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NILLERS IN< CONVENTION.
Tira conv'ention of the 11illers' National

Association, of tho United Statts, latoly
hield nt Buffl'ao, N. Y., formn d anae of
the iost important commercial gather-
ings o! reeent date. Front a milices
standpoint~ it is said ta havfe been ta lar.
"est and xnost important 'meeting over
hield in Amierica. Many questions wvcre
discussed wvhich are of interest nt oniy
tornillers te world over, buttoall business
mn. There are fev industries in wvhich
comupétition lias become more keen than
iiillin-. Flour tnillingr is bei ng reduced
ta a science, and tite nîiller wvho would
succeed, nîust understand Itis business.
'Dlic days o! large prolits and crude nîilling
have passed atvay. Every possibiiity in
the direction o! econoinical nîilling is
rapidly being taking advantage af in titis
great industry, in order ta keep up with
the procession, and systenmatie and econoni-
ical nmilling means as a rule high
class milling. 'flice acting cliairman re-
ftrred in his opening address at tira cati-
ventian, ta a notv enemy Nwith wvhich the
mnillers would have ta contend, and which
would ho the chie! inatter for consider-
ation. Titis naw enemy is dcscrimcd as
followvs: "'Large output, quick safes,
keen competition, and smnall profits." The
chairmai: intinmated that while bread was
the grreat nccessity in every condition o!
life, yct it wvas becomiimg a grave question
ta nîillers wvhcther thcy wvould have
bread for their oivn fantilies. In the
great race for supreaay, anc lhundred
b-rr£i mis have been succeeded by anc
thousand barrel nihls, and these again
have been doubled. As tite output in-
craased, the profits have becorne smaller,
and now the questi--n wvith millers is.
How ta maintain tîmeir position? Though
thora is no industry in wvhich thie require.
ments; o! the country eau bo more accur-
ately gauged than in flour milling, yet
the iaws o! supply and demand have been
ruthlessly negiccted, The ditticulties
wvhich ceii!ront the umillers, are therefore
of a seriaus nature.

The report cf a committee appointed
to prepare papers on the foreign and do-
mestic trade, with the abject cf correcting
abuses in bath, wvas read before the con-
vention. The first feature deait with in
ta report wvas as ta the cause of milline

!rcquontly beiii3 unprofitabl. Tho
stereatyi cd atiswo-r-cf over-prodîtetiont thoc
cammnittee did not tlink satisfactory. Al
tIra flour ,nanufacturad, it Nvas pointed
out, is consumed anaà this is incoubisteît,
witit the theaoy of over.productiom. Thto
coitntnitto wareocf tIra opinait that tIra
stniulus givon ta ulling by tho intr-
duction cf improved umethods, and the
bettor profits realized by millers wvho liad
firat ndapted thaso imipravemients, liad ne
doubt led ta an excessive extension cf thc
miihing capacity cf the country. 0f late,
however, !ewer milîs have beeh built and
increasing consumptian hiad overtaketn
production. Tihis view cf the case, in
connection Nvith the increasing export
trade, had led tîto ent mittee ta canclude
tint over-competition, ratlier titan over-
production, wvas the causa o! se mucli un-
profitable inilling. Says tîme report- "The
itill that never stops and neyer piles up
any flan rawaiting a betterdcniand, is Nvhat
farces u«profitable prices for itsclf and
for every ather mill ivithin tite influence
o! sucît competition." The custoin of for-
citng fleur upon crowded manrkcts was con-
denined, and should give place ta a sys-
tem of aiilowing buyeris ta sanie extent ta
seek the producer. This may bc ail very
right in theory, but in an industry a!
such 'vide distribution as iiiling, wvith,
conipetition from nmany different coun-
trias, the idea of wvaiting for purchasers
will hardly ha found ta work. A coin-
bination ntight bce formad ta secure less
cotupetition iii the doînestie trade, but it
could net be mado to work in connection
with the expoit trade. If the United
States xvere tliq only llour-exporting coun-
try, it wvould be very wvell. ta talk of male-
in- huyers seek tlte millers, but as matters
non- stand, the idua is appareîitly imprac-
ticable.TUndoubtedly,however, the custoni
o! forcing flour upon ovcrloaded mnarkets,
hias been carried tee far, as is seaýn ini the
case of consigning fleur ta British m>ar-
kets. But if, titis is not a feature of
ovar-production, it is difficuit, ta sc what
aise it is. Indeed, the over-conîpetition
described by the committee, would sem
to ho an out-rowth o! over-production,
and the itint that inillers shouid. close
dawn theirý milîs, and pile up their flour
ta an-ait an advanco in prices, wouid
point clearly ta over-production.

Tira remarks tmade in tîte report o! the
coimittee with rafarence ta the credit
systeni, wiil appiy ta nearly ail lines o!
business. The gro-tît a! the credit sys-
tamn in haudling flour, hias beau steadiiy

iiceaiiig, niotwitlhstanidin)g timat iiiillers
arc obliged ta pay cash for titeir ina'terial
and labor, and credit is now tho ruio,
cash tira exception. Buyers who coulà
uot borrow a dollar iii cash fromn tho sel-
ler, are givoni goods ait tinie, and titis is
donc on such close prices as lîûrdly t, ire-
turn a fair raté of interp-st.. Regarding
the practico of niaking consignnmentq, the
conimtittee says.

"Sniyour flou! front the mili or warchouso
direct to bayera at flxed prico, or kccp it uti*l
bu)tyers arc found. Tite pructice filla ap your
flour jnai kots, ptittiing the product directly un-
der buycr's controI, where it usitaliy rernailia
unsalabie until pricca have gone ownav to the

,bottrni, anti yau arc glad to gct out, oven on
those ternisi. It also deplotes your liomo auip-
plies of whecat, forcing up prices, andi la a coin *
riete double.ended club, whacking you 01n the

The committee conciuded by advising
the formation of associations in the
diffèrent stait4-s, and these ta formi a na-
titisal association, the membership fée in
the latter to bc 85 per annurn for milis of
100 barreis or lese capacity, and $5 addi-
tional for eacli additional 100 barrais capa.
city. One vote 'would bra given for eath
*5.

A lengthy discussion followed the report
of the comniittae, %vliceh was concluded by
the passing of a series of re-solutions. The
convention did not fail in wvith the idea
that there is ne over-prôduction, andi
passed a resolution in the direction of at-
temptin gant orgenized effor4. ta lirit pro.
duction, under the directioni of tha .msocta-
tion. An effort wvill bc mado ta obtain an
agreement, represanting thrco fourths of
the m'illing capacity of cach statef ta ait
arrangement te put tire contrai oif flour
production in the bands of the associa
tion.* No attempt NvilI be mnade ta regu-
late pricas, but oniy ta contrai production.
The last resolution passed by the con yen-
tion, was ane in favar of the remaovai of the
duty upon wheat. This will bo of specitti
interest to, Manitoba, and wvill bc favor.
ably received. itere.

TUE PROÏIBCIKt ELECTIOU.
It is u'ith a feeling of 'relief, thitt

patriotie aad non.partizan Manitobans
look forward ta the eleventh of this
month, as the day whieh will settie tic
pres3nt palitical contest. To such people
a contast, in wvhich two parties, borro\'-
ing their principles or aliegced principles
froni castarn party bigotry and rancor
mutualiy abuse cnacli other, is at no titile
entertaining or oven amusing, and nov
just after thé efforts of a united people
have secured set tuch for the province", a


