
4 OF THE RIVER MISSISIPPI.

Near feventy leagues up this river is a very confiderablc port, be-

longing to the French; it is a frontier on the Spanifli fettlements»

being twenty miles from the Fort of Adaics. The French fort is

garrifoned by a captain, two fubalterns, and about fifty men : there

are forty families, confifting moftly of difcharged foldiers, and fome

merchants who trade with the Spaniards. A great quantity of to-

bacco is cultivated at this port, and fells for a good price at New
Orleans, being held in great efteem : they fend alfo fome peltry,

which they receive in trade from the neighbouring Indians.

From the river Rouge to the fea, there are only fome fmall brooks^

of no account. The Bayouk of Peloufas, which is about three

miles from the river Rouge and the river Ibberville, are defcribed

in the account hereafter given of the fettlements on the river Mif-

fiiippi.

It is peculiar to the river MifTifippI, that no part of the waters

which overflow its banks, ever return to their former channel :

this is a circumflance, which I believe is not to be met with in any-

other river in the world. All the lands from the river Ibbevillc to

the fea, have been formed in the fuccefTion of ages, by the vaft

quantities of flimy mud, trees, dead wood, and leaves which the

river brings down at its annual floods, which begin in the month of

March, by the melting of the fnow and ice in the northern parts.

This innundation continues three months. The muddy lands pro-

duce lon^ grafs, canes, and reeds in great abundance : at the over-

flowings of the river, the grafs, canes, and reeds flop great quanti-

ties of the mud and rubbifli that defcend with the current. The
long grafs, &c. neareft the river, mud receive a greater quantity of

this rubbifh than that which is more diflant, and this caufes the

bank of the MifTifippi to be higher than the interior land, and ac-

counts for the watsrs never returning to the river j and we may rea-

fonably fuppofe, thai the lakes on each fide are parts of the fea, not

yet filled up. Thus the land is annually raifed, and continually

gains


