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•JiiH (lisrtission, to iniprrss this House nnd ihn

peo|ilr at liirsjc with the idea that, in case ofa war
with KiiKland, we woiihi inevitably lose Orcfjon.

How w litis, sir? Would a war be certain to lose

ii-iOrciron? How? Why. say the opponenis of
this iioticp, bt cause we could I'lol luove a siu;{lc

vctisel from our shores with a view of sailing

iiiDiiiid Cape Horn to Oregon, without having the
morlilication of secini:: ber shattered reiriains swept
Imek upon our eoest by the first, Ijrceze. Sir, were
iliose noble craft jnainied by the srranite-hearled,

irdii-nirved sjiirits of the last war, thus sent back?
The naval history of our coiuitry tells thai story.

And who, at'ter looking over Cooper's Naval His-
tory, can stand up here and talk of our navy and
its powers, wlicn eoaipared with that of Riiiiland,

ns Rome gentlemen have done, without hiding their

t'ai'cs in the mantle of shame? But what, ex-
i-Liim those fatherly gentlemen, will become of our
.itizens in Oregon ? Might I not with more pro-

priety ask, what will become of the British in Or-
igon? Sir, our Yankee boys and western rangers
there, as everywhere else, know how to take care
ol'liemselves. Why, say those gentlemen, it will

hfi na easy matter for England to convoy around
by sea a force sufficient, with the Hudson Bay
Company, to exterminate every American from
ilie soil. Have those gentlemen forgotten that, be-

sides the eight to ten thousand emigrants now in

;iiat country, we have eighteen thousand whale-
inni in the Pacific, than whom none more brave
'ir tnore |iatriotic ever floated on an American bot-

lom? Let those brave and fearless seamen be
'alltd into the service with their three years' stock
lif provisions—an amotuu with which they always
supply themselves with before leavins home.
(rive them iiiiiniHliate assurances that, should
liicir services be needed, we will ]iay them as lib-

erally as we do those in our regular naval service;

and in six months after the commencement of a
war, not a John Bull would dare show his face

'(null of 54° 40'. They will enter tiie service of
their country with pride and pleasure. They will

mil their sliipping into the Columbia; protect it

ilicre with the guns which they always carry,

mounted in forts and fortifications; and, with the

mills which we can furni-sh them liy land and sea,

liiis Oregon band of twenty -eight thousand per-

sons will bid defiance to any power wliich may be
'jfoiight against them.

Sir, we are not alarmed about the safety of the

people of Oregon, nor are they, at the idea of giv-

1112; this notice. They .see no "visions;" nor
Jws the fear of British navies and armies disturb

their "dreams."
They are much less disturbed in this respect than

fdtaiii gentlemen from the boasted land of chivalry.

They have seen "visions" and dreamt "drer-\s,"
iiiuil it has produced a disea.-se, which in its type

is clearly "intermittent;" the paroxysms returning

l>/-aiiiiually—ililVering in this respect from "inter-

iiiittents" generally. One year ago those diseased

niciids were in the state of "asphyxia," cool as a
|

' Hi'iiiabcr—no fears of Mexico, backed as she then !

«:is by England and France, and "the gentleman
{

with the white hat," and his "parlcz-vous" man,
|

Friday, to boot. Not a "vision," nor a "dream"
!

retarded their onward march to the point at which
ihoy then aimed. But now , how changed the scene

!

All awful "paroxysm" has suddenly seized upon

' them, nnd they "shiver !n the breeze. •• Acres of

I

British bayonets suddenly fla.sli upon their visions;
i

navies unnumbered,

j
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I haunt their niidni'^ht slunibers ! A mi -hty change
has "come o'er the spirit of their dream." That
little .lohnny I'.ull, about whom no one can d a fig

I

0111^ year ago, has, in one short year, consuiin d sui^

I

ficient Oregon beef to make him grow a wondrous
,
u;iant indeed. J'.ut slop; these "visions" and
"dreams" are all the etl'u-'ions of a disturbed im-
agination; all the result of a "paroxysm." Be
patient; only wait one year, and they will again be

;

found in a perfect state of ispliy xiii. Then, when
perlia[)s the tpu-stion of annexing' Calit"oriiia—

a

I question iiiV(dvin>r cotton bales and locomotive

!
eottfui pickers—will come uji here, gentlemen wdl

! again be as "calm as a summer evening, and as
('ool as the crystals of an April frost."

!
Mr. Chairman, having referred pretty fully to

i

the consetpienees to us should a war unfortunately

I

occur, let us for a momeni look to the available

I

fmre which could be brought to bear against us,

I

and to our defensive preparations on the seaboard

1
and along our norlheni and iioriheasiern frontiers.

First, along the seaboard, where we find the pecu-

I

liar friends of peace. I shall not atleni]it a descrip-

tion in detail of the vast works of defence on the

j

sealioard, their strength, or their etliciency in war.

;
A'or will I stop to count the cost of nil tht.'se works,

j

and to state here, what we all know to be true,

I that the whole American family has been heavily
• taxed to defray the expenses. Neither will 1 refer

j

to the notorious fact, that the immense jiopulation

!
inhaliitin^ the northern and northeastern shores,

' which are washed for two thousand miles by Brit-

ish water, have always borne the unjust andunerpuil
system of taxation, which went to build up those

seaboard defences; and that tliey stood u]) under
all this without a murmur, notwithstanding these

vast sums were applied for the benefit of our breth-

ren in luiother section of our Union. We have not,

heretofore, nor do we now, complain aliout the ajn

]ilicatioii of large and liberal sums of money to en-

able our friends to defend their property, their fire-

sides, nnd their lives. It is true, however, that we
have not been able to see the propriety of entirely

overlooking the defences of our lake shores. We
have looked to the vast preparations of Great Brit-

ain on the oppo.site shore, and then to our defence-

less homes. We thought of our neglect, but we
murmured not. We beheld their ship canal around
the falls of Niagara, through which her fleeta

might reach all our towns and cities—whose com-
mercial importance has already out.5iripptd many
on the seaboard—and sack and burn ihem without

a shot or gun furnished by the General Govern-

ment to defend them wi'h. Still, with all this ne-

glect of every interest o, our northern border, wc
will not complain. Should war come, we shall not

trouble our.selves much about defensive arrange-

ments; it will be an ofi'ensive war from the start

with us. We shall save .Tohii Bull all trouble

about meeting us on this side of the lakes. We
shall take great pleasure, too, in saving him the

trouble of attending the locks on the Welland canal;

and we sliall do .sundry ether acts of kindness, too

numerous to mention. And if our friends on the

seaboard—after having nearly all the money which
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