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relations.

 privilege to ‘speak to you as one citi-

zen to another, not being a wandi-
adfeitor office, oF go far as [ am Aware
biased by any political congiderations.
Had 1 been biased by party feeling
1 should be supporting govera-
ment. Nor have 1 any feeiing of per-
sohal antipathy to the gentlemen’ wno
me. So far as 1 ain awpre
the matter

which is before tire people are wirolly

regard the~treaty as
to.the best interests of Canada, and
thepefore I think it is in our interests
that it should be refused. I go further
and say that if a mistake isi made

| the-mistake is largely frretrievable; if
1 did not think so

1 would not feek
i But
feeling as 1 do that the mistake which

called up to offer vigorous

| | the government has made, and which
m:« the people of Canada to en-

Wwill,: if consummated, be an

. 1 belleve that all

iretrfevable mistake,

pariy  allegignce and persondl’ preji-

dices must be set aside in the eftort

. to prevent the ‘cofisummation of-what

will be a:vital national error.

“°.i. A Fixed Fiscal Policy. '

“The fiscal policy of Canada for the
lagt §5 years, or thereabouts, nas been
of a fixed and definite character. The
protective policy ndu in 1879
cathe under revision wihen @ clhrange of
govemment took place in 1808. There
wergi:very - substantial changes made
insthe tariff at. that time. After tue
revision of 1897 the government was at-

" tacked on the one hand by the Con-

gervative party, becduse it was claim-
ed that the protective tariff. had beem:
destyoyed, --.and  .on the . _other
hand was . attacked by
extréme free-traders, who clajimed that

. thergovernment had totally fafled to

capry out its promises. Nefther of
these two parties was correct as a
matter of fact.. A carsful study had
beenrmade of the fiscal cofiditions and
changed circumstances of the country.

. " Substantial changes had been made
ins the

tarift adapting it to these
changed circumstances; the Britigh
preference had been. adopted, resulting
inslowering the duties-to consumers in

-cerpain directions, and so on the whole

important modifications had Meen
made, but the protective principle re-
madmed in substance the same, the
amended tariff continuing its applica~-
tion towal the . products of . ail
classeés of -tWo community, agrienitural
a3 well ‘as industrial,, This revisicn
was.followed under the present govern-
ment by a policy. of vigerous develop-
ment: of ihe west; vikorous exploita-
tign, of natural resources; rapid ocon~
etryetion and improvement of trams-
portation facilities; improvement of
hagbors and ' improvement of wate:-
ways.  Upon these works hungreds of
milliongs of dollars of Canadian money
have roen spent.,
Result js Present Prosperity.

“phe vesults have been stécessful
beyond anticipation. All classes have
shared in «}mtlnued sand .increascd!
prosperity, ./ #nd P !
farmer ofiidfanada has  had ‘his ‘ool
shate, dhbre than bhis share of tiffg
pr rity,  There has been no-ground

for the stalément g0 often made where |

a protective tartff is in force, that the
rest: bf the community was living off
the farmer.. In point of fact the prices
of the (fa¥mer have increased more
thavﬁk?&upe: ~ent. for the main lines
of , Droducts, which he places on
the Manlet; while in a similar way the
costigf the articles which he purchases
has g@ot grown than by more than 14
per
samgfﬂm. He has, therefore, Tather
mordg than shared in the general pros-
perigy. «

“Apbtuer feature of that, prosperity
is tHe fact that Canada is becoming
comMercially independent,  asking no
favoge from any country in the world.
The (gauses of this prosgperity &re not
far #cek, the agrictural develop-
ment” of the west addipg to the popu-
latigh tens of thousands gl producing
farmgré. bas in turn creatéd an la-
creaged aiirket for manmufactaves, in-
cre ‘evelopment of - rajlways,
ste: ip fines, general transportation,

\ ete.,@Avith ‘the Tesult that an army of

mengha¥ been added to our population,
who .furt a great consuming hom=

tidevelopment of our mining
trdes during the last few yeaps.
Thisghotne market provides for £5 per
cente 0f the Canadian farmers. It s
; - market, ¥ While' the far-
¢n voting authority for his
to expend billlons in
the development of  Canoda he has
beengable to sow and reap his crops
in s:i)rle:y. feeling that the great home
market, which was being built up un-
der Wis eyes was his beyond a doubt.
Apant feom this home market 30 years
of copstant effort” and education have
won Jone farmens of Canada a surs
placéin
fronif which they canupt be deposad
excegt byl ghelr own acts. ¥
» . The Position.jn 1910,
“'I‘Qs then was the position of Can-
ada Wi
exampled prosparity’, “Tarmers enjoying
good® prices, lahor fully ~emmployed,
wag@®  gouod, population increasing
fromy two hundred thousand@to three
hun?’ed thousand a year, tans of mil-
liong¥of  forelgn capital coming in, and
adddll to this there was the fact that
cur gpolitical :develepment had been
procgeding: most satisfsotorily, we
had Sheeteitaking 6n greater powers,
and Mncredsing the scope .of ocur re-
spon@ibility, Canada had been recog-
nizedk as an equal with the other do-

: : |
minigns gt an imperial conference, she

had takén @pon herself important du-
ties ¥n. foreign negotiations, and gem-
erall§ her political develcpment had
beengsudltdns to afford the mest coni-
leteﬁﬂtm{u‘tinn to her people.
“AYEh@rg gime before this a
dMses:  from the
ere- ha’l evidently

little
Unitel
been a

clpudy; i
Staték.
wer}
betwen that couniry and Canada. For
40 years the United States had treated
Ca with indifference, if not con-
tempt. Of late years if was beginning
to L evident that she' was seriousiy
consjgdering that while the expert of
orain frem New York was diminishinz
that ® from Montreal ‘was incredsing
witil_breat vapidity. The possession of
ou rfatural resourees had bocome al-
most - necessary ~for the ‘eonduct of
American. business, :
“Phe Tnfted States authorities aid

not approach €anada for the purpose

[

e |

ent,, ~or thereabouts, during the ]

he British mapket, a place |

gaopnsideration of the relations |

of securing tariff arrangements. T
would have been the natural courss of
procedure. . What they did was offen-

sive and tnjustifiable in the extreme. |

They passed an act of congress to im-
pose a surtax of 26 per cent. on the
goods of any country which discrimin-
ated against the United States, and
after going. over -the récord of our

ohn? acdonald Othﬂ'l.m
favor of

a,lt! once :;ecur to- you
‘these eminent W V 'Qllgﬁ
jons are quoted, ‘“" 0

ago. At the time

7 ow. Our ‘market
We had the capacity .to--produce a

for which there was no mﬂf;m.ﬂl;
imgmediately south of ‘the' Jine were
ready and remunerative m ets for
these products which-were cticatl

; with @ microscope they. arrivel
~at the conclusion that sgome of tiie

incapable of sale ’lﬁ c:

erator cars and co m
‘provisions ‘of our French Traaty. ¢on-;come into general use, an

¥

stituted -a discrimination against tae’ gatd that
Unt;idifm ‘The «position” of the knowns

'Perishable farm’ p

United States, was quite unjustifiable; | therefore, “could not be

‘Cwe did. noi and. de not.
against them. Our ftariff,

_they buy In ours. Ti1
" inationr was grotesque i1 -the light ‘ofy

'the fact. Novertheless they threatened ! g grgument

(the surtax ‘and the president of the

hree &

discriminate | the markets of Canada, and!

‘possibility: 6f the farm

! Fmp lino > i o1
erned merits.of the case. I against them is about half us m in Capada being taken from
- governed by the me being immicad WSaggaimt ‘us, and we buy. ,,"z. ward the whole ciroumstances
B o T nn ary ‘ot Giscrim- | &re Yow, and the answer to the

different from  what

Sir John and others w

ment’ t1 ;
ot reciprocity is that ev

faverti.of
uced them be in favor of reciproc-

United States hed mentioned that e A0ced ISR 1o T 00 JCURE 0 the pro-

‘would be bound by the. ldiw of congress | 7. . Tak
‘to impose this additicnal tax Gpon our [ of X0, St

I'goods goifig déross the border, ' At this
‘crmcal moment eone got ‘busy,
ia{r. Fielding went aml saw Mr, Tart

t Albany, further negotiations en-
sued, our govermment made conces-
'sions, and the United. Stetes Govern-
ment was graciovsly pleased to refrain
i from _.tmposlng ‘the surtax.

A String to the Deal,

“There was a string to this deal. The
string was that the government had
agreed to-enter into negotiations look-
ing to reciprocity at the earliest con-
venient date so that the real fact is that

years, e
. . The Question of Priges.. = -
“All the other arguments which are
advanced from the government side
are embraced in a discussion of mar-
ket prices and commercial combina-
tions. Upon the question-of prices I
do not purpose quoting price-lists or
endeavoring to controvert the state-
mehts which are made by thode who
advocate the treaty. So far as my ar-
gument is based upon the question of
prices, I _am content in the main to
take most of, the statements which are
made-on behalf of the treaty as being
substaptially cofrect in so far as

the negotlations which have resulted | prices are concerned. And while there

in the present treaty were brought
about B ythe unjustifiable coercion and
bullying of the United States, and were
‘not due to the free act of the Cana-
~dlan Government. The negotiators
iwent to Washington and after a -pro-
longed delay they brought back the
' treaty.

“There are some strange thipgs
about the making of this treaty. It is
faid that no member of the government
except, perhaps, the prime minister,
knew what the treaty was until Mr.
i Flelding and Mr. Patergon arrived in
,Ottawa. This had b;& apparently
‘undertaken by these t gentlemén
twithout »éven consultation or discus-
sion with their colleagues. They are
reported to have arrived in Ottawa, re-,
tired to their chahbers, gnd om the
next morning to have their’ ¢ol-
‘leagues, the members of the cabinet,
at a meeting which is reported to have
1asted something ,less -thad an hour.
At this meeting the treaty was pre-
sented. There cannot haye been more
than time to read  its provisions, if, in
fact, that was attempted. . An adjourn-
,ment was had and immediately at 3
‘o'clock that same afernoon the treaty
|Was presented to parliament as, the
.considered and deliberated policy of
‘the Canadian Government, and the
members of the Lfberal party in par-
llament and in the country were given
the choice between adopting this treaty
‘a® the main article of their :political
faith or seceding from their party. 1
'think it will = be admitted that the
method In which this business was
done, was in view of its far reaching
importance, . somewyhat hasty, and
somewhat Tacking 'In that deliberate
care which should characterize all im-
| portant. busipess. tIone. i 3 A

patiouleriy. ;N ‘What Reciprogity Does. = ' |

| “What : gow: fs the -effect .of the
treaty? Broadly speaking it throws our
markets open- for farm produce be-~
!tween the United States and: Canada.
It is substantially free trade in natural‘
iproducts beween the two countries. In |

may be room for dispute about the
question of prices, I would prefer to
give the advocates of the treaty the
benefit of fthe “daubt for the purposes
of argumnient. 5

- “Let us consider now for a few min-
utes the question of prices. 8o far
as butter and cheese are concerned it
is alleged that there is no ground for
the statement tliat cheese is higher
in the United States. So far a8 but-
ter is concerned; it 1s dlleged by M.
Fisher, minister of agriculture, that
the rate of butter is higher in the
United States than in Canada. e
will assume that Mr. Fisher's state-
mént iz correct. If is beyond doubt
that the pricg for lower grade butter
is much lower in the United States,

#I think it-would be safe to say that
the price of hogs is slightly lower. in
‘the United States than it is in Canada,
but The Weekly Sun,’advocating. the
treaty.and assuming to speak on be-
half of its supporters, has published
elaborate tables which go to show that
during ‘a period of years the price of
hogs in Buffalo has ‘béen two cents
a hundred pounds higher than it has
been in. Toronto. This statement is
disputed. Elaborate files of statistics
are advanced to show that the price
of hogs has been much higher in On-
tario and in Quebec than in. Buffalo.
Howevear, we will take it that The
Weekly Sun is correct—two cents a
hundred pounds is an unappreciable
amount. -We ‘will therefore take It
that the price of hogs is practically
the same.

- No . Distinct Advantage.

“It can be shown that ‘:pr cattle of
‘the highest. duality shere is no digtinot
HdvAntine M dhe [nited Siates faar-
kef; sometimes they are higher, some-
times they , are: lower,” Hggs of the
highest quality are higher fin the
United States; all the rest ére lower.
Sheep and lambs are lower. Poultry
of the very best quality is higher; all
the rest are lower. Barley is higher,

addition to this, it throws the farmers’ x'hay is higher, beans are higher; but

markets open to twelve other foreign !

gountries and to the whole British Em- | enough beans for our own

pire. Added to the addition to the
free list it makes substantial reductions
in certain manufactured articles which |
are produced -directly from agricule
(tural products. We hdve complained
(that there was no reasonable explana-
‘tion and defense of this treaty made
in parliament by the géntlemen who
were responsible; for it. " Tite speeches
iof the two ministers who megotiated
i the’ treaty ¢ould not by any stretch of:
courtesy be regarded as blisiness state-
| ments justifying and = eXplaining the
j operation of ‘the treaty. - While'tne
| United States government {urnishea
‘detalle‘d schedules of markets and
| prices prepared by the most competent
experts in their country, no-simflar in-
{ formation was furnished to us.. Late-
| ly such a document lias been furnished,
| hastlly prepared and by reason of its
| limitations,
!slon of the provisions of this treaty.
{ Under this ‘disadvantdge the discus-
;#lon has proceeded with and largely by
ireason of the efforts of the opposition
{and those opposing the treaty,
 ther Liberal or Conservative, the facts
ihave been pretty well elucidated.

Sir Wilfrid’'s Speech,

“For the provisions of the governe
ment and the reasons whjch they al-
Jege in support of the treaty we are now
able to look™to the prime minister's ad-
ydress, and to his opening campaign
speech delivered at the Town of Sim-
co¢e a few days ago. We have also
| speeches by some other ministers and
| the arguments advanced by the govern-
| ment press. Let us see what tHey are.
'Sir Wilfrid in his Simcoe speech ssts
out by giving us a reason for the
adoption of the treaty, the fact that
Sir John A. Macdonald, Geo. Brown,

'deals with objections that have been
raised to the treaty, and after that
'goes back to the advantages to be de-
'rived from reciprocity, and in the
course of this opening speech; in which
the whole issue is admitted to be the
question of reciprocity, all th® prime
minister has to say in justification’ of
the treaty is contained in the follow-
ling words, ‘as to the advantages they
‘are so obvious that they need nd re-
!iteration.’ *

‘“This is the only attempt at a rea-
gon which is contained in' the whole
address”of the prim eminister.
are some statements by
| isters in regard to the treaty, which I
jmay summarize: That it will help the
iconsumer because the middlemen are
combining to rob him by unduly en-
{ banced prices—(Mackenzie King). That
| the farmers will get better prices by
getting access to the United States
markets—(Sydney Fisher, minister of
agriculture). That all progressive
countries are seeking wider markets.
The question is whether Canada is
willing to deal with those who offer
to buy from her—(Alan Aylesworth).
This seems to be all for the ministers.
[In outside sources there is a second re-
titeration that the treaty - makes for
freedom and equality, It helps the
poor man as against the rich oppressor,
that it is a fight of what the govern-
ment members call the common people
against the classes who oppress them.

whe-

There |
other my- |

it will be noted taht we do not faise
market.
Horses are much lower in the United
States,

“Leaving out the question of the
Northwest, the result is that there is
at best only a very small advantage
in price, which, on the average, even
according to the advocates of the
treaty, 1s a comparatively trifling mtt-
ter, which applies to that portion of
our farm produce which .is capable of
export and which, leaving out the hard:
‘Wheat of the Northwest, certainly
does not exceed 156 per cent. of the to-
tal amount of-our farm produce. If,
therefore, the. United States market
were thrown - to' us permanently,
and we weré-tief requiréd to give any-
thing in return, we would enjoy upon
the ‘average #a small. advantage by
selling for export the best of our pro-

incapable ‘of heing made | duce in that'market, arfd this advan-
|use of with any definitness of discus- ;tage wauld apply at the extremé limit

to.not more than 15 per cent. of our
produce, -the “remaining 85 per cent.
being sold ‘in our honfe market at
priees fixed By the local conditien In
that market. But it .18 not proposed
to give us the United States markets
permanenly, There are no arguments
for peérmanency,-ahd it is not proposed
to give it to ps without a réturn.

What Canada Gives. ;

“The return is that we throw open
our markets for the 85 per cent. of
our produce which fs sold in the home
market, to the United States, to the
whole of the British Empire, and to
twelve other competing countries. The
guestion, and the main question, which
has to be decided in connection with
this matter is the effect of throwing
the home market open to these com-
peting countries. .

“In the-first place, let me say that,

‘Darle net 910: - | s o) s .
o Renieg met i 1910: un | Dorion, Cartier, Tilley and finally John | the question cannot be settled by the
Charlton, were in favor of it. He then

arguments advanced by the prime
| minister at Simecoe. It will have to
! he dealt with in a serious manner. It
%1« not’ necessary to burden the argu-
ment with a consideration of all the
countries invelved; some of them are
| quite unimportant. I will take a few
| for ilustration, and a statement which
| I wish t6 make as a preliminary to the

! discussion is that these countries are !

producers of the same articles which
we produce, and they are to-day our
most active competitors in the mar-
kets of the world. In 1909 these coun-
tries exported ‘as follows:

Russia, butter .. *

Australia, butter

New Zealand, butter

Australia, beef

New Zealand, beef .

Argentina, beef

Australia, mutton and lamb..

New Zealand, mutton and
lamb.. ..

Argentina, mutton and lamb

Effective Competitors.

“You will at once observe that these
countries export enormous quantities
of the produce which we sell at home,
and which we gell abroad: and they
are amgng our most effective compe-
titors. Every one of these countries
c&n ship its produce by watér fq Mont-
real at a cost which adds but a triflg

28,500,000
11,678,000

5,133,000

to the selling price at the port of én-

in 4 saty. Leay _out 3
R
that the last of

large quantity of agricultural products |

and reason that in-

41 could not Hve. —JAS;

United States, foodstuffs....$438,000,000

4

- Township. ~ .

 FENAGHVALE, Ont., Jan. 29, 1910.—

§“For thirty-five years (and I am now

‘A man over seventyy I have been-a

$terrible" sufferer from constipation.

. “No matter what remedy or physi-

‘cian: L, employed, the result was al-
lie same—impossible to get a
s -

ding ‘Fruit-a-tives! and I decided
L0 give this fruit medicine & trial. I
‘have ‘used ‘Fruit-a-tives’ ever since.
ey are the first and only medicine
‘that suited my case. If it were notl
or ‘Fruit-a-tives,’ I am, satisfied that
PROUPFOOT.
The ' liver controls the bowels by
giving up enough bile to make. the
bowels move.. The only possible way
to cure constipation is to mdke'the
liver active and Healthy and thus store
up sufficient bile:tomove the bowels.
“Frujt-a-tives” acts directly om the
liver—ensures an abundance of bile—
‘and causes the bowels to move regu-
larly and naturally. b50¢c a box, 6 for
$2.50, trial size 25¢, At dealers,or from
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

try. If the duties are reduced, as pro-

Montreal, the maritime ports and Brit-
ish-Columbia for seven cents, including
the duty, on the basis of last year's
price. So also with Argentina and
Australia. Mutton and lamb can be
laid down from - these -countries at
eight cents, including the duty. But-
ter was actually immported from Aus-
tralia last spring to the extent of five
thousand packages in  one consign-
ment. The price. of good creamery
butter in Montreal:'at the time was

10 19 cents.’ Last spring t’bs’Montreal
egg market was broken by importa-
#Mons from Chitago, ‘which, paid the
duty and undersdld the Canfldian pro-
duct. In February and March of last

imported into Canada. ‘I am told now
by & responsible dealer, whose name
I could give, that eggs are béing
‘bought in Wisconsin and: Ilionois for
from three to!five cents less than they
can be  bought in Canada; and that
the are being so bought for the pur-
pose of competing with our own deal-
ers’ produce. Dealers thruout Canada
are at the present timé beginning to
get letters from dealers in the United
States looking to the exploitation of
the Canadian. market for foreign pro-
duce. Sheep and lambs have been

quautities, ‘
. The Canadjan Morse, °

*On the subject of horses, the On-
tario and Quebec. fagpmer has to-day
the best home. market in. the world.
The development of the prairie prov-

nditions of .the phalrie far
'et‘fi;:t';.’, ', % ls. A
responsible d * iniToronto” a - short
time ago 'n}ﬂ,l‘?eﬂateﬁxgnt!;mat

in early
Jus mar-

probably ten on follars!’ wortli of
horses were bought-in the Provinee of
Ontario alone and shipped weéstiduring
the last Vear. These horses are sald
by the farmers of Ontario at very re-
munerative. prices, and the demand
is greater than the supply. Not: only
is the demand good now, but it will
continue. 'Anyone familiar with -the
conditions in the Northwest Knows
that the market for horses wil ges
better and not warse, notwithstanding
all that mag be done in the way of.
employing steam
doing farm mork.
“horse busineds isfvoficerned, there is
not the re estg%ou'bt that a gtrong,
useful class of }
plying the needf of the Northwest, can
be -bought in ;'the middle ‘west and
southwestern gtates in unlimited. num-
bers, at a price ranging from forty. to,
sixty dollargiless than the prige now
paid the ©ntario farmer.
Wiil Lose Whole Businesg,

“It has been said that you will lose
the profits upon this Whole businéss if
reciprocity went  into force. I will go
further. From what! I know 'of the
condition of the Horse business in the
middle west and southwestern states,
I gay that you Wilt'Tose the whole busi-
ness completely,”and the horses of the

, 8o far as the

or Quebec, What, tHen, Is the posi-
tion of the Ontario,farmer? He ex-
ports, at the higheést
15 to 20 per cent. of bls produce.” For

| this ha has a suré amd certaifi market |

*at good and remunetrative prices.. For
'the other 80 or 85 per cent., which is
;sold at home, and which on the aver-
| to foreé, its way into the markets of
the world, he has one of the best mar-
{ ke's in the world.

“This market, altho a protected one,
|is now being invaded from abyoad.
| Why?. Because prices have got so
thigh that our competitors are able to
| pay the stiff duties which are enforc-
ed against farm produce imports, apd
{ undersell us in our own market. it
| would be thought that if anything
[ were to be done for the Canadian far-
' mer it would be in the direction of
;'fur:her" protection of his market, and
j If it was thought that the price of liv-
L_ln_: was 80, high as to make it impos-
{.sible to increake the duties, then, at
! least,
! made to reduce the protection which
;t‘,we rarmers 0f:Canada now enpoyvs.
| A Dangerous Gamble.

i “But the proposition which we have
% before us may be summed up in this:
| IT: GIVES THE  FARMER WHAT

| e s ool

An Opinion From Nova Scotia.
—

ANNAN, N.: 8., Aug. 22.—Miss H.
Brown has beén rcured of bronchitis
and throat trouble by Catarrbozone,
which gives instant relief to coughs
ahd colds, andsisithe cleanest and
most convenient cure for catarrh. Al-
most evéryone here,uses Catarrhozone,
which the druggistik claim is the Best
remedy they .8gll@#it prevents winter
L&x;; arnd. twd ghopt treatment costs

¥ ‘onte Jolfar; s ple size 25¢c. Bet-
ter get “Catarrhozone” yourself,

Writes the Ireisﬁror of Calo&dia :

f Lot B _years ago I read the .
. | testimonial of Hon. John Costigan re-

posed, New Zealand beef can come to.

27 1-2 cents, "It fell withid a month f{

imported - within a  month in large

inces, combined - witH—tHe “fact o’;'r'fﬁ‘@' duction, it ¢

rses, capable of sup- |

i Northwest will Wbe purchased south of |
the boundary line, and not in Ontatio |

petition, from |

| age is not of so high a quality, not fit |

that -ne -proposition would. be |

OUR ST A

! Butter from Russia, New

: ‘Australia; and ‘egg®

poultry from the southwest stales
! beef, mutton am LroT

parts of 1
there is a glut in the market.
“Will this be done?
that it is being done
now, as fnst very substantial dus
ties. WHEN THE DUTIES ARE
TAKEN OFF THE COMPET ,Qf_‘
‘WILL COME LIKE APLOOD. This |

be comprehended by any person.
on behalf of the advocates of the
treaty?
eaid that the Capadian farmer is as

that he does not want any protection,
.and that he can compete with any
farmer in the worid, either at home or
abroad. This is the statement,

“What answer o I make? My an-
swer is that the statement . is not
true. I completely deny that the Can-
adian farmer can compete at home or

| The Canadian farmer cannot raise
eggs and the lower grades of poultgy

winter and practieally no cost of lv-

in competitidn with the farmer of the
United States, because the Canadian
farmet has not protection from the
wool, and can make very little money
out of it; whereas the American far-
mer has extreme . protection on ' his
wcol, and-makes a lange profit there-
from.
raise sheep in -competition with the
sheep ranges of, New Zealand and
Australia, where sheep are raised for
the wool and the meat is practically a
by-prodlict. Nor can the Canadian
farmer be on equal terms in regard to
the staple product of Argentind, where
there is, no winter climate, and where
the labor that is employed at farm
work couts'from 60 to 70 cents a day.
‘““hese, I think, should be self-evi-
dec t facts. I would say, hoawever, that
if the Canmdian farmer can ‘compets

year about a amillion dozen of éggs Wera! ynder these disadvantiges, and make

a  sor lving, there is no réason why
e should be called upon to6 do so.
Farmers of Canada can dévelop their
own country. THey have borme the
hard times and circumstantes of early
pioneer life; they have chéerfully vot-
Led tens of millions of dollars to de-
velop the resources of their country
and overcame it great natural ob-
| stacles. By doigg so they have bullt
‘up a magnificent and profitable mar-

et,

»
Farmer ~Secure Now,

“I am unable to understand why, . in
the name of reason or common sense,
it is suggested that this market lhoyld
be thrown open to the whole world, so :
that whenever i this great aggrega-
tion of agricultural countries, there is
a glut in the market or an over-pro-
t can“be dumped into. the
Canadian market to the
ths Canadian’ producer. Why should
tné Canadian farmer change his po-
s.tion for the worse? He is now se-
cure. His market ig gefting better
and not worse. The growth of the
| home market in the past 20 years is
{ due to the development of mining, in-
( dustry and of transportation. This de-
l'velopment is not going to stop, but
| the development of the next 20 years
will go o more rapidly than the ca-
pacity of the farmers to supply {ts re-
quirements, so that not only is the
market good now, but it is becoming
steadily and surely -better, and will
{ continue to do so for many. years to
come. No farming community in the
world is better situated than the.Pro-
vince of Ontario and the Province of
| Quebec, and I may add in a lesser
degree the Maritime Provinces, which
are the natural manufacturing grounds
for th: last industry just on the eve
of develapment.

" “If anyone can suggest a reason why
Fthis great and remunerative market
should be thrown open to the competi-
| t'on of the world, the time has arrive
i ed for him to speak and explain what’
| the reason {s.

! A Confusion of ldeas.

! “This is all that I have to say on the
question of markets and prices, It is
i said/that this is a fight of the poor
man against the rich.man, who is op-
presking him. There 18 some question
lag to who the poor man is. If it is
the ‘farmer and his prices arc to be |
improved, it will not help the towns-
| man, and if it is the townsman, and he
lis to get cheaper prices, it will not
help the farmer. There séems to be a
! ¥ingular confusion of ideag under the
gene:al phrases which are gsed in sup-
port of the arguments advanced to
help out this treaty. But thére is one,|

i

that it is to be a fight of the poor man
against the oppressors.

““Now who are their oppressors? Is
it the mailways? Formerly the rail-
ways were without adequate control.
We have lately adopted what is be-
liecved to be by competent observers
to he the most effective system known
in the world for regulating and con-
troling railways—our rajiway commis-
sion. This comimission has brought |
impartant relief in many - coses, has
control of the onsration and rates of
the railways and express companies,
it has ordered, the reduction of rates
in' important cases. But a railway_is
an economic institution. It is govern-
ied by ecomomic laws. Its ability to
give a good service and to give 1t
cheaply depend upon  the progperous
condition of its business.

Railway Rate Reduction,

."Railways in Canada until a few
| years ago were none 100 Prosperous
and the service was none too good
and the rates were none too low. The
position of the railways has vastly
improved and we are now looking to
a greater improvement in position and

their business “that will "enable our
comitiission to order a ‘most substan-
tial reduction in the rates of freight
and for rates which raflways charge
the people of this country. There 's
no other method in which this reduc-
tion can be assured than by the Iin-
cre@z¢ in the volume of business,
thereby ecnabling the rmilway ‘com-
panies to do business more cheaply anl
maore eflectiyely.*- But the advocates
of the freaty come along and they pro-
pose a -measure, the immediate effest
of which will be to embarass the rail-

The answed Is 4y
to some extent |

argument seems sufficiently obvious to | i
“What is-the answer that is made |
I have only seen one: It is| |

gcod a farmer as there is in theworld, | .
Sgatement Not True. . |

abroad with any farmer in the world. | |

Jn competition with the negroes of the .~
syuthwestern states; where there is no |

ing. He cannot raise sheep and lambs |

The Canadian. farmer cannmot|

detriment  of |

thing that is very clear, and that is |

an immense growth in the volume of |,

| WORTH Isno _
| avine'n sioes 1 New stork is here.
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ways, t0 take from thelr réevenues ani
load them with the necessity of making
new and expensive improvements dami
additions to their properties and &9
postponing -indefinifely -the possibity | -
of making any reduction in their rates.
80 much for the railways. -

‘ Talk of Combines.
“It’ will be obvious théat the remeéd
proposed by ‘these gentlemen is not
effective in the case of rallways. Now:
continuing” the question as to who is
the reesor 1 come to the middles
men, the bugiriess mien, who purchase
from “the farmer, companies or |
corporetions and sel - elsewhere
Mr. King says tliat combinations have
been formed. Fousibly 1t ja (rue. 1T )
£0, ;ge :iravlvch of *combines has been

ratively recent in Canada. Smajl
in number, comparatively smail in m',-
fluence, it {5 the duty. of the mv.r";.‘ Wi

‘memt “atok fln:em;a.te these combines,
0 attack them, te provide necessary | controtled s
legislution for preventing their epe 44 United v«smg:s;
tions, from oppreesing peaple, In the |
case of Canadian . eombinations it
would be & comparatively simiple mat-/
ter. . These combinations have little
strength, thelr organization is of the It has been said %
simplest and most clementary ohar- |mer confroi the whole bifsiness
acter, and they would one and.all at| United States. I think that-is
once succumb at the slightest sign of | treme statemeit, Hut T  §t
a direct attack hy the government |esafe to- ) 4 : -
forces. ' P 5 tyd&e‘gn '

U. 8. Would Control, ~ y
“Is that the method ~that
goevrnment  adopts? Ne.

4

no doubt. Now there is 0o
ruthléssly ‘ex%mg“ ‘by""tm t
~as_he is in

the

The

great country, The United &

2 o ! d the governments 'of the "Btz

with those of th Bhates - Aus By it
e United States.. The Continued’on Page 3, Column 1.

URNA C

kept there
farmee mni
squeezed d
auce was '
¢ to the eobh
the seiling
thus takeé
producer d
. consumer
achieve th

 and all thd
binations o
“T would




