
[COMMONS] 6036

Fisheries told me that he would cal atten- the interests of -the temperance people par-
tion t the point. ticularly, who, I know, feel strongly on this

tionto te pont.point.
The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND )E-

FENCE (Mr. Borden). The hon. Minister The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE.
of Marine and Fisheries sent me a note ilî. My hou. friend (Mr. Foster) Wishes me to

forning me what the hon. gentleman want- make a statement. I shal be glad to say
ed, and I handed it to ny deputy. and;. up- a word, 'at all events. Since the Bill was
posed that the information had been sent passeL trough committee, the Govern-
in. I will make another inquiry to-anorrow ment have reCived a iiuimber of communi-
and see that the information is brought cation with regard to the date of the
down vote. These communications expressed very

li'ntle difference of opinion. The writers
Mr. McDOUGALL. I would ask to be er-: of all seemed to be perfectly satisied wIii

mitted to call artention of thei on. Min-: te statement which was made either by te
ister To the statenient just placed in ny' riglit hon. leader of the Government or iny-
bands. There is no information here be- self at the time the Bill was read a second
yond that i gave to the House nyself, as,tine. viz. : that the election would take place
to the dismissal of these people. I can - s eirly in the fall as would meet the con-
not understand the Minister undertaking to venience of the people. consistent with their
trifle with the intelligence of the Hlouse by harvesting operations. I nay say further
presenting such a return a.s this. that tlhe Governuient will give due notice ;

The 3MNISTER OF FINANCE. I ·thinktereari be no reason for uncertainty
the hon. gentleman (Mr. McDougall)i haiiiieldno0(langer that the people iih be Laken
better discuss the inatter in fair teris. IN
handed him ith meiuorandum sent h me by-oie two iionths ili be given. so that iliere
the department. If it does not cover the mi be.abuilant opportunity to prepare-for
ground, if the hou. gentleman will be good e vote.
enougl to give me the page of " Hansard " i. FOSTER. It should be at ieast two
in which the inforeition he asks for is de- onths
scribed, I will undertake to give him ithe
information to-muorrow or tel hlim the Tasoh e INIS'ER0F AGRICULTURE. I
why. thnk so mnyself : I bivsaytwo tamonths.

Ithink thatnisdannouneient ougt to be
THE PLEBISCITE ON PROfIIB[TIO. stitMrient a Iought so meet the views of

mhe lion. gentleman. He cannot expet. I
The iMI.NýISTE"R 0F AGIRICULT'RE ir n ure ie does Rot expet, t URt we .should

Fisher) nioved third readingr of Bfih (No. to-day nate a t butt announceinent
respecting the prohibition of the importation. I have made is entirely in accordance with
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors. the views of the Government.

Mr. FOSTER. Before the Bill is read the
third time, I take the opportunity of tigain
very shortly trying to impress upon the
Government, as I tried on one or two ocea-
sions before, that the securing of a fair
vote as well as the comforc and best in-
terest of the electorate as a wnole would
be furthered if the lion. genuleian (Mr.
Fisher), for the Governuent, would give
some definite information as to the time
when this plebiscite is supposed to take
place. My hon. friend may probably have
noticed that there is considerable call for
this from the public. The people think they
should have information on tis point. If
this is to be a vote upon which any de-
finite results are to hang, It is very neces-
sary that there should be the fullest dis-
cussion of the questions involved. and. that
'te electorate should not in any way be
taken by surprise. I think it is also un-
fortunate if, now that the Billihas hEen put
Into shape, there should be any long delay.
My hon. friend knows what it ineans in any
eleetion contest, and especially lu a con-
test of this kind ; so I hope that before
we read this Bill the third time, he will be
able to make a definite statement as to when
the vote will be taken. I urge this In

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I regret very
much that I was unable to be present dur-
ing the discussion which took place in refer-
ence to this important measure, and, there-
fore. have not had the advantage of know-
ing more precisely the position In which It
stands. The proposal to take the opinion of
the electorate of Canada is of course a very
novel proposition. It is not one, I believe,
that has ever before been resorted to in the
Dominion of Canada; but I presume the
Government have arrived at the conclusion
that It was desirable to adopt this course
after having given It very careful considera-
tion. The question Itself is surrounded
with a great many difficulties, and my ob-
ject in rising now to make a few observa-
tions, Is for the purpose, if possible, of
elearing away some of those difficulties. I
an sure every imember of tihis House -will
agree with me In the opinion that the pub-
lic who are called upon at great expense
and great personal inconvenience to deal
with this question in the form In which It
is proposed, should have some clear and de-
finite Idea of what the result of these pro-
ceedings Is to be. The Minister of Justice
has given the opinion, as I see It stated In
the press, that It Is In the power of every
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