THE COMMERCIAL.

639

EASTERN MARKETS.

CHICAGO.

The past week in the wheat market heve has
been one of more than usual activity, us com-
pared with che stagnation which has existed
for some time. The contendiog elements have
heen more evenly balanced than for me- -a
week, and iustead of u gradually falling ... ..
Let, the past week has been characterized by
several sharp spurts,  This has occasioned con-
siderable excitemcnt ou some days and awak-
ened new interests in the situation. However,
theredid not seem to be much stabllity about the
ma.ket, and the least turn in the tide was gen-
agally sufiicient to send nricea back to the start,
after an advance had leen scoied. This was
owing to the very nervous feeling, and the un-
certainly ae to the probable course of the mar-
ket. The bulls, however, were outin greater
force, and seemed to display more thau usual
confidence. It was ulso evident that genuine
buying was goiug on on a larger scale than for
some weeks, and a larger decrease in the visikle
supply was tsedas a strong bull argument,
indicating the commencement of a better export
movement. J'ke decrease in the visible supply
in the United States and Canada, for the week
ending Ayril 17, was 1,862,745 bushels. The
amount of wheat on passage show~d au increase
of necarly 2,000,000 bushels. Corn acd oats
have moved steadily and moderately, prices
sometimes changing in sympathy with wheat.
In provisions the week has beco a dull one.
Very little trading has been done in pork aud
prices have continuced iv a depressed coudition.

On Monday tradiog was active in wheat Lut,
the feeling was nervous, and the market seemed
to be lacking in tone and stabilicy.  Liverpool
cables came 1n stroag at the opening and prices
started Jc higher than the close on Saturday.
News of a war-like situation in Eastern Europe
also had some influence upou the market. Lhe
advance soon brought out lavge offerings, which
had a.quicting effect upon the market. Added
to this weie fears of more railvoad difficulties,
and finc weather in the west and aorthwest.
These combined to produce a weakening effect
upon the watket and prices fell away fully 1c
At tuis juncture a report from New York stated
that 370,000 bushels represented the cleavings
from that port un Saturday, aud buying co-
menced actively again, prices advancing ie.
This chauge was of short duration and prices
soon settled back Ze, closing §c under Saturday.
The cora mathet was firm, and considerable
trading done at a fructivn higher, prices stand-
ing the same as Saturday at the close. Fair
trading was dunc in oats at steady prices.
Provisions were rather quiet. Pork was firmer
at the opening, but later prices went back t
the commencement.  Closing prices were:

April. Moy

Wheat .. . 0.7 798
Corn .. . . 33  373-d
Oats .. .. .. . o83 o033
Pork .. .. .. . 9.15:20 9.15-179
Lerd .. . . 5.90 5.90

Op Tuesduy wiicat opened about e higher,
with June ut §1{c and. soon declined 3c. The

derlino brought forward good buying orders,
and as tho offerings grew smaller prices became
firmer, going up to the opening. Cables re-
ported steady foreign martets, but were not
selicd ov to any extent.  Foreign selling ovders
were displayed freely and kad a quicting influ-
ence upon the market. Corn was fairly active
in a speculative way, without special features,
Oats were uuchanged. Provisions were dull

and casier,  Closing prices were :

Apiil.  May.
Wheat .. $0.79 £0.80
Corn 368 373
QOats 283 207
Pork 9.12)  9.12)
Lard 5.90 5.90

Wheat opened stronger on Wednesday and
about e higher than the close of the provious
day, advancing a tsifle above the opening figure,
The market then eased off and sold down slowly
cbout fe.  Telegrams announcing a more serious
sitcation in Europe over the Grecian affait com-
menced to come in later on, and scalpers begao
buying eagerly. May advanced 1§c and June
advanced to 83c. Trading on the upward scale
was heavy, Agents for New York hoases were
hezvy buyers, and other dom.cstic mavkats were
gencrally strong. Corn advanced jc in sym-
pathy with wheat but settled back before the
cloje.  Oats were also more active, hutina less
degtee thun corr.  Pork was weak owing to
heavy receipts of hogs and prices broke to §8.95
for May, recovering something before the close.
In the afternoon wheat was again «trong and
higher, closing at the top. May advanced §c
and June fc to §23-83c. Corn and provisions
were also slightly higher. Closing prices were :

April. May.

Wieat .. $9.50% $§0.813
Corn 363 38}
Qats 293 304
Pork 9.05 9.05
Lard .. 5.90 5.90

On Thursday there was a fair'y sctive busi-
pess in the wheat market, bat the feeling was
nervous and prices irregular.  Fluctuations,
however, were not great, and confined withina
range of about le. Cubles ceported firmer
British markets, and Awerican sgring was
quoted Gd to Is higher, but nevertheless the
feeling here was generally weak.  The market
opened lower, May selling at $0fc, ard advanc.
ing to S0ic. News of the increasing range of
the strike had a depressing effect and prices
receded to 79ic for May. Oa a denialof a
porcon of the mews regarding the striltes, a
portion of the loss was recovered. Corn was
oaly iu moderate trading 1equest, and closed
casier. Oats steady andficm.  Provisions were
ueglecied aud a shade lower. Closing prices
were::

April.  May.
\Vheat .. . .. .. 79 S0}
Corn 36% 378
Oats 294 303
Pork S.97%  9.00
Lard 5.90 5.90

On Friday therc was no scasion of the board
owing to the day being Good Friday.

Oo Saturday the wheat market was quicter
and easicr, with prices closing lower and at the

bottom figures for the day. Sales of June were
made at fiom 81§ to §2¢c, closing at the bottom.
Pork and lurd were quict, and without material
change in prices,  Jane pork closed at 80,073
to £0.124, and June lard at $3.9234 to §5.95.
Closing quotations were:

April.  May.
Wheat .. $0.79 793
Corn .. . . . - —
Qats .. .. . . - —
Porvl: 8.95  9.02%
Lava 5.40 5.90
TORONTO.
STOCKS,

The stock warket has experienced arother
puict week and transactions have been ona
limited scale. In leading bank stocks there
has been but slight changes in quotations,
Dominion alone showing a variaticn of over a
fraction, Northwest Land sotd at 724caad 72§c.
C.D.R. stocks were offered at 643c, with 63c
highest bid on Weduesday. Closing bids on
Weduesday's April 14th and 2lst, were as
follows :

April M4, April 21,

Montreal . 208§ 2083
Ontario 115 1156
Toronto .. 198 198

Merchants® .. | RY 123}
Commerce 1214 121

Imperial 1343 1344

Federal m 1113
Domivion .. .- 213 210
Standard 1234 123
Hamilton 136 135
Northwest Land 693 723

C.P.R. Bonds . 104 1043
do Stocks .. .. 66 63

GRAIN AND PROVISIONS,

Tho grain market heve has yet shown no
signs of shaking off the lethargy which bas pre-
vailed for so many weeks. The quict feeling
aas coatinued anabated, both in the amount of
offerings and in the disinclization to purchase
during the unsettled condition of other markets,
The grain now in storo will probably be held
for the lower freight vates to come in force on
May 1. The opeiring of pavigation o1 the
lakes has led to the slngnent of a considerable
quantity of barley to U. S. ports, but has had
vo cficct on other grains.

WILEAT.

Notwithstanding the general dulncss of the
situation, values have heen well maintaiged,
Offerings have continuned very light, and owing
Lo this stocks have not materizlly increased,
It is thonght thata demand for leeal milling
purposes must soon set in {0 such an extent as
will visibly cffect the market. No. 2 red sold
at S4c¢, No. 2 spring also brought S4c.

FLOTUR.

Very little flour has changed hands during
the week, and hardly enough vpon which to
base quotations. Sales were made oa o basis of
€3.65 for superior extra, and 83.35 for axtra.

VATS.

Offeriugs bave come to hand more libeially,
imt prices have held steady. Prices have
ranged at foom 353c to 36c. Maonitoba oats
have been offered at 40c.

RARLEY,

The movemert has aboat ceased in this grain
and the scason for haricy is now considered
over. Somc Manitoba, slightly belter than No.
3sold at 58c. No sales in other grades,



