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f "whnt does it show ? Foreisn tonnaije of Enffhuid,

'},4'}(t,(l(»0 ti>ns; of Iht: United Stales, 'j,4 I7,(l(l(» tons,

IfaviiiLV (lilt ilie tciniiMfie of our l.ikcs and rivers.

What is the comiiierciiil tonnaire of ollu-r I'jiro|iean

< iovcniiiients.'' I'Vanco has (!'}r>,(l(l(t tons; Russia,

'J:<<>,(M)() tons: [)( nmaiU, '.^ry/Mrr. Ifolland, -'U.QHI;

Svvcdcn. I lH.0x!5; TiirKfy, l,?>t»a, amountiii-^ in all

to l,',".t.'{,r»Hi, oralioiuoiie-hiilf of that of the Uni-

ted Sillies. What, sir, wa.s the coininerci; of the

Mississi|>|ii and its trilmlaries only forty years ii;;o.'

1 1 was unknown to the world. A few canoes and
keel-lioHts were padilled and |)olcd aloriL' its shores.

What is it now? Unndreds of tloatinir jialaces

hear iipon its liosoiii more than ^ti()(l,(l()(),0(l(j worth
cf eoinrncrcial c(nnnio(liiies annually. What was
the commerce of your lakes forty years atjo ? A
i'W liidinn traders ahniy; the shores. Wiiat is it

HOW' You have upon Lakes Krie and j\Ii(hi;,'aii

alone (uiir hundred commercial vessels, with a lon-

riajje of H(),(HMI tons, earryini;: annually a commerre
of the value of 51,,')l)0,00(1, and in |>roi!r( ss ofcini-

structioii ihirly-four vessels more; of wtiich ten are '

ste;imers of the first clas.'?. The.>ioarc the avenues
ihrou^'h which the a<?ricullurai prodiicts of the

Western valley pnss to market.
;

If this, sir, has heen our pro'/ress in sixty-three

vears, siartini: tVom a state of conifiarative imhe- '

•ility, and with hut (Uie sea ojieii to us, what will

It lie with the trade of tiie Pacific opened to us,

with our pre.«;ent means of advancement, in the

next fiuarter of a century to come ? That country,

when; solitude now reii^ns almost uul'roken save

l.iy the si<ihiii2^ of the winds, the whoop of tlie sav-

a'^e, the crack of the hunter's rifle, or the dashin<!:

<if the Pacific waves upon its shores, will then liave

liecome the home of (Mvili/.ed men. From its fiorts

and harhois will ^n forth a commercial marine,
whose sails will whiten every wave, ami wliose ma-
jestic .'UeaiiH'rs will ride triumphant on the traimuil

liosom of that ;j;reat ocean. We cannot expect tlial
'

the trade connnand('d l>y that ocean will he yielded

without a strui;;::le hy a(lver-<e Powers. Full W(;ll

does Crreat Hritain understand the military streiiijth
'

and commercial important! of Oreijon. She will

not v'ield it, rii^lit or wromj, to her natural rival, so

loni,' as she can hy any means rf tain it or any part

of it. Why has she so lonij and obstinately per- 1

severed in the assertion of her untounded preten-
,

sions to the wli(dt> of the country north of the Co- '

himbia, and to a Joint rii^ht to the use of that river?

The reason is obvious. There is not a i^ood har- :

hor south of the Columbia, tihI navi<,^atioii at the .

mouth of that stn^am is rendered un-^aft! and dan-
gerous by bars, shoals, and ('urrents. All the ^ood
harbors lie north of the (.'olum!)ia. Yield her that

claim, atid it is all that she, wants. She will then 1

have secured to In^rself the stronir places of the

country, and rendered the balance of it compara-
tively valueless to us. Our products c<)uld not ilu'ii

reach the ocean safely, exi'Cjtt throu^^h Uritish ports

in a P.rilisli province, atui subject to be incumbered
nr prohibited by such duties as she may impose.
With Oresron impioved, and connected by rail-

roads with the Atlamic, we will furnish to the

world the ijreat desidera'.um so loni; sou<j;ht I'or by
commercial nations—a direct communication from
Kiu'ope to Asia; and we will then Im- brouirht in

close communiiMtion with the (Commerce of ('liina,

Uic Eaat ladies, the v.-est coast of S(iuth Americii,

and the Pacific isles. Ciin Piii lin siil Q|,0()0 miles

iiround Cjipc I lorn, or •JT.IHH) iiroui!d the ('ape of

(iood I fo|ie, and succ(rsi'iil|\' i'i.|ii|ii le with us in

that trade whicli we can reach tVoni the wi stern

coast, by sl",ui) vessels, in 4000.' |[er\oyaL,'e will

NMpiire some ei'ihl iiionilis; ouis, scarcely so many
weeks. Who then will have the carrying' trade?

I'rilain will be compelled either to open a ]iass;i'ie

across the Isthmus of Darii 11, trade ihrou'/h our

works, permit us to have the carryimr trad(> or

be driven from the market. Sir, that ocean trcni of

India trade has been acfpiired and enjoyed by • ach

coiumerciid natiiui, successively, fr(uii the .rliest

a:res of the world. Cartha'.re. ( Jreece, Rome, Ven-
ice, Pisa, Ifeiioa, PortiUiral. Holland, have each, ii)

their turn, enjoyeil ii. Ivii^land now has it. Our
dcsiinv now oilers it to us. Will we ai-cept it?

Will we adopt and carry out such ji.sl and piiuleiit

measures of policy as will secure to us this irnal

and valuable field for c(uniii( rci.il ( nterprisc ? This
le:i(!s us to the c(nisidciatioii of another branch of

this subject.

The next rjuestion which |nTsents itself to our

consideration is: to whom does Oreiron, in whoh;
or in part, beloni:.' To t\\v Unit((l Slates or to

(freat I'ritainr What are our rii;lils in, and our

title to, Orei!:on? And what are the pr( tensions

and claims ofdiciit IJriiain tolhes:iiu( ? Iiv what
evidence are the riiihts, claims, imkI pr( tensions

of the parlies, respecliv( ly, yup|>(>rled or iirovtd?

And here nirain I must quote t'nuw ihe speech of the

ijentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. lioi.MF.s.]

who savs: " 1 deny, in toio, any rii:lit, any claim
' to that territorv, <>r to (tiuj juirt or pami ihere-

' of, that does not apply with etpial Hu'ce and etii-

' cienev to ilie power ol" Cinal liriiaiir, and if I do
' not, by as fiiir reasonini: as I can brinsr, deinon-
' strate this position, I am wiiiiii'^ to ijive up now
'and forever any claim to lou:ic:d powers.'' Thi:i

makes llie issue between the parlies, and pre.'!ent^^

the Iirilish vicv/ of the (|uesiio!i, in sul>st:inc(', and
almost in (Uv same wvu'ds. in which it was present-

ed by Messrs. Hopkins and Athlin',Moii. British

i'lenijiotenliaries, on the Itiih day of December,
lR."2f), when ne^otiatiiii: upmi, and (liscussinLr, the

British title to Oreijon, with the proper iiullioiitie.i

of the United Slates. They s;iy: '• Great Britain

' claims no exclusive sovereiiriity over any portion
' of that territory. Her ))resent claim, not in ro-

' spect to any |ia'i-l, but to the whole, is limited to a
' ritrht of joint occnpancy in common with other
' States, leavinir the ri^ht of exclusive sovereignly
' in abe^'aace." Every Briiisli Minister and diido-

matisl, from that lime to the present, has c(nilend-

ed tor the same [losilirni, that she h;i(l a Joint ri;jht

with the United Slates to the whole of Or(.\;ron, but
that neither Government had a s( parate rii^lit to

any ]iart thereof To this pro]iosilion I cannot
yield my assent. It is iiotTny ]iurpose, however,
to arjjue the title lo the whole of f>reu:on—time will

not permit, nor is it necessary for my present pur-
]iose. I propos(>, however, to show that we have
a clear, perfect, and unencumbertal title to the soil

and sovereii^nty of a part of Orei^on. If I succeed,

l>y lair and le>i;itimate proofs and ar;imients, in do-

ing; so, I shall have met and overthrown the ])osition

of the irtaitleinMU from South Carolina, and, with
it, the iK'Sition assumed by Britain, for they are

identical.


