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for the realization of all reasonable am-
bitions. Tills beinj; so, it is easy to

understand that men of a iiiffji type are

eager to enter the examinations for Ci/il

Service appointments, and that conse-

quently the (lovernment has a wide range

of selection.

The morale of the service is high, for,

in addition to the ordinary motives which

guide gentlemen in their actions, the con-

viction is present in the mind of each
member that, if lie so conduct himself as

to bring discredit on the honorable service

to which he belongs, no influence will

save him from dismissal. One of the

strongest cohesive factors in the British

Empire is the belief which exists among
all classes that, whatever may be the mis-

takes of policy, whatever the blunders of

local officials, the money paid for the

expenses of government is expended for

the public good, and does not go into the

pockets of the rulers.

The spirit which animates the Colonial

Service of Great Britain is that of a true

realization of the beauty and excellence

of honest work, of satisfaction in obstacles

overcome, of joy in the accomplished
thing.

VVere the guiding Genius of British

imperialism to address the youth setting

out on his career as a colonial servant, we
may imagine her saying :

" Go to the man
with whom you have to deal, learn his lan-

guage, study his habits, enter into his life,

understand his superstitions, rejoice with

him, mourn with him, heal his sick, re-

spect his dead, stand by his side in work
and in play, in health and in sickness.

And as time passes your work will become
a tradition, a tradition by which the natives

will measure every new man and by which
every new man will measure his work.

And when you have taught the native that

you are not with him to make money out

of him, to wean him from his gods, to

oppress him and ill ure him, and when he
has taught you to understand the strange

workings of his heart, to syM)i)atliize with

the ever-present coiiHict within him of

strong emotions and a weak will, you will

reap tnai reward which cannot be meas-

ured by any standard— the knowledge
that as a man you have gone out into the

waste places of the earth and done man's
work."

After this article had gone to the printer

news arrived of sfricnis reverses to Brit-

ish arms in South Africa, The British

Empire is on trial before the whole world,

and we see all the J5ritish colonies eager

to afford assistance to the mother country

in the time of her need. The question

which is being settled is whether England
is powerful enough to protect her subjects

throughout the world, whether there is or

is not any significance to the expression,
" Civis Britannicus sum." My own feel-

ing is that England has never been called

on to face a situation so full of dangerous
possibilities, and that now is the time

when the moral fiber of the British Em-
pire is to be put to the test. It will be
seen whether the cohesive elements of

British Imperialism are powerful enough
to preserve the unity of the Empire in

such a crisis as this, when almost the

whole of Europe is rejoicing over the

temporary failure of British military power,

when the foe she is fighting is encouraged

and assisted by the presence and advice

of European military experts. Eor my
part, I have no fear as to the ultimate issue

of the present conflict. Despite the hos-

tility of Europe, nay, even should that

hostility take the form of intervention, the

day has not come when the magnificent

edifice of British Imperialism, with all that

it means for humanity, civilization, and
progress, is to clatter to the ground like a

house of cards.
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