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school fiystcm within the pale of our own nliurch
; but rttrange

to say itH fltrongest supporters and most ateadtast admirers sel-

dom cnj;:igo ill itH dol'tmco on the ground of its uini merits,

aa iej;ards the I'Jflcienn/ ot tlie rdijiunn iiustruclioii which it im-

partH. If imlocd it is ever so del'etidi^d, the position is soon

found to be untenable and at onco deserted—the j^round is at once

ingeniously changed— the position shifted, and we are told with

the utmost complaisantness tliat, if the religious instruction pro-

vided is insuffii icnt we are to rely on cahchcficdt, pctrciitdl, and

Siiiuli)/ JSclwol, instruction. [ am fully sensible of the importance

of all these channels of instruction ; but why should religious edu-

cation be nmjlnal lo them 'f Why should »i.c hoiira dally be aija-

tematlaillij given up to sn;ii/iir instruction, and j.n hour on a 8uiv

day, and miofhrr 7ioin and thru durinj; the working days be deem-

ed surticient for inculcating the trmlam of the hrart ^ Why
should religion which is the " chief concern " receive the least poa-

sUjlemusidtral'ani ? Is it in accordance with our duty inculcated

in the Book of ( Jod ? I say it is not. I say it is insulting tho

Most High to his face—asserting our own will in opposition to

His, and actually provoking the Almighty to visit us and the chil-

dren He has giveu us with His sore displeasure. I am aware that

there is a " Canon " making it the duty of our clergy to catechise

in their churches
;
but as well might you argue that the laity arc

never to open their Biblea and Prayer-books except within the

walls of the House of Prayer; as to say that the catechising of

the clergy is to supersede other religious exercises. Then as re-

gards 8unday-schools. In many localities, particularly in the

country, there are either none, or the children reside at

BO great a distance from their churches that any thing like a reg-

ular attendance, for this and oJier reasons, is simply an impossibil-

ity. Then again as to parental instruction. How many parents

are unfitted for this duty ? It is unjust to assume in this argu-

ment that all parents are moral and otherwise competent. There

are many parents who are blasphemers. Sabbath-breakers, aoid in-

temperate. Are you to entrust the religious instruction of the'r

children to such parents as these ? There are others, the best and

tho worthiest, who, from want of early advantages, are incompe-
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