o

had pever been properly

bear upon the gove

soon - as the farmers were

just so soon would they be recog
as they should be. [ 3
should join that organization, and as
Sir George Bury once said, any !

er in Manitoba who doesn’t belong to
the Grain Growers' Association is

scab.

he was in a m t [

ers how to favm, Every farmer want-

ed to win the war, but had his view of

how it could be done. in their judg-

ment they could do more by produc-

ing food than by going to France”
Not: Good Farmers. .

The government had said that it
could use men from the cities on the
farms, 1f they were physically fit
they would make good f.ghters,
they would a0t make as good farmers
as tho hoys who were raised on the
farms.

“Ontario ' was hit harder by the
Military - Service Act than other pro-.
vinces pecause it carried on
farming. In the west it was not quite
the same, altho there was a chardship
ipcurred, There were hum{reds of
cases where farms would be idle be-
cause of the operation of the act.
Fven if those at home did their Lest
they could not commence to produce
as much food as formerly.

Perfect organization was one of the
sclutions of the problem, seid Mr.
MacKanzie, /

A clipping from a farmer's paper
was read, whicn stated that on one
farm in York County there Were six
able-bodied men, and that there need
be no worry as to the' crops. The
dclegates from York: County were
asked if that was generally so and
they replied “no.” One delgrate said
the ®ase¢ reported was correct, and
that ths men were Mennonites, where-
as on thé farm 'across road all
the boys had begn taken.

Mr, Haycock waid, he wasn't going
té say harsh things about the govern-
meént - for two reasons; first, because
it was against the law, and second
because it wasn't necessary. He
wouldn’t say the gcvernment was
rotten. All he would ask the people
to do would be to turn their noses in
that direction.

Promise of Government.

Referring to the announcement
made prior to December 17, 1917, thats
the farmers would not be conscripted,
he said the government had used it
las 8 donkey engine to hoist their own
“ambitions. “We got just what ‘we
doserved,” he said. In the past the
farmers had been divided, thus 'can-
celling eath other's votes, .

It was not easy to leave one's
‘party--there were #SOome who wore
the political skin of their fathers, but
it was rivetted on, and to tear it oft
would be to “break them all up.”

Mr. Haycock said there was no use
in men letting the brains of their

“Every farmer

" ‘deleg:

‘ers were convinced

dead ancestors do the thinking. “Sir
Robert Borden made a foolish pro-
mise when he promised 500,000 men,”
he said. I hope before we leave To-
ronto we will see the start of a
farmers’ daily newspaper. The papers
here aren't muzzled—I wishto heavens
they were sometimes.”

H. W. Wood, Calgary, fpoke of the
telegram which ~was received in

* Ottawa when the farmers were there,
and said there was no intention on
the part of the executive commiitee
to do any harm. He said he had
nothing to do with it, but a delegate:
in the audience pressed for further
explanation which the speaker made.
‘e endorsed a resolution, but when
it came out, it did not have the same
meaning as when he saw it. At the
time, Mr. Wood was in Winnipeg,
while the telegram was sent {from
Calgary.

He did not attempt to discuss the
conditions in Ontario, but his re-
rarks were based chiefly ‘upon
Alberta, which had given as many
or movre men in proportion to popu-
jation tlian any other province, Fifty
to eighty per cent. of the breaking
done in preévious years would not be
done thig yéar because of the M.S.A.,
he said. ¢ z

Organization from the Maritime
Provinces to the Pacific coast was
required, | and the speaker added
*Don't for any sake feel hard towards
Alberta.”

A delegate asked if Mr. Wood now
brought sympathy and co-operation
from Alberta, and Mr. Wood said that
Ontario was no more deeply interest-
ed in the success of Ontario organi-
zations than Alberta itself, It was
realized that any breach that had
been caused, it should be healed and
nothing but feelings of brotherhood
uhou:ld exist. “We are absolutely with
you.”

The chairman said it was not the
right thing to remember if a mis-
take had been made and as ‘a re-
sult, a motion of good cheer to-
wards Alberta farmers was passed
unanimously.

A delegate asked from the audience

what Mr. Wood’s opinion of Hon. Mr.
Crerar v -, but the chairman‘did not
put the uestion, believing it to be

unfair, The delegate asked, “Why |

did he sit there and not open his yap
when we were in Ottawa?’ '

“My boy was put thru without a
medical examination,” said, another

Mr. erty was called upon for

any information which he might give,

it having been reported in a morning
paper that he had been appointed to
represent the farmers 'in the matter
in question. He said he knew noth-

g

o

ing of the appointment. ‘As for ¢he |

military authorities he said that
while sitting on thé leave o absence
toard he had been used in all fair-
ness by them and he could not speak
too highly oé. them. o3 :
Charles . Henry Dobbington,
Bruce County, was first mual‘un for
someone not in accord with. spirit:
of the meeting. He was asked to sit
down, as was also a soldier who ap-
peared with him, Then when he was
asked who he was, and it was learned
he ‘W‘?l a farmer, he was .given a
hearing. He explained that someone
who could plead should go with each
boy to present the case, apd that the
law was on the statute to liberate

boys, but it was not being carried’

out.

The report of the resolution com-
mittee was adopted unanimously, It
stated that the time had come when,
in the interests o’ the empire, there
should be a thoro understanding be-
tween the government and the farm-
ers in regard ¢o the working out of
the' Military Service Act, It express-
ed unbounded loyalty and said they
were willing to fight ¢r produce, ac~
cording to the needs. Successful pro-
secution of the depended upon
production of wyfficient food to meet
the needs of the allles. The Zarm-
at the enforce-
meht of the Mili Service Act
would prove disastrous to the best
interests of the empire. Special con-
sideration was not expected, but un-
::: ‘ha«l‘ﬂlhip was the result of the

. r o " L] ‘ '

' Seven Resolutions Passed.

Many arguments backing up these
points were set forth, and it was urged
that time should be taken by three
members of the cabinet to visit the
farms thruout the province in order
that a right conception might be
obtained. Seven resolutions were
passed during the afternoon. One
asked for the exemption of farm man-
agers, that enough skilled labor be
Jeft ‘to make one man for every 100
acres, to create an advisory board of
agriculturalists in each province which
would recommend as to the needs of
the farmers, that appeal tribunals be
created to deal with extreme cases,
that the food producing operations
be accdorded the same consideration
by the government as given in the
United States.

The resolution to found a paper de-
voted entirely to the farming inter-
ests passed after some discussion,
while a resolution plédging each mem-
ber to promote organization in every
district, that the agriculturists may re-
celve proper recognition met mstant
approval. That whereas evidence is
not lacking that departure is being
made from national ideals of individ-
ual freedom the rulers be called upon
to go no further, but to trust the peo-
ple to do their duty, is the gist of an-
other resolution,

It was the desire of the convention,
as expressed in a resolution, that titles
be abolished in Canada in
order that government of the peo-
ple, by the people, and for the people,
may be secured for all generations.
Careful readustment of financial and
trade conditions at the conclusion of
the war was given consideration by
resolution, and still another asked that
the federal government be memorialized
to consult with provincial advisory
committees to be selected by the or-
ganized farmers in each province, with
a view to fitness and efficiency, with
whom they may consult in all cases.

Fund For Newspaper.

Mr. Burnaby read a statement from
Hansard, made by a member in the
house of commons, when he said he
had no sympathy for the farmers in
theip atitude towards the M.8.A., and
Mr. Burnaby used this as an argument
in favor of a farmers’ paper when
the evening session opened in the base-
ment of Massey Hall. For a short time
further subscriptions were asked for,
with the result that a total for the day
of $26900 was secured. The amount

Girls and Boys, Attention!

This Coupon and 10c

will admit any

boy or girl

to the

Regent, Saturday Morning

at 10.30 sharp for the Speci;l Matinee, “TARZAN

OF - THE APES,” the wonderful story
of the Jungles.

that reason the i
a great duty to perform. |
romise of co-operation
' South Perth,)
Service Act
and quoted Gen-
o’ militia, ‘ttl‘:d
Sam ‘Hughes as saying that the
E;ur was t&‘ng petter. “In Quebec’
there was free speech and a  free|
’ , but not w@o in Ontario. . The
Toronto papers I visited ‘would not
publish my statement,” = she said.
“They had a plot against Sir wilfrid
Laurier. (Applause). The men who
left Sir Wilfrid were wplendid, but
they were unwise.” (Laughter). ;
Peter McArthur was given a hearty
reception. He sald his
was due entirely to the Red Cross.
He spoke about the proposal to estab-
1ksh a farmers’ paper and issued a
note of warning. There would be
difficulties that would be amazing.
My, ‘McArthur expressed sympathy
“or ' the farmers’ and njoverhent
under way, If the ‘war was t0 be
won by the side having the last ‘sack
of wheat, he had hoped that that sack
would go from Canada. 4
1t was becoming necessary for the
to organize be-

, because that gave the op-
ponents a better chance to fight back:

Joseph Nago, Perth County,
that in 1874 a government that did
not . have the confidence the |
electors was dismissed by  the |
governor-general, ' “Otur government
foday does mnot represent: us. We.
have not representative government.
756 per cent of the people disapprove
of ‘what has been done. It will be our
duty to go to the present governor=
general and ask him to dismiss this
government if conditions do not}
change, just as was done in 1874. He|/
has a comstitutional duty to perform,
and we should approach him and de~ |
mand that the cabinet live up to the|
constitution of the country.” :

W. L. Smith said he would not go
to a governor-general to ask for any-
thing. He had been appalled by tiWe
conditions he found thruout the pro-
vince, havirg found farms depléted of |
their young men. He urged that de-~
finite and concrete action be taken to
place the imterests of the farmers on!
a proper footing. s

John Masson, Quebec, touched upon
organization between Onmtario and
Quebec, and was followed by Chair-
man Halbert, who told what an ad-
wvantage it would be to have the re-
call and referendum in Canada.

‘Rev. 'W. H. Adams reviewed the
progress that had been made during
the day. : {

: General Arrangements. {

The morning session, held in the
Labor Temple, was devoted to
general arrangements and a few ad«
dresses. R. H. Halbert was elected
chairman of the meeting, and told of
the reception accorded the farmers in
Ottawa. He rebuked the government
for the way the delegation had bheen
received. C, W. Gurney, chairman of
the committee that remained in
Ottawa after the delegates had left
related how the views of the farmers
had been presented, and said practiy
cally a flat refusal had been given
them. He reviewed the negotiations
with the war counecil, and regretted
that a second interview had not been
granted.

J. W. Levesque, deputy minister of
agriculture in Quebec, was given a
hearty reception. He brought greet-
ings from the eastern farmers, and
said the Quebec farmers were loyal.
He asked for co-operation between
the farmers of Ontario and Quebec.

Other speakers included Peter For-
ter, and Rev. W. M. Carpenter, Horn-
ing’s Mills, Dufferin Coumnty.

The final meeting of the conven-
tion will be held this morning in the
Labor Temple, and it is expected ail
the business will be concluded shortly
after noon. !

FUNERAL OF JOHN BARKER.

The funeral took place of John
Barker from his son’s residence, &8
Afton avenue, Friday, to Prospe¢t
Cemetery. The <uneral service was
conducted by Rev. M. McLean of St
John’s Church, Portland street. The
late Mr. Barker, who was a well-
known news agent in the west end
of the city, is survived by a large
tamily of sons. one of whom, William
Norman, i now in France, and sev-
eral daughters.

LIEUT.-COL. MITCHELL IS C, B.
London,

June
Mitchedl of

7. — Lieut.~Col.
Toronto is

| Charles
gagetted Companion of‘the Bath, for

his services with the
1taly. s

Imperials in

4

. beed shown in

V- - for a blue moo

are OK
¥ VoA ‘t",’ '.v-:ﬁ

than any he hﬂ

not better
before.

f gy § gow o U4 P
I

P g0
Ut MR TR 306

We have a splendid showing of these tropical weight
' suits, $15 to $30, in the very best Shades and styleg. Dy

S
A
A X
Mef e

f e & ¥
PAR, £ ]

. The Walking Dollar '
is the active dollar that you walk in with
in your pocket and walk out with the &P
value it secured for you in Shirts, Collars,

'Hose, Neckwear, Underwear, Pyjamas,
Silk Shirts, Soft Collars and hosts of other.
comforts in the Men's Furnishing Depart-

ment. It's our youngest department, but it's grow

raxtpidly and making numbers of friends for us daily.

“Walk in with your dollar, walk out with your tie, |
Or any number of other things your dollar will buy.”
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