
IQwa.6 . RMiaATioir or Haubvt nramnr or PAovtc.

Sea end tbe Strait of San Juan de Fuca. In certainly in exceoH of NO.OOO square miles, of whicli

about Ml of 1 per cent, was to be ninde tills numery. The nurwry itself, tbe region to benefit

principally, would never lie o|iened to the flsbery. Behind tbe idea of such a nursery there is

seemingly tbe conviction that tbe .onitill Rub eharaeteriatic of tbU region are young, but it is far

more probable that 'they are xlinply a Klow-growlug population, from which, In addition, tlie

larKcr mature fish may have lieeii cniigbt off. Added to this is tbe fact tliat there Ih no reason

to bclli've that tbe reserve iu qutwtlou has been lieartas eren Its proportionate amount of fishing.

So regarding this proimsal It Ih loife to say that it wihM protect tmtf tbe region closed. However,

tbe Ide* iDToIred In this plan, that of extmding protcetlM to m area hji totally eUiniitatlBg

Mite* OM tt, la a imwtlw one.

Cumewt or Lame .\«ea».

Befta* eoBslderlBK tbe last of tbe pmpoMila dcaicned to p«teet tbe baaki, it mmld be wdl
to obaetve thoee eenditloiia whidi are aot met bjr tbe otben. It te obriow tbat tbe winter eloaed

eaaaw wo«M Ml to prtrteet tbe dqteted banks iwtbtg tb» iwoper aeaaoa and appears laadeqnate

even If ^nged to aunaMr. In faet, tbere Is dmM wbetber a season abort enovgk to aDow the

reasris and asbawaea a bwAieas in any way emttonou -woM be adamitteb. Ttm mmtf, oa

Ow otber band, does not beneOt an adevoate area oatslda Ita oim llmlta. and In not brtedWI to

be Mopeaed. It Is bmee obrioiH tbat anjr measnro mast protect a lan» ana for a aaMetent time

and dartac tba proper season. Tlila wmM be poaslblA emisldertng tba mdlbn <tf tbe flsbery,

only by apptyiag It to potttoas of tbe baidcs alternately, nmklng it adaqaata wBbaM deaM Iqr

coferlas an saasona of tbe year. We cone tbea, logieally. to a eoaaideiattoa «f tbm tleaaia of

large areas for periods of years.*

Tbere are certain general conrideratfcms wblch It wmM sena anart ba bora* la mlad ta

formulating socb regulations. Tbe areas most be so balanced aa to add aad mMract nearly

identical reserves of halibut when dosed or opened. OtbMwiae tbe fleet woald fa* ai^eet altar-

natt'ly to failure of supitly and abundance. Thbi would be tbe more ao, tbe larcMr tteae ucaa
are made, and tbe embarrassment would reach its maxtnram witb a divlsloB bito two altemateiy

rlosed or oiieiieti iirens. Since tbe depletion of tbe hanks is nneqaal. It Is also obTlowi tbat flaed

regnlations suitable for one year might become unsuitable on tbe repienisbment of tbe areaa.

In fact, some flexibility must be given to any regulation applied for tbe preservation of favour-

able conditions In tbe fleet and the trade. A preretiulslte fur the passage of fixed regulations

which would not become dangerous would he ihe |>os.sesslou of data as to the exact location and

extent of the fishery and tbe condition of the banks. It would seem necessary, then, to make a

careful collection and survey of the logs of the fishing-vessels preceding definite regulation.

A tentative outline of legislation for the' regulation of tbe bnlibut flsbery may be made,

taking Into account the aforesaid general considerations.

I. The banks should be divided into districts of such areas as: (1) Those off tbe Oregon

and outer Washington coasts; (2) the coast of British Columbia: (3) between Icy Strait and

Dixon's Entrance; (4) between Icy Strait and Cape Cieare; (5) between Cape Cleare and the

entrance to Bering Se.i : (0) any aabaeqaeaMy dlswwwed barta Mrt pnpertr attadnd to- tta

foregoing. Including Bering Sea.

Areas 1. .\ and 6 are those least depleted; Area 2 has lieen Aowa to be badly cabaaatodi

.Vreas 3 and 4 are presumably also deplete*!, the latter less so.

II. .\reas 2 and 3 could be alternately closed and oipened. 2 cUised for Ave years, then 3 for

tbe next Ave, and so on alternately. .Vreas 1. 4, .'i, and <l could l>e closed at the same time as

either 2 or .1, their closure lieing subject to the discretion of conferees appointed by tlie two

Oofemments ; provided tbat, uulesa otherwise agreed upon by these conferees. Areas 1, 8, and S

woaM be closed tudatbM. and Arena % 4. and & KmA area wo«M ttwa ba doaed flra oat of

erery ten years.

This arrangement wotfd allow saflMaat latitude of time to overcome any differencea In tbe

prodnctire power of the areas, and at tbe same tliae make tbe dosarea aatoUMtle If tbe tIaMa

of their inanguration were not agreed upon. It would also ebviato any taagar of plaolng aay

particular port under a disadvantage.
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