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10 THOMAS i.(u;ii:

III till- sixlceiitli ((.•iitury llu-ri' u.is a tcndciicv in iIk- FrL-iidi itself

to assiinilatr tin- forms of tin- first ciuii nidation to those of t lie second, t

'i'liis pfciiliarity is in very extensive use in tlie Wallonian.s aiK'

p irticularly at iaei^'e/' Tiu- conmianes of i'aitVe, \\'il)a>;ne, 'I'uprelle.

Allein', Rorour, I.it-rs, X'oroiix, ( )upeye, with nianv otiiers are cited

l)y Wihiiotte? as havini;- tiiis peculiarity for verbs endint:: hi ji'-f-//-»

<?/(•.

Tliere is thus a direct territorial connection, l)y way of Peronne and

Conibles, between tlie Wallonian and that part of the Soninie in

which this -/ termination is tound.

This connection, and the fact that it is not found on the we;t ol

Amiens, nor on the south-west, nor South of the Santerre, and tin

weds^e-sliape of tlie district itself, Justify the conclusion that it ha^.

spread west and south fri>m Wallonian to I'icard territory.

In the Charles of \'erm,nidois,s tonic a lihre very often <;ives ci

This is not fmnid, however, in the documents i)elon!L^in.n to the west

ern part of the I'icard territory (in the Ponthieu ami Aire), but onl\

in the Verniaiul(jis and the re,<;ion east and north of i'. And here

this ('/ is only found in certain positions : before a dental ; in the in

linitive terminati< Ml ((A>// ;/('//, .\x.\vii, lul ; before a \\\\\W-\-r (freives.
xxxii, ii ; 'iicirr, iii, d ; p!'iri\ xxxw io>; before a labial-f'", before /,'•

b. Tonic n jireceded by /' j^ives the same result as in French :
—

cxsvMX'jf \ {ha:.\s\m>(//u'j'?: I'ac.wim pcj? \ (///iru {pvou. rj7\

Crimon, Sat. ii. 2); r/(V/ (.\uc. et Nic, x, 27,71)

c. Pretonic a ivrecedeil by /,•.

CAnKKK>(V/-: cAli.\l,^l•^l>,s,^-v; ; cAMi.\rM>/(-///7' ; can'ai,!';m >/•(>;/(>/.

in all words of po|)ular formation it falls; in words of learned ori

j>;in, such as kanal, it is retained.

The fall of this sound was due to its pretonic jiosition ; the voice

passed li.u;htly over it in its haste to reach the tonic vowel. The
sound has |>assed throuj;h the tollowin.a,' chanJ.,a^s ;

—

a> r>j'>,\\\i.\

then tell.i°

4 " All seizii'me siC'Cle. on .issimila paifois l:i proiniC're ((injuK.ii^nn i'l la stCdiulL-, ct I'm

Am: j'ahins, til aiiiiis. it uiiiiit, <:\.t:. Riilicrt Ktiuiine il.uis >a ,i;ramiiiairc frani;aiso lu dc
clare oxiilicitemem"— I3arme-.teter et HalzN-ld

—

"I.eSei/i me Sii'cle en France,' p. 237.
"Snlclie Konneii |fovnisof tl\e tirst 1 tii)jii,i;atioii in -/ | sind im 15 iind 16 Jalirhniiden

aiii'h in der Sclirlfisp arlie nirht unlieliclu, uiid wcnleii von den ( Iraniniatikerii des i'

Jalirluuiderts ins I'aradi:;ina aufi.'LMionunen. Spa'ier uerilon sie in der .childeten Spraclu
wicder ans>er Kurs gesetzt.dcuh haben /alilreiclie I'atuis an die-er IJiklniii; fc>it,i;ehalten"—
Sncliier in drlilier's T.rnndri'is,' i, 614.

5 "Hans ipu'lcpies Inialit s on dit liniisi'—Sii;art ' 1 >ii'tii)nn.iire dn W'allon de Mons.'

p. 45.
^

6 III"- ji Ipron. aliri'Ji], abn-'c ipron. abrcsi ]. acigi [.isizij, iiuiik [alNnki].— I'cirir, 'Di.

tionnaire I-iCgeois-fran ais,' s. v.

7 /\L'7'tir i/i.< /'iift'is, vol. i, p. 21. Cliarl. i.

8 'Chartes fran(;aises du Verniandois de 121S j 1250" par Lc I'roux. Paris, 1875.

9 Neumann, " Znr I.ant iind rie.\ion>lelire des Altfr.in/JisiMdien.'

10 Beyer, ' Franz. I'lnuietik," p. ij.
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