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mountains, are compared to iit'elf, but as a grain of dud on an arti-

ficial fphere ; and, to us little mortals who dwell on its furface, its

Iplierical figure is hardly dirceriiible; yet we, without failing round
the world, as fome have really done, as the navigators Drake, Anfon,
Cook, &c. have fuffi:ient room to conclude, wiih but a little obfer-

vution, that the earth is a globe, or of foine fiiuilai fliape.

2. Experiment] Flnte I. Let us take a (land on the lea fliore, on a
clear day, and view (liips leaving the c oaft, in any direftion whatfoever

;

as they recede from us, we may diftindlly obferve thv,* rigging of the

velTels, when the hulls are quite out of fi^hr, as if funk in the waters.

In like manner, in an evening, from the top of a hill, the obferver

may diftindtly fee the fetting fun, when it appears to thofe below, to

have funk below the Horizon, Nay, a perfon of fwift foot, wh^n it

has fei to him below, may. by running up the hill, regain his view.

Thus, when lifing, does he firft tip the tops of the mountains with his

rays ; and thus do failois, on their fiift making land, difcover the high

parts of the coall, but not the very lliore, till they are pretty clofe in

with the land.

Now, were t!i<* furface of the fea an extenfive plane of waters,

through defedi of fight only, thicknets of atmofphere, or fome fuch

like caufes, we would lole fight of the objedls, and then they would
dilappear all at once.

<j. AniTf'oaes .] If then this huge mafs of matter, this whole earth,

be a globe or round ball, we may naturally enquire, from what does
it hang, or what is there beneath to keep it up ? How are things fup-

ported on its furface ? And what miferable people are our Antipodes,

walking with their heads downwards ?

No race of people on our globe walk with their heads downwards,
though their faces may be diredled to every part of the heavens,

through their inhabiting the different parts of the furface of the round
world i and our Antipodes walk as ere£t as we do, though their heads
are diametrically oppofite from ours ; for they are as ftrongly drawn
to their pan of the earth, as we are to ours ; and might as reafon-

ably imagin-" that we are under the ftrange predicament, of walking

with our teet upwards like a fly on a ceiling.

4. Unhvtfiil Laiv.] It feems to be an univerfal law in the creation,

that bodies have a mutual attraction, tendency, or gravitation, to-

wards each other; and the heavier bodies are, and the nearer they

are to each other, the more ftrongly are they at trailed j the caufe

is unexpHcable from any enquiries in natural philofophy ; and can on-

ly be refolved into the will of the creator, whole works we may con-

teiDplate with wonder, but the leafl of which we can never fully com-
prehend *.

5. Efe(^s.

* That this attra£{ion nlUt, is deduced, not only from fpeculation on the na*

ture of things, but From actual experiment.

A weight let to hang by a firing from the precipice of a mountain, if undifturbed

by any current of air, or if it is perfeftly calm, is obferved to deviate from a perpen-

dicular. The prodigious mafs of matter contained In the mountain, aitradls the

weight towards itfehf.

In like manner, if two bundles of ropet, ^f equal weight, be fuTpended at the

toii of an accurate balance, or fcale beain>.oa the Surface of the earth, they w.ll


