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A SKETCH 0\ THE WORK.

rendered to sickness, a ])iii-se of about

I'orly dollars hail hccu raised I'oi' him
aiiioiij'' ihe iiu'ii. and he was to I)e '" pack-

ed ""
to Sproat's Ijandinj;' on ;i iiiiiie at the

compaiiys cxijciise whenever the doctor

decr(!ed it wise to move him. Of coitrs(!

invalidism of a, more si'rit)iis nature is not

inl'i-eiiuenl wlicn^ men work in the paths

of slidinji' rocks, beiiealli caviny earth,

amid falling' foi-est trees, around <>'iant

i)iasts, and with heavy tools.

Another one of the tents was tliat of

the "boss packer." He superintended the

transportation of supplies on the ])ack-

trail. This '"jol) of "iOO men,"" as Dunn
styled liis camp, employed tiiii'ly pack
horses and nudes. The puck trains con-

sisted of a,
'

lu'il - horse "" and boy. and
si.K horses followinj^'. f]ach animal was
rated to carry a burden of 400 luuinds of

dead weig'ht. and to reciuire three quarts

of m(>al thrive times a day.

Another olHcial habitation was the

"store-man's"" lent. As a rule, there is a

store-man lo (>very ten miles of construc-

tion work ; often every camp has one.

The store-man keeps account of the distri-

bution of 11h> supplies of food, lie issues

re(iuisitions upon tlie head storehou.se of

the company, and makes out ordei-s for

eaoli day's i-ations from the camp store.

The cooks are therefore under him. and
this fact su<;<!:ests a mention of the ])rinci-

pal buildinj:: in tlie camp—the mess liali,

or " "rub tent.''

This structure was of a size to accom-
modate two hundi'cd men at once. Two
tables ran the Icnjith of the unbroken in-

terior— tables made roughly of the slabs

or outside boards fi-om a saw-mill. The
benches were ]iu<;e tree trunks spiked fast

upon stumps. There was a bench on either

side of each table, and the })laces for tlu^

men were each set with a tin cup and a
tin pie plate. The bread Avas hea])ed hi<:]i

on wooden {)latters, and all the condi-

nuMits—catsup, vinegar, mustard, pepper,

and salt— were in cans that had once held

condensed milk. The cooks worked in

an op(Mi-onded extension at the rear of

the great room. The rule is to have one
cook and two "cookees" to each sixty

UHMI.

Wliilc I was a new arrival just under-

going" introduction, the men, who had
come in from work, and who had "washed
tip'" in the lillle creeks and al the river

bank, began to asseml)le in the "grub
tent"' for supper. They were especially

interesting to me because there was every
reason to believe that they formed an as-

sembly as typical of the human flotsam

of the border as ever was gathered on the

continent. Very few were what might
be called born laborers; on the contrary,

they were mainly men of higher origin

wlio had failed in older civilizations;

outlaws from the States; men wlio liad

hoped for a gold mine until hope was all

but dead; men in the iirst Hush of the


