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DEN VER PAPERS AND DEPARTNENT STORES.AN extraordinary contest lias started lin thiscity, says a Decnver,
Colorado, telegrani of Jan. 13, witlî ail the daily papers on

une side and fouricen of the largest dry goods and clothing
deparimental stores on tlie otiier. No advcrtisemnîis of any
kind of tliese firins appeared in yesterday's papers and formai
notice lias beenî given thit none %vill ajipear until the papers
accede 10 Ille denards of the mrercliants. Last week the busi-
ness nmanagers of the dailies were iîîfornicd that the deparîmient
store combination hiad aibitrarily decided that advertisiiîg rates
rnust be reduced about z0 lier cent. The irnis deciined t0
enter mbt tlie discussion of the justice of the demand, simply
stating that they lîad given ilicir ultimatum. They control about
5a per cent. of t1ie city advertising and believed that the papers
rnust subini to tlîeir dictation. notwitlîstanding that advertising
rates iii Denver are lower tlîan in any allier city of the saile size
in the couîîtrY. 'l'le niewspapers replied that concessions to the
autocratic order was îlot only impossible for businîess ruasons,
but %vould destroy the inîdependence of the press. Thei first
reulh of the contest is the passage of a resolution by the trades

assembly calling on the city council to impose a lîeavy license
on1 departniental stores and %varning ail niemibers of Ille labor
unions agaitist tlîem.

l'lie snîaller niercliants are taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity to increase ilieir advertising. In Denver, as iii oxher
cies, tie d(-p)artniental stores haie been craishing the smialler
stores, and the latter are exceedingly giad of the chanc to cut

mbt the business of their larger rivais.

[This, if truc, is a very extraordinary statu of afrairs. li
the large, Caniadian cities the departnient stores are steadily
expanding. As tîey are usuaily more enterprising in advertis-
inîg tlian sinaller stores, the daily papers view this expansion
with perfect equanimity. l'eîcomplaints are made by the
snialler stores ilhat departrmental establishments are crowding
Ilium out of existence and legisiation is demanded. the daily
piliers usually take the severely economic ground that concent-
tration of trade is a natural evolution arîd nothing cati prevent
i. In Toronto the nierchants witlî sinall capital have been
wvecded out to a great extelît. he bulk of tliose whio remain
aire not idiçîîisters. rhe daily paliers look, thercrore, ta thie
tlîec departnîcnt stores-Simpson, E.aton and Murray-and
get good ptices. If ttnyiliig sinullar t0 w~hat is report,.u firm
Denrver should occur in Toronto thcre would resuit a situation
dtecidedly interestinig.-C.J

ENGLISH LIBEL SIJITS.

Threc libel actions against nes>îcswcre lried before
Lord Russell of Killowciî, the other day, says anl Inglisli piper,
ail of Ilienm, as lie exiltessivelY put il, trumpery actions. But
tlicy 'vere of a icnîd it those who conîduct ricwspapers have
learnied t0 dread. And for this simple reasori, that nio matter
hlow trivial dit: grievanice, judgcs, lin days voile by, forgettiig
that eîcry mari is assunied ta bc innocent until lie is proved ta
lie gutlty, approachud thtsc casus %vitl a previous conviction that
îîewsp.apea'is -ire -tlv.-ys ii tlie wrorîg. Thîis fra nie of mmnd cri-
couriged nîany a pettilogging attorney t0 bring actions at a1
voiture. Ilowever sienide:r fiegrouiifis, mosti nîespa,-pers could
be ccîurîtud on to compotind, for it is clieaper to setule tlî.-u to
fngit, -and cven to Zvin; And sa a splendid licld for virtual blick-

mail was created. Now, we are grateful to Lord Russell, not
for any ncw decision iii the cornmon lav, but for a masterly
vindication of common sense. H-e lias put the matter, once
and for ail, on a rational basie ; and fils %vords will carry the
greaîcr weighit becauise In the particular cases that camle before
1dmi yesterday no suspicion of a discreditable motive could
attach cither to the pl.-liiniffs or their advisers. Hure are his
%words to the jury after the cases wcre over :"There is no
more valuable remcdy for the protectioif of the characters of
lirivate and public persoc~r than thec )aw of libeL, and there is tic
remcdy more susceptible of abuse, and I arn very glad to sec
that juries are rcady and able to discriminate between trumpery
and real cases."

A >L4NDSOME CALENDAR.

Ini calendars, Buntin, Gillies & Co., Hamnilton, have again
gone in for an artistic figure in vcry fine contrastcd colorings.
Their '0> calendar lias Robin Hood blowing fils horn in bis
Lincoln green habit and other accoutrements of the famous out-.
law. The Royal Arms and the Union jack draped are thicback
gr&,und. The whole thing is handsomne and- unique. The firm
have a good supply for ail who %vish to get one. Drop a post
card.

IJSING A 614S ENGINE.

The W'indsor Record lias added an Olin gas engîne to is
plant, purchased flomi Toronto Type Forindry. Thî!se engines
are just thle thing for printing offices, as they cati be run by
natural or manulactured gas or gisoline, and are both simple

and economical.
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