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may a\v/iiyn bo (ImtiiiguiHliud l>y tluir asliy liluu broa.stt<, ami black

tliroatH.

Diiriiif^ till' ^iciittT piirt of tilt' iiioiitli.-* of ScptcinlKT iiml ()(tol)t'r,

tliv market of I'liiliulclpliia is alximlaiitlv Miipplii'il witli Hail, wliicli arc

Hold from half a dollar to a dollar a dozen. Soon after the twoiitiolli

of October, at which time our first Miiiart frontn j^oiierally lake jilacc,

these birds move ofl' to the south. In Virj^inia they usually remain

until the first week in Movend)er.

Since the above was written, I have received from .Mr. (loorge Ord,

of Philadelphia, some curious particulars relative to this bird, whi<di,

as they are new, and come from a jjentleman of respectability, are

worthy of bein^ recorded, and merit further investi;^iition.

"My personal e.vperience," says Mr. Ord, "has made me ac(|uainted

with a fact in the history of the Hail, which perhaps is not generally

known ; and 1 shall, as brielly as possil)le, connnunicate it to you.

8onu' time in the antunni of the year L'SOlt, as 1 was walkin;^ in a yard,

after a severe shower <d' rain, 1 [)erceived the foot of ii bird projecting

from a spout. I pulled it out, and discovere(l it to be a ]{ail, very

vij^orous, and in ]ierfect health. Tlic bird was plai'ed in a sniidl room,

on a f;in-ca>e ; and 1 was amusinj; myself with it, when, in tiie act of

pointin;^ my finj;»'r at it, it suddeidy sprang forward, ap])arently nuich

irritated, fell to the floor, and stretching; out its feet, and bending its

neck, until the head nearly toiiehed the back, became to all a](pearanee

lifeless. Think ini; the fall bad killed the liird, I took it up, and be;L;an

to lament my rashness in provoking it. In a few minutes it again

breathed ; and it was some time before it perfectly recovered from the

fit, into which, it now a|)peared evident, it had fallen. I placed the

Kail in a room, wherein ("anary Imds were eonfineil ; and resolved that,

on the succeeding day, I woubl endeavor to discover whether or not

the passion of anger bad jtroduced the fit. I entered the room at the

aj)|>ointeil tinn-, and a)iproaehe(l the bird, wlii<li had retired on beholding

me, in a sullen humor, to a coruei'. On pointing my finger at it, its

feathers wi've immediately ruflled ; and in an instant it sprang forward,

as in the first instance, ami fell into a similar fit. The following day

the experinuiit was repeated, with the like effect. In the autumn of

liSll, as I was shooting amongst the reeds, I perceiveil a Uail risi; but

a few feet before mv batteau. The binl bad risen aliout a vaiil wluMi

it became entangled in the tops of a small bunch of reeds, jind

atidv fell. Its feet a'ld neck wi

numeili

re extemled, as in the instances above

me ntioned : and before it bad time ti iver, I killeil it. Some few

ift(liivs atterwanls, as a fVi euil and Were shoot inj' in tlie .-aine iilaee, he

kill. a liail an 1. as \\v iiproaehei I til i>ot lo i)ie k it up, anotlier was

jierceived, not a foot off, in a lit. I took up the bird, and plaei'd it in

the crown t)f mv hat. In a few moments it revived, and was as vigorous
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