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Along this line the enemy was heavily defeated in his preparéd defences and is re-

tiring on virtually the whole battlefront. A : s B -
The British forces are réeperted to have entered the towns of Pronville, Dougnies

and Bertincourt.

' In storming the Drocourt-Queant line the Canadians
carried everything before them. ¢

‘WELLBEYON.DTHELNE.

With the British Army in France, Sept. 3, 1231 p. m~—(By the Associated
Press)—Jn heavy fighting last night beyond the Drocourt-Queant line, the Brit-
ish are reported to have made further progress on a front of 13,000 yards.

The villages of ‘Seuffemont and Recourt, more than a mile and 2 half be-
yond Dury, the recapture of which was announced

have been taken today.

The village of Etaing, two miles north of Dury, fell yesterday at about the
same time the British farther south were capturing Villers-Les-Cagnicourt.
These captures were effected after most bitter fighting,

GERMANS SHORT
OF ARTILLERY,

With the British Forces in France,
Sept. 2—(By the Associated Press)—
The Canal du Nord constitutes another
heavily defended Boche system and the
British in the fighting along this water-

ve killed an enormous number of
ﬁnﬁs who seem to have been packed

* #this locality.

.+ There has been heavy | fighting in
Sailly-Saillehel, where 100 oners were
teken and another large group of Ger-
mans killed by the British.

Early this morning the British began
operations in the area northeast of
Hendecourt. -After three counter-at-
tacks on the town had been smothered,
the British attacked the headquarters at
the Chatean from which seventy prison-
ers, including g battalion |commander
and his complete staff, were taken.

So swiftly did the British advance that
at one point in the recent fighting a
tomplete horse ambulance, including two
doctors and 850 prisoners, were taken.
Eighty Surrender to Two.

At one place a British officer with
one man bombed an enemy trench and
then advanced. FEighty Germans of the
garrison surrendered to the pair.

The effects of the recent Entente Al-
lied artillery fire are shown in an order
signed by General Ludendorff, whish
also apparently discloses a shortage of
German . General Ludendorff
says that during one month the Allies’
shell fire destroyed thirteen per cent of
the German guns in action. He directs
that strong counter-battery measures be
taken.

REICHSTAS LEADERS IN
ATTENPT T0 END WAR
Atockholm,

el i

Sept. 3—The Nyadagligt
Allehanda quotes Pieter Troelstra, Dutch
Socialist leader, as saying that an at-
tempt was made last January by the
leaders of the three parties cft;nsﬁtuﬁng
the German Reichstag majority to reach
an agreement with the political pacifist
leaders of England with the view to
prepare the way for energetic action in
favor of peace on the principles enun-
ciated by President Wilson.
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After Draft Evaders

New York, Sept 8—Nearly 25,000
government agents today began to ferret
out draft evaders in New York citv and
vicinity.
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line is the main system of German de-
fence and thatthere is nothing so strong
behind it. Consequently, its loss if ‘it
becomes final, opens the widest possi-
bilities.

_ %Its loss would involve the evaeuation
of .the French coal fields, perhaps even
of the Flanders coast,” says the Daily
Mail, “and would imperil the German
hold on Douai, Valenciennes..and Cam-
brai, which are essential to Hindenburg

‘fast -night, are reported 'to

"troops and transport with bombs

OUR ARMEN GE
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Muich Bombing and Machine Gua
Fire Inte Retreating Germans

London, Sept, 8—The operations of
the British aviators along the fighting
zone are in an official com-
munication last night as follows:

“After the heavy rain of Saturday

night the weather improved on Sunday.|.

More than 1,000 photographs were taken
by our airmen and many reconnais-
sances effected. Throughout the day
the area which the Germans were enter-
ing was searched by our low flying air-

NOW ONTO
CAMBRAI

British Break Down
The Determined
Resistance

PROGRESS AT SEVERAL PLAGES

Strong Opposition Developing at
Only One Place, On Extreme

Left, And They Are Expected
to Try to Stand at Canal du
Nord

men, who everywhere attacked ene

casu-

machine gun fire, causing h
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alties and much confusion. Bri

‘railway connections in the enemy back

areas were heavily bombed.

“In the air fighting eight enemy ma-
chines were destroyed and four driven
down out of control. -Six hostile bal-
loons were brought down in flames.
Eight of our machines are missing.

“Night bombing was continued. A
German airdrome beyond St. Quentin
was heavily attacked. We lost one night
bombing machine. During the twenty-
four hours more than thirty-four tons of
bombs were launched.”

TWO FIRES IN ONE
PLACE IN MONCTON

Moncton, N. B., Sept. 3—The firemen
were called out during the night an®
early morning for two fires in one place.
‘A blaze started between D. R. Mills’
store and Flewelling Wilbur’s pool room.
Little damage was done at fir, About
two o’clock a second alarm was rung
for a fire which caused considerable
.damage. Mills’ loss is estimated at be-
tween 800 and $1,000.

WAR EXPENDITURES

Washington, Sept. 3—Under the new
war revenue bill, favorably reported to
the house today by the ways and means
committee, the American people will pay
in taxes approximately $8,012,792,000 of
this year’s estimated war expenditure of

With the British Armies in France,
Sept. 8—(By the Associated Press, 13.31
p. m.)—The determined German resist-
ance at the cross roads north of Villers-
Lez-Cagnicourt was overcome by the
British this morning and Haig’s men
are now shoving forward in the direc-
tion of Cambrai.

A strong British force is driving for-
ward on the northern reaches of the
Hindenburg line. The British are well
ingide the Drocourt-Queant line,

So far as learned, no organized coun-
ter-attacks have been developed by the
Germans, but on the extreme British
left determined opposition is developing.

British troops today advanced well to
the east of Peronne and are making
steady progress.

The enemy was in force at the last
reports to, the southwest and to the north
of Queant. From the ridges he was
pouring a heavy machine gun fire at the
British, who were returning the fire and
gaining ground at the same time.

On the Somme battlefield the British
are driving at a pace generally fast in
the direction of the Canal du Nord,
where the Germans have erected wire. It
is said, though, that their trenches here,
however, have only been half dug.

The Germans, it seems to be expect-
ed, will offer determined resistance along
this line, as they are now doing in front
of it, and then retire back of the canal
'if necessary. With their lines at the
canal in such an embryo state, however,
little protection will be afforded the

$24,000,000,000. The remainder of nearly

$16,000,000,000 will be left to posterity in
the form of bonds.

enemy should he be forced to take refuge
behind them.

for manoeuvring his armies.. The switch
line is thus the pivot of the whole Ger-
man . front, and its breach means that
we have: forced the enemy to a struggle
of man against man which he had used
all of his ingenuity to avoid.”

The Telegraph, dlso noting the dan-
ger to the important German centres of
communication, says: “If the Germans
cannot stand hefore Douai, Cambrai and
St. Quentin they can stand nowhere this
side of the German frontier. If it is pos-
sible for them to fight harder and throw
in reserves at a swifter rate than they
hawe done in the last few days they will
do so. We doubt the possibility of their
accomplishing either.” !

Other commentators remark that the
Cermans now pretend that they are re-
tiring according to plan, and are con-
vinced that the retirement will be com-
pulsorily carrted much further than they

™ e NEATHER
N

ssued by Author-
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meteroioxieal servive

Synopsis—A  shallow  disturbance
which was over the state of Kansas yes-
terday morning has moved to the lake

and northern Ontario. The weather has
been fine in Quebec and the maritime
provinces. Frost has occurred in many
parts of the western provinces.
Forecasts,

Lower Lakes and Georgian
Showers today; Wednesday, fresh north-
west winds, fair and cool.

Ottawa Valley and Upper St. Law-
rence—Unsettled and showery; Wed-
nesday, fresh northwest winds, fair and
cool.

Lower St. Lawrence—Moderate winds,
showers tonight and early Wednesday,
then clearing.

Gulf and North Shore—Moderate
winds, fair today, showers on Wednes-

day.
Unsettled,

Maritime—Light winds, fine; Wed-
nesday, moderate southeast to south
winds, becoming unsettled with show-
ers.

Superior—Fresh northwest winds, fair
and cool tonight and on Wednesday.

Manitoba—Fair and quite cool.

Saskatchewan and Alberta—A few
light scattered showers but mostly fair
and cool today and on Wednesday.

New England—Showers  tonight;
Wednesday partly cloudy, probably
showers in Rhode Island and eastern
Massachusetts, Cooler on the mainland.

(Continued on pege 2, seventh column) moderate south and southwest winds.

region, causing showers over western-

Bay— s

Sept’ 2 (By the Asosciated Press)—
During the night there was very heavy
fighting around the British positions,
which were almost jammed up against
the German defence system. Piles of
dead Germans were one of the results.
During one ememy attack a sergeant
with a machine gun killed sixty Ger-
mans who tried to rush him.
It was soon after five o'clock in the
morning that the massed British cannon
loose with a roar that was heard
for miles in a crash barrage. The whole

ish shells poured into the German wire
and lines. When the barrage raised the
Canadians and English swarmed over the
top. Just behind them were numerous
tanks of all sizes, They had been over
only a minute when the enemy opened
with a counter-barrage, which is said to
have been by far the strongest he has
put down since the British offensive be-

gan.

The imstant the British appeared the
Germans in many cases jumped out of
the trenches and held their hands high
above their heads. In some cases, how-
ever, the advancing British met with a
ha:u of machine gun bullets, but, not-
withstandiing - this- ,they pushed on.
Quickly the first line was overcome.

From all along the line came reports
that Germans in dugouts were abso-
lutely panic-stricken, and many of them
were found cowering
screaming with fright. i

By half past seven o’clock the British
had completely passed the German
front and support lines. It was then
that the motor machine guns dashed out
to the good roads at the German rear.
Tanks managed to get through and they
are working far in advance of the in-
fantry.

The wood north of Queant was found
to be full of Germans with machine
guns. The fighting there was of the
very hardest nature until the British
cleared the wood. Tanks again did
heroic service. Where shells had failed
to break through the wire, tanks rolled
it out flat and charged down into the
masses of Germans. Those who did not
fall before the guns, were crushed, to-
gether with their machine guns.

The streets of Dury were carpeted

with German dead. Here the British
captured the town mayor, and among
other prisoners taken nearby were sev-
eral battalion commanders. Mount
Drury was stormed soon afterwards,
but it was taken only after a terrible
ruggle,
It was the Canadians who took Drury
and the mount. Although facing a
heavy fire they had only a small frac-
tion of the casualties they inflicted on
the enemy. All sorts of troops have
been captured. Elements of six Ger-
man divisions, fresh and tired, have
been identified by the troops on a front
of 2,000 yards. Good troops and the
sweepings of the German army are
fighting here. One prisoner taken was
a Red Cross man until he was dis-
charged a few months ago because of
an incurable disease and a mutilated
hand. He had been taken back into the
army as an infantry man.

ENLISTMENT OF BRITISH
SUBJECTS IN STATES

Washington, Sept. 3—British subjects,
including declarants, who registered be-
fore July 80, mey enlist voluntarily in
the British or Canadian army up to and
including September 28. Those who
registered on August 24 may enlist until
September 28, and those who register on
September 12 may enlist up to October
12,
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BURNING THEIR SUPPLIES

French Comment,

Parls, Sept. 8—Yesterday was an-
other day of notable successes for the
Allies, results of the first importance
being attained in the face of stiff resist-
ance to both the British on the left of
the line and to General Mangin’s forces
on' the right.

The French military commentators
wax enthusiastically today over the
breech in the Hindenburg line made by
the British between Drocourt and
Queant,

“Astonishing as it may seem,” says
Henri Bidou, in the Journal des Debats,
“the enemy was once more taken by
surprise. Only by accepting this as a
fact can one account for the number cf
prisoners, which indicates -the import-
ance of the forces engaged and the lack
of the prolonged resistance which shoudd
have been the conseguence of the pres-
ence of this important mass of effect-
ives. Doubtless the German staff held
the hope that the British, after several
days of hard fighting, would be obliged
to rest.”

In the newspaper Oui, Colonel Fabry
advances the view that the battle is be-
ing directed on the German side by the
local commanders, who are being more
and more left to their own resources by
General Ludendorff. This, he argues, is
a certain sign that confusion prevails
along the German line and likewise of a
scarcity of reserves, for they say that
in losing its reserves the supreme com-

vening in the direction of affairs at the
front.

All the commentators agree that the
British success is Hkely to have wide-
spread effects and that the German
armies fighting before St. Quentin and
Lafere will be obliged to aceclerate their
retreat for fear of the fall of what is
characterized as the pivot of the whole
line, to the west of Cambrai, which
would place them in jeopardy.

MRS. JOSEPH MeLEOD DEAD

Mother of Col. H. F. McLeod, Capt.
Norman P. McLeod and Mrs. Blan-
chard Fowler

Fredericton, N. B., Sept. 3—News of
the death of Mrs. MclLeod, widow of
Rev. Dr. Jos. McLeod of this city was
‘received today. She died at Victoria
corner, Carleton county. She had spent
the winter with her daughter, Mrs. Fred
Boyer, and was taken ill in June when
pxﬁlparing to return home. The body
will be brought here tomorrow evening
for interment.

Mrs. Mcleod was formerly Miss
‘Squires of Carleton county and was aged
seventy-four. She is survived by two
sons, Colonel H. F. MclLeod, M.P,, for

ork-Sunbury, and Capt. Norman P.
McLeod, serving in France, and three
daughters, Mrs. Ida White of Pretoria,
South Africa; Mrs. Fred Boyer of Viec-
toria corner, and Mrs. Blanchard Fowler
of St. John. The funeral will take place
on Thursday afternoon with services by
Rev. J. E. Wilson.

PART OF ODESSA IS
DESTROYED BY EXPLOSION.

Amsterdam, Sept. 83—A Kiev despatch
received here reports that a disastrous
explosion occurred in Odgssa on Satur-
day. The despatch says several Austro-
German officers and men were killed
and that a portion of one of the suburbs
of Odessa was destroyed.
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IRAFFIC CRUSH

t Carried a Peak Load—
plaint of Inadequate Arrange:
ments

Trains and steamboats running to and
from St. John on Saturday were certaip-
ly carrying peak loads, as they say now-
adays. The Labor Day exodus, grand
scurrying home for school, chea)e rates

of outside people bent on spending the
Sunday and holiday in this city, literal-
ly jammed the transportation lines. It
was the biggest whirlpool of travelers
the Union Depot has witnessed since the
war slackness set in.

opening was delayed until after Labor
Day, brought the children back one day
later, falling on the Saturday. Outgoing
traffic was abnormally large even for a
holiday trip, due no doubt, to the To-
ronto rush. The C. P. R. Montreal ex-
press had fourteen cars, four of which
were sleepers.
as long. When the Halifax train arrived
in the afternoon—quite late because of
the heavy traffic—it was packed to suf-
focation. Many transferred to the west-
ern train waiting for it.

In the depot the ,confusion and sway
of people was extraordinary. Police
Officer Roberts had his heart and hands
filled to overflowing. Wlhen the trains
had all left he was hoarse from answer-
ing questions and aching in every joint
from regulating the crush, but he got
away with it in great shape and exhib-
ited remarkable tact and patience, even
for a policeman.

The worst feature of the whole thing
was the ticket-selling facilities at the
depot. There were lines of people a
hundred at times waiting for tickets at
both windows, and only one man to
handle the demand in each place. The
process was unusually slow and some
people had to wait for more than an
hour to be served. A few thoughtful
ones quietly’ walked up to the King
street offices ‘and secured their paste-
boards. The depot arrangements were
not warranted to care for anything
greater than a casual run of buyers,
which, citizens urge, is bad and back-
ward. To argue that people should
foresee rushes and get their tickets early,
say that is old stuff and belongs to the
days of waxed flowers. With the new
rule preventing the sale of tickets on
board a train, some changes are need-
f‘(.L seid the public Saturday in the fac-
ilities for buying them in the depot.

All river boats were late from stress
of traffic on Saturday. All along the
line they picked up vacationists and
school children. One of the boats fail-
ed to reach her wharf at Indiantown
until supper time. The up-going steam-
ers were also heavily laden.

BURIED TODAY.

The funeral of Peter Britt took place
this morning from his late residence, 55
Sheffield street, to St. John the Baptist
church, where high mass of requiem was

celebrated by Rev. F. J. McMurray. In-
terment was made in the pew Caghc!
cemetery,
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