with morphine:. Sométimés
in & singlé night theéré are numetrous
sedret suicides for which thére is rio
plausible explanation, giving rise, says
the Mail’'s correspondent, to the sus-
bicion that the victims belong to the
same league of self destruction.

DOCTOR’S FORTITUDE

MIRING. APEBATIAN

Refuses Euii itesn ' aving
Appendix. Removed—Won-
derfully Rapid Recovery.
e

New York, Feb. 17,—~Dr. Edward K.
Robbins, a veterinary surgeon of Bay-
shore, Long Island, refused to take
ether when he had his appendix re-
moved last week. He remained quiet
throughout the opération and just four
days after he drove five miles to his-
home. The following day he was- at-
ténding to his practice. The case is
believed to be without a parallel.

Dr. Robbins drove over to'the sana-
torium of Dr. Wm. H. Ross, at Brént-
wood, five milés from his own home.
Dr. Ross and Dr, Haven prepared to
operate and as the nurse approached
the patient with the ether cone, he
calmly waved her aside.

‘““There’'s nothing the matter with
your heart, old man,” Dr. Ross; who
is an.old friend, assured him,

“I know it, but I'm going to cut ths
ether because I want to see the oper-
ation,” said Dr. Robbing. *“You may
pa:li{t on a Kttle cocaine if you wish.”

is was done and the eperation pro-
ceeded steadily without interruption
from the patient, whose head was
propped up so that he could see every
move of the surgeons,

MURDER AND SUICIDE
IN A TAXICAB

Telephone  Inspector  Kills
Young Girl and Ends His
Own Life,

Reading, Pa., Feb, 17.—While speed-
ing along in a taxicab here early to-
day Stella Rock Tassél, aged 18, ‘was
shot and killed, and her companion,
Geo. E. Kraut, 20 years old, after
directing the chauffeur to hurry. to a
hospital, turned the revolver that kill-
ed the girl, upon himself ,and sent a
bullét into ‘his own heart, dying almost
instantly.

The. couple éngaged the taxicab in
the busihéss section of the town short=
ly before 2 o'clock this morning, and
when the vicinity of. the young
woman’s home was reached, the ¢hauf-
feur, Lewin Becker, was startled by
the report of a shot inside the cab. A
moment later, Becker declares, the man
in the cab yelled to him excitedly to
drive to the hospital, and just as he
entered the Reading hospital grounds
he said he heéard a second shot inside
the cab. Halting at the hospital door,
the young woman was found dead in a
heap on the seat of the cab with a bul-
let wound in her head. The hurried
examination of the man showed that
he, too, was dead; having shot himself
through the heart.

Kraut was a ’'pone inspector. The
authorities believe it is .a case of
murder and suicide,

COCKFIGHTING AT BUFFALO,

Buffalo, N,-Y. Feb. 17.—William
Pembroke, whose place was raided re-
cently on the occasion of a big cock-
fight, yesterday pléeaded guilty in the
Supreme court to an indictment charg-
ing him with witnessing a cockfight

and was-fined $500, which he paid,

ABORTIVE NATAL ACT

IS FINALLY BURIED

Order in Council of Federal Government Disallow-
ing Measure Prevents Attorney-General Bowser
From Carrying Appeal Before Privy Council.

(Special to the Times.)

Ottawa, Feb, 17.—-A special issue of
the Canada Gazette the
passing of an order-in-council - on
Monday disallowing the Natal Act
passed by the British Columbla legis-
lature on February 11th, last. The
disallowance of the act within a year
of its receipt at Ottawa on the 18th
of last February prevents the possibil-
ity of the British Columbia govern-
ment taking an appeal to the Privy
Council from the decision of the pro-
vincial couirts, deelaring thé act ultra
vires. -

announces

The federal government thought the
surest way to prevent any chance of
corhplications arising should the ap-
peal be taken, although there was
only the remotest possibility of it be-
ing siistainéd, would be to disailew

the act as in the two previous cases
when the act was passed. Disallow-
ance was permissable only within

vear of the notification of its being
passed, hence action had to be taken
by the government the 18th

inst.

before

The government is satisfied that th-
question of Asiatic immigration as
evidenced by the very small arrivals
in the number of Japanese and Hin-
dus during the past year is now set-
tléed, and i8 anxious to prevent .any
possibility of further action by th:
McBride government which is seeking
tec re-open the question for political
purposes, regardless of all
ationg of treaty or Imperial

consider-

obliga-
tions and the future welfare of the
ptovince in the matter of developing
trade with the Orient.

.

OHIO CITY ISOLATED
BY BIG SLEET STORM

Business at Standstill in San-
dusky—Devastation in
Season’s Crop.

Sandusky, Ohio, Feb; 17.~This city
has been beyond the reach ot the eoiit<
side world by wire sincé 6§ o'eldck on
Sunday night, when the last telegraph
line betvéen here and Cleveland went
down &s & result of the heavy sleet
storm. The gystems of both telephone
companies, local and long distance; are
out of commission. There is no light
at night except from lamps, candles;
or gag jets. ' The.gas supply is. low.
Miles of wires are lying in the ‘streets

and alleys throughout the  eity; and

hundreds -of-poles anhm:gxgw'
ground.. If comimunication js he-
lished “within ‘a -week those who have
full knowledge of . the situation say
they will be satisfied. Business Ig at
a stdndstill. g :
The storm was the worst th the his-
tory of the city. No estimate &6 the
damage done can be made:  Thousands
of fruit trees have been ruined; and the
effects of the devastation will be ap-
parent in the coming .season’s. crop.
There is said to be absolutely no hope
for peaches throughout the entire fam
ous Lake Erie péach belt. b .

CHEMAINUS HOSPITAL,
IN GRATIFYING CONDITION

Reports for Past Year Were
Very Satisfac-
tory.

The tenth annual meeting of the Che-
mainus General HoSpital Assoclation
wag held in the Chemainus hall recent-
ly.

The réport of Dr. H, B. Rogers, resi-
dent physician, showed that the total
number of hospital days during 1908
amounted to 2,854, as compared to 8,758
in 1897, this very considerable decrease
beifig accounted for by the faét that
the logging camps of the Victoria Lum-
ber ‘& Manufacturifig Co, and theé Orof-
ton smelter were closed down during
the entire year, and that the hospital
did the amount of work set forth by
Dr. Rogers’ report is a matter for sur-
prise and is ample evidence of itg grow-
ing popularity in the district.

Dr. Rogers reminded the board of the
urgent need of a matérn*y ward and
nurses’ home, and it is the intention
to make these additions just as soon as
finanices will permit,

In view of the decrease in hospital
work during the past year, the report
of the secretary was most gratifying,
accounts in 1908 having been met and
the large balance due on heating plant
installed in 1907 having been wiped out.

On motion a vote of thanks wag pass-
ed to his honor the lieutenant-gévernor
for the supply of coal during the year;
to the Women’s Auxiliary, Mr. Lewis G.
Hill and Dr, Frost, for their kind as-
sistance in many ways; to thé em-
ployees of the Victoria Lumber & Man-
ufacturing Co., and the stevedores of
Chemainys, who, after a period of six
months, doubled theif monthly sub-
scriptions to the hospital. Had it not
been for this timely assistance meén-
tioned, there ig little doubt but that the
statement for 1908 would have shown
a serious deficit, :

——

LEGATION MURDER CASE,

Herr Beckert to Beé T'ried Under the
Laws of Chili.

Santiago, Chill, Feb. 17.—Herr Beck-
ert, the former chancellot of the Ger-
man jegation here, who is charged with
having killed an employee 6f the lega-
tion, and with setting fire to the lega-
tion offices, is to be tried under the
laws of Chili, This annotincement was
made to the Chilian authorities to-day
by Baron Von Vodman, the German
minister who acted on orders recéived
from hig government. The fact that
Beéckert once belonged to the Garman
legation is to be entirely ignored.

POINTS AGAINST
INSURANCE BILL

BEARING OF FERNIE
-LOSSES ON QUESTION

Companies Operating in British
Columbia at Present Handi-
capped by $300 Tax.

——

A point of  considerable . interest
which has apparently been overlooked
i connection ‘with the opposition
which has developed against the pro-
‘posed - insurance bill, has been brought

ito.the attention of the Times. A great

Said about. the: &lobe In-
Company, of Regiria, and lts.
o0 pay .the losses ‘ariging out

fof the Fernfe fire. These policies, it
| i8 _pointed out, had only -been written
two or thrbe weeks before the out-
' break, the amount covered being $59,«

000." It is & fair assumption, if it can-
not be statea definitely, that no pol-
icies at all'weould have been taken out
in' timeé if the dgent of the Globe com-
‘pahty had not persuaded the sufferers
to insure with his concern, The con-
tention which follows from this Hne
of argument is that the obvious loss
to the sufferers was only the amount
which they had paid 'in premiums,
which could not have been more than
$1,000, and very possibly was cone
. siderably less. -

The introduction of the present bill
upon the above plea is, along the lines
of this argument, characterized as a's
most an outrage. It is stated that
such legislation will hang a millstone
around the insurers of British Celum-
bia in the form of a board of insur-
ance companies, whose agents receive
an ayverage commission yearly of ahout
20 per cent of the premiums paid.

The insurance companies now oper-
‘ating in the province complain that
they are already heavily enough hand-
icapped, by having to pay a tax of
$300 before they can get a foothold,
This tax in -itself is enough to stifle
competition, as the -rates have neces-
sarily to be raiséd to meet thils extra
éxpénse in British Columbia. In the
case of a provincial calamity, such as
the Fernie fire, when the local gov-
ernment has to vote funds to tide over
those sufferers who have not got their
property or belongings insured, it ne-
cessarily follows that the insurers in-
directly are paying for the losseés of
those who are uninsured. This, it is
pointed out, is an altogether anoma-<
lous state of affairs, and as a conse-
quence the growing opposition against
the proposed legislation is discovering
several points of intérest which the
promoters of the bill probably never
anticipated.

i i

PRAIRIE TRAGEDY.

Homesteader's Wife Frozen to Deaath
While Bringing Homeé Provisions.

Lockwood, Sask., Feb. 17.—Mrs. Andrew
Evandson, aged about 34, wife of a Swe-
dish homesteader living about two and a
half miles east of here, was frozen to
death on Saturday night three miles east
of the village.

The family, consisting of the deceased,
her husband and five small children, the
oldest of whom is only 6 years, was In
straitened ciréumstances. The husbahd
hdd been working at the hotel here. Mrs.
Evandson had purchased about {ifty
pounds of provisions for the house, left
with them about sgix o'clock Saturday
evening to walk against a cold wind,
and evidently wandered from the road.
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