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they are apt to fink the idea of the general pT)od

^l this circumfcrlbed and partial interest. But,

where duly renders a critical fituation a necellary

one, it is our bufmers to keep free from the evils

attendant upon it; and not to fly from the fitua-

tion itfelf. if a fortrefs is feated in an un whole-

{bme air, an officer of the garrifon is obliged to

be attentive to his health, but he mufl not defert

his ftation. Every profefiion, not excepting the

glorious one of a foldier, or the facred one of a

prieft, is liable to its own particular vices; which,

however, form no argument againft thofe ways of

life ; nor are the vices themfelves inevitable to

every individual in thofe profefiions. Of fuch

a nature are connexions in politicks; efi^entially

necefifary for the full performance of our public

duty, accidentally liable to degenerate into fac-

tion. Commonwealths are made of families, free

commonwealths of parties alfo; and we may as

well affirm, that our natural regards and ties of

blood tend inevitably to make men bad citizens,

as that the bonds of our party weaken thofe by

which we are held to our country. ' • <

'

' Some legiflators went fo far as to make neu-

trality in party a crime againll the State. I do

not know whether this might not have been rather

to overftrain the principle. Certain it is, the beft

J)atriots in the greateft commonwealths have al-

ways commended and promoted fuch connexions.

Idemfentire de republican was with them a prin-

cipal ground of friendiliip and attachment; nor

do I know any other capable of forming firmer,

dearer, more pleafing, more honourable, and
«»••'*' more


