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otlior confiibutioiis. In tlio niiluinn

of 1S:!4 li(! went to Slobili.', at llie in-

viliilion of IVtor A. UcniNcii, a cotton-

faclor tlicrc, who liail married his

cousin; ami in May, ls;U, lio left

there, and went to (inuivillo Ciille;;e,

Ohio, arriving June 4, where lie

remained for over two yearn. His
parents having removeil from Loek-
port to Toledo, ()., ho visited t'.eni at

the latter plaee, in the summer of

lS3r>, and took part with the liuekeyes
in a littlo skirmish with tlie Woiver-
nies, pleasantly calleil the Battle of

Mud Creek, in the environs of Toledo,— one of the episodes of the Ohio ami
Michigan boundary difllculty at that

period.
In the autumn of 1830 he left Gran-

ville, for Hudson River Seminary, near
Stockport, N.Y., where ho remained a
year; and then went to reside in the
family of his matron and friend, Mr.
IJemsen, noa. Alexander, Genesee
County, in tha. State, pursuing his

studies, and an extensive course of

reading, privatelv.

When in Mobile, he made a begin-

ning of colleoting unpublished facts

aid traditions relative to border his-

tory, in this instance pertaining to the
daring Creek chief, Weatlierford,

—

a habit which, for over forty years, he
lias since practised with so marked
success. While at Granville, ho had
become interested in the border works
of Withers, McCluny, and Klint, and
afterwards of Hall ; and, finding them
oftentimes at variance with each other,

lie conceived the idea, in 18:!8, of a

work on the Western Pioneers, hoping
to be able to rectify many of these de-

fects and errors. This led to an ex-
tensive correspondence, and repeated
journeys in the Western and Southern
States, between 1840 and 1871, aggre-
gating over sixty thousand miles, by
public conveyances, on horseback, and
on foot, attendant with many hard-
ships, and several times greatly en-
dangering life itself. Many aged
pioneers and Indian fighters were in-

terviewed,— the companions of Dun-
more, Lewis, Clark, Uoone, Kenton,
Shelby, Sevier, the Campbells, Sumter,
Uobcrtson, Crawford, Brady, and the
Wet/.els ; and thus an unequalled col-

lection of original historic materials
was gathered, embracing well-nigh
two Tiundred and fifty manuscript
volumes, covering the whole sweep of

the Anglo-American settlement and
border warfare of the West, from the
first fight in the Virginia Valley, in

1742, to the death of Tecumsoh, at the
Tlianu's, in isi:i.

In 1840 Mr. Draper went to Ponto-
toc, in Northern Mississippi, wliero
he edited a we<'kly paper for u while;
tried rough farming-life one season,
fifteen miles from a post-odiee, and
was chosen a justice! of the peace.
In 1K42 went to lluiTalo, serving as a
clerk in. the canal superintendent's
ofllce for a year; returncMl to Pontotoc
a short time, journeying among the
pioneers; ami linally, in 1844, becom-
ing again a member of Mr. Hemsen's
family, then residing near Baltimore,
and subseriiienlly in and near Phila-
ilelphia, maintaining an extensive cor-

respondence, and making freiiuent
journeys in the Western and South-
western States, and gathering a unique
library illustrative of border history.

Mr. llemsen, his patron ami friend
of many years, dying in the spring of
1852, Mr. Drai)er, with Mr. IJemsen's
family, whose widow he subsequently
married, removed to Madison, Wis., in

tho autumn of that year, where ho
has since resided. Hesirle perfecting
his Border Historical Collections, ho
h.is devoted much of his time towards
building up the State Historical So-
ciety of Wisconsin, e<liting its six vol-

umes of Transactions, and aiding in
gathering its valuable library of sixty-

five thousand volumes. In the fall of
1857 he was chosen State Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction, and labored
with much zeal .and success in securing
tho adoption of a State system of

township libraries, by which nearly
eighty-nirio thousand dollars'were raised
for the first year's expemlitin-e, but
which was repeale<l in consccpience of

the great war tornado of 1801, and the
money appropriated for military pur-
poses. Some such measure is very
certain to be re-enacted at no very
distant day.

Beside the six volumes of Collections
of the Historical Society, sever.al

pamphlets, and two elaborate school-
reports, he prepared In 1800, aided by
W. A. CrotTut, a thorough work of over
eight hun<lred pages, called " The Hello-

ing Hand : an American Homo Book
forTown and Country, devoted to Farm-
ing-Matters, Stock, Fruit-Culttire, and
Domestic Economy." He has recent-

ly completed a work of much care-'

ful investigation on tho Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence; .and is

now engaged, in conjnncthm with
C. W. Butterfleld, tho able author of
" Crawford's Expedition," on a volume


