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COS FKOPIIETS OF UNREST.

it is iiol likely to be tested, may L assunieti witlumt fear of dis-

prool". Tobaiii h an}' misgivings which we might have as to tlic

practicability of such a government, the seer points to the part

taken bv aliunni in the iioverinncnt of universities—surclv as

subtle an analoiiv as the aeutest intelligence ever discerned.

TJie new organization of labor has been followed by such a

ilood of wealth that eveiybody lives, not only in plenty, but in

luxury and refmement before unknown. Everybody is able to

give u]) work at forty-five and jiass the rest of his days in ease

and enjoyment. " No man any more has any care for to-mor-

row, either for himself or his children, for the nation guarantees

the nurture, education, and comfortable maintenance of every

citizen from the cradle to the grave." All the world dresses for

dinner, dines well, and has wine and cigars after dinner. Under

all this lurks, it is to be feared, the same fallacy which under-

lies the theory of Mr. Henry George, who fancies that an in-

crease of i)opulation, being an increase of the number of labor-

ers, will necessarily augment production, and consequently that

the fears of Malthus and all who dread o\'er-po]nilation are base-

less. It is assumed that everything is produced by labor. Labor

only produces the form or directs the natural forces. The mate-

'•ial is produced by Nature, and she will not supjjly more than a

given quantit}' within a given area and under given conditions.

Even in !N[a.ssachusetts, therefore, which is su})poscd to be the

jtrimal scene of human regeneration, the ])eople, however skilled

their labor, and however Utopian their industrial organization

might be, unless their number were limited or their territory en-

larged, would starve.

This is a serious question for a state which guarantees to

every one nurture, education, and comfortable mainteuanco.

As the guarantee extenels to the citizen's wife and child as well

as to himself, and they are made inde})endent of his labor, the

last restraint of providence on marriage and giving birfh to chil-

dren would be removed. The ])eo]>le would then probablv mul-

tijtly at a rate which would leave Irish or French-Caiuulian plii-

loprogenitivencss behind, and without remedial action a Aast

scene of squalid misery would ensue.

There is no more private jtroperty. In its ]»lace comes a sense

'•s


