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highcir grounds in algebra, ancd es-
pcîally iii " quaternions." Shie
Nv'rites

So Inoi 1 got exactiy whiat, I wantcd,
and I arn very busy for a fcw hours every
rnloriingy; (lelio-hted to have ani occupa-
tion so, entireiy to my inid. 1 thank
Oxod tlî;t nîy intellect is stili uninipaired.
During, the rest of the day I have recourse
to Shakespeare, Dante, and more modern
liglit reaidin- g, besides the new.spa pers,
%wlliclî always intcrested nie mucli. I
]lave resuiiied rniy habit of wvorking, and
eati couint the threads of a fine canvas
without spectacles. I receive everyone
whio cones to sec Ile, and ofteîî have the
pleasure of a visit fromi old friends very
unexpectcdly.

The next ycar slie -vrites

1 amn now, iii niy ninety-second year
(1872), stili able to di-ive out for several
!tours. 1 arn stili able to read books on
the higuher algebra for four or five hiours
in the xniorning, and even to solve the
probiems. Sonietimes 1 find theni diffi-
cuit, but niy old obstinacy renmains, for
if I do flot succeed to-day, 1 attack thern.
agyaîn on tlie niorroiv. I aiso enjoy
reading about ail the new discoveries
and theories iii the scientifie world and
on ail branches of science.

lier last record, in lier last vear,
is worthiy of lier whiole life

Thougli far advanced iii yemîrs, 1 take
as ]iveiy an interest as evem- in passing
evexîts. The Bluie Peter ]las beexi lone
fiying at miy forernast, and noîv that I
arn in mny inety-second year 1 rnust soon
expeet the signal for sailing. It is a
solemin voyage, but it does not disturb
mly tmanquillity. Deepiy sensible of my
utter unworthiness, and profoundly grate-
fui for tlie innuinerable blessings 1 hamve
received, I trust in the infinite nîmercy of
rny almiity Creator. I have every
reasoli to, be thankful that iny intellect
is stili uniimpmired ; and aithougli nîy
strength is weak-ness, ny daugliters sup-
port my totteringr steps, and, by incessant
care and help, niake the infirnîlties of
age O l igîýt te mie that I amn perfectiy
happy.

Labour liad becoine a luxury to
lier, as it <loes to ail faithful wvork-
ers. Shie kePt it Up to tlie day of
lier deatli, and her death itself was
enviable. " My mnothier," writes

lier datigliter, "<ied in sleep on the
rnori-iing of the 29tli Novenibe-,
I 87:2."

TEhe final testiniony of lier bio-
grapher is tliat bier

Old age, was a thoroughly hîappy one.
Suie ofteiu said that flot evexi in the
joyous spring of life lmad slue beemi more
truly hiappýy. Seremme aund cheem-fui, full
of if e anid activity, and as f ar as lier
physical strngtlm perniitted, slie lîad
none of tue infirmities of age, except
diffieulty in iearing, wvhicli prevented
lier from joining iii general conversation.
Suie lîad always beemi near-sightcd, but
could. read small hirint wîtlî (lie greatest
case witiîeut giasses, even by lamipliglit.
To the last lier intellect renained per-
fectly uinclouded ; lier afflèction for tliose
she loved, and ier- synipathy for ahl
living beings, as fervent as ever ; nor did
lier aident 0desix-e for and belief in tue
ultimate religious and nioral imuprove-
nment of niankind diminish.

She aiways metained lier habit of study;
and thiat pursuit in whlici she lîad at-
tailied. sucli excellence, and îvhichi w as
the mîîost congenial to her-iatieniaties
-deli'l ted and arnused lier te tlie end.
lier last occupations, continuedl te the
actuai day cf lier deatlî, were the revîsion
and couipletion of a treatise wlhich she
lusd written years before, on thc &'Theory
cf Différences " (with diagrauns exquis-
itely drawmî), and the study cf a bock on
Quaternions. Thieughi toc religious to
fear death, she dreaded outiiving lier in-
tellectual powers ; and it wvas wvitlî intense
delig lit that; she pursued lier imtricate
caleulatiomis after lier ninetietm anid
nitiety-first years, aud. mepeatediy told
me liow slie rejoice(l te lind timat site
liad the sanie readiuess and fac-ility in
conîprehiending and developing these ex-
tremely difficuit formuke îvhii shie pos-
sessed wlien young.

Often, aise, she said liow grateful she
was te tue Ahinighty Patmer wlio had
allowed lier te retain hier faculties un-
impaiî-ed (o se great an age. God ivas,
indeed, lcving and iuerciful to lier ; net
oniy did Hie spare lier this calainity, but
aise tlue îveary trial of Ion, centinued
illness. In lîealtli cf body aud vigeur cf
mmnd, having lived far beyond the usual
spami cf lîumîan life, Hie called hier te
Himself. Fer lier, death lost ail its
terrors. lier pure spirit passed away se
gently (liat those areund hler scarceiy
perceived when slie loft thern. It wvas
the beautiful and painless close of a
noble and a happy life.


