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the continent; but the great unknown mainland itlll rested in the
shadow of silent ages. And it is now remembered at the bar of
history that Cabot sailed icas of a stormier character than Columbus
ever saw; that his resources were infinitely less; that his rewards
were far smaller, while his life-work was disregarded for centuries.

Yet it was he who first planted the English flag upon American
shores, and paved the way for English settlements in Newfoundland
and English naval supremacy in western seas. His discovery gave
an immediate impetus also to the maritime spirit of England, and it

supplied a later claim for her to share in the soil and history and
stirring development of the whole American continent.

Following Columbus and Cabot came a stream of adventurers,
explorers and navigators. Sebastian, a son of John Cabot, sailed
along the shores of the new land from Nova Scotia to the region of
Hudson's Straits and was probably appalled by the melancholy
dreariness of the coasts of Labrador. The eastern coast, further to
the south, was explored in 1498 by Americus Vespucius and after hin*
the whole continent came in time to be called. A few years later,
Cortereal, a Portuguese, inspired by the enterprise which in those
days gave his country an empire of commerce and unappreciated soil,
explored the shores of Newfoundland and Labrador and inaugurated
the intercourse of Europeans with the Red men by carrying a number
of them away into slavery. In 1506. Denis of Honfleur. a French-
man of unrecorded position, visited the future Gulf of St. Lawrence
and boldly declared the whole region annexed to France and subject
to its Crown. He brought back with him a kidnapped Indian child
which represented the brutal instincts of so-called civilization when in
contact with barbarism

; a considerable fund of knowledge which
presently resulted in the appearance of Cartier upon the scene ; and
a basis of claim to territory and possibilities of power which might


