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QHRONOLOCY is, of all others, the ynoji fmple, intelU^

I
gent, and faithful relation offaffs. The hijlories of coun-

f tries and periods are generally fo fwelled with brillianey oflan-
guage and flippancy of opinion, that the fubjea is loji in a
labyrinth of words, totally foreign and uninterejiing.

The publications of the day are fo vague and contradi£lory^
and many of them fo partial and momentary, that pojierity is
rather fnifled than informed. The detail of general and tern-
porary compilations are often too multifarious and tMmethodical
to gratify the enquirer with facility on any given fubje£i, and
the want of proper authority is as often fupplied by imagery
and fuppofcd occurrence.

The late war in America has been fubjlantially given in
G^2*«^j, News-papers, Remembrancers, Annual-Regijiers,
Magazines, ^c. but the nature of thofe publications requiref»targe a portion of other diurnal imuigence as renders them
letther too complicated or too abrupt to be vfeful—toe nugatory
puerile, and obfcure to be entertaining,

*

But if any able and difpajfionate writer Jhould be induced
taform a copious andpermanent hijlory of the political flate of
this ctuntry for the laji ten years, this brief communication of
important and curious events will fupply him with materials of
ihe moji valuable nature^ and in the moji comprehenfivt manner
"—freefrom prejudice or error!

No trouble or expence has been left uneffayed to accompli/h
this fmall but defirable work -.—every fource of authentic in'
formation has been fought for, to reconcile differences and
ejtablijh dates, and, to mark the progrefs of coercive and con-
<iltatory a£is on both fides of the Atlantic with precifion.
To feleSf what is really worth notice, from the current paffages
Df lefs note, wasfound a tafk that required the nicefl caution,
and, to contrast thofe into an explicit detail calledfor the greatejl
attention. How well the author has fucceeded is notfor him to

fay : he has done his befi, in uniting the utile dulce, and hopes
the demandfor his American and Britijh Chronicle will be as
univerfal as it is comprthenfive and interejling,, *
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