
41

!t Ifl «ad to ttfJtict how snch men m Colenso make merry orer

thei«o Divine teachia^ni—"aporting themaelvei with their ow«

diiceiviags."

CHAPTER XI.

TUa JTL'UaBR or tUE PEOIM.K at THR first muster, C0MPARJ5D

WITH THK poll-tax RAISED SIX MOKTIIS PREVIOUSLY.

la Ex. XXX. : 11-l.S wo wcA that Moses was directed to '' tak«

the giiin of the Children of Israel after their number -/'.and that ther

were to give a poll-tax of '' half a shekel after the shekel of the

eanctuary."

Colenso raiintaitis thit this phraseology "could hardly have

been used in this v/ay, until there was a sanctuary in existence, or

rather, until the sanctuary had been some time in existence, and

each a phrase had become/awuVmr in me mouths of the people.''

We remark/riJf,— that he has excluded from hia ^[notation an

important part of the text. After iutroducin<,f the phrase here for

the first time, the sacred historian defines it: " A shekel is twenty

•lerahs."' What could be m^re natural than this ? Whetlier

there were a sanctuary or no, the measure is introduced, and itt

capacity defined, that then, and ever after, it would be understood.

Seconrf/y,—does Colenso mean to say that Israel had no manner

of worship among them till the tabernacle was built? if

they had, surely shekel, Imkodesk, (literally holy shekel), would

have as much meaning K'fore, as after the cor.sttuction of the

aanctuary or tabernacle.

Thirdly,— i\iii contributions for the tabernacle itself would call

for the use of this measure, by which they would be guided in pro-

viding for its erection. It must therefore have been introduced

before the tabernacle was built : nor could it become *' familiar "

»

till it was introduced.

But t.io chief dithculty, he says, is, that the number of the peojtle

(six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty), wa*

identically the same [on the first occasion of numbering,—Num.

xx£. : 11-12], as it was half a year afterwards.—Num. i. :
1--46.

He ''supposes" that on the first occasion, whea the people were

numbered they were taxed, and on the second when they were

taxed they were numbered, though the Scriptures are silent oii


