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America. Some of those performed by ihe latter, such
as the capture of Louisbourg, the attack of the Spanish
settlements at Carthagena, in South America, and other
places situated on the Gulf of Mexico, and the French
West India Islands, were nearly parallel to that, which la

now proposed by the writer lo be undertaken by the pro-
vince

;
and most of tliem were carried out at their own

cost, their neither asking for, nor receiving any compen-
sation, for the large sums which they so generously
expended, or for the noble lives which they so gallantly
sacrificed. They freely gave their money and their blood
for the prosperity and glory of the empire of which they
formed a part. In the present contest, entered into by
England for justice and liberty, we have hitherto given
little else than an expression of our sympathy. Many
persons in Canada have been even crying down our doing
anything at this momeiit towards relieving England of
the expense of providing for our own military wants, at a
period, which, to the province, may be considered as one
of profound peace

; and have represented the latter, with a
revenue of£2,000,000, as unable to maintain one corps for

our own garrisons. As these parties have taken up this

cry evidently from their total ignorance ofthe history of the
British provinces, and plantations in America, before they
became an independent state, it may not be out of place
to give a few instances here, of what the British colonists
of that period had the spirit to undertake, and the ability
to perform, with one-tenth the resources in men and
money, that Canada could at this moment command.
The first step towards providing for the regular defence
of the country, appears to have been taken by Virginia
in 1630, when, according to Bancroft, in his " History
ofthe United States," "the Virginians enjoyed the benefit"
(as Canada does now), " of independent legislation ; they


