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THY CATHOLIC REGISTER.

T11E PRIESTH00D,

The Appointed Guardians of
Eternal Truth.

AN ADDRESS BY BISHOP KEANE,

At the jubileo celebrations in honor
of Archbishop Willinms of Boston,
Bishop Keane of Washington Uni-
vergity spoko as follows :

U,wonderful thought,the everlasting.
ness of God amid all transient things,
the unchangingness of God amid all
changeful things !—thought which
hushes the soul in adoring awe;
thought which fills the soul with un.
carthly peaco; thought, tos, in the
study of which we will best come to a
vight appreciation of that priesthood
which 18 the central object of our at-
tention this day.

Amid all changeful things God is
unchanging. e is unchanging be-
cause He ig infinite. We and all
things else are changeful because we
are infinite. The Infinite is unchang-
ing because He is the totality of per-
fection and, therefore, can be neither
more nor less nor other than He is.
All human things, all finite things
change, because their perfection is
limited, and so in their aspiration they
mount to higher, or in their weakness
they fall to lower, and, in the un.
ceasing onward flow of contingent
things, themselves and their environ-
ment change unceasingly.

There iz a marvellous beauty in
the changefulness. The myriad phases
of being, the myriad shades and de-
grees of perfection, which come and
go and sparkle forth beneath tho
Creator’s hand, are worderful to con.
template and show forth amazingly
the inexhaustibleness of the creative
wisdom. The spectacle fills the heart
of the Psalmist with wonder and
exultation, and be calls npon ¢ all the
works of the Lord to bless the Lord,
to praise and exalt um forever.” It
thnlls every sensitive and rightly
tuned heart with the overwhelming
gense of tho harmonies of exisience.
It bas called forth nearly all the
utterances of gweetness and sublimity
which bave charmed the generations
of men.

But this truth has its other side,
which is equally true. The changeful
is limited and evanescent. Its charm
is transient like iteelf. Its beauty
withers; it swectness cloys; its smile
vanishes and turns to gloom. Every
radiant spring-time is gliding on into
autumnn and winter. The change and
the whirl wears us out. All thesweet
and good that 1s in it does not fill the
heart, does not give peace. God only
gives peace, because He has no need
to change. And so, amid all the
wonders of the great world, which he
has made s0 beautifui, so glorious,but
so changeful, we rejoice to hear the
Apostle say :* ¢ Every good gift is
from above, coming down from the
Father of Light, to whom there is no
change, and no shadow of alteration.”

O then, tow sweet to leok beyond
this span of life, beyond even this
Golden Jubilee of fifty years, with ali
the blessings that have filled each
month and day, but must end at last,
up Yo the blessed God and to our eter-
nity in Him, which is peace and rest
unfailing because it is the fulness,
perfect and unchanging of all goodness
and beauty and perfection.

And now what God and His cternity
is amid the changefulness of life and
of the universe, such is the priesthood
amid all things else that makes up
the spiritval universe which we call
Religion and Church. That winch
creates that universe and orders and
harmonizes and vivifies it, is tho
mystery of the Incarnation, the stu-
pendous fact of the Word made flesh,
the fact of that wondrous individua.

humanity in which tho fulness of the
Qodhead dwolloth bodily” in order
that *from lis fulness we may ro-
coivo.” That Divine Humanity is tho
contro of all the plan of God. It is
* tho one mediator between God and
man.” Toward it all things human
gravitato; around it all things huwan
circle, ag tho planets round the sun.
Nay, far moro than that, in its adorablo
privilego all things human are meant
to be united and incorporated; through
it, says tho Apostle, wo are * made
partakers of the Divine mnature.”
Itself uncbanging with the unchang-
ingness of God, because of its Divine
porfection, fthe grace of that Divine
Humamty knows how to sweetly con-
form itself toall tho myriad necessities
of everchangeful wnankind, and to
assimiiate to itself the myriad types
and characteristics of perfection of
which sanctified buman nature is
capable. .

This relation of the Incarnate Son
of God to all human beings, to all
buman conditions, delivering them
from all evil,lifting them up to all good,
advancing thew iu perfeotion—tlis is
tho pricsthiood of Jesus Clrist. His
priesthood includes both His sacrifice
for the redemption of the world from
sin, and His dispensing of the graco
of His Incarnation for the sanctifica-
tion of souls and their union with
God. The ministry of this priesthood
He carries on in all ages and in overy
part of the world, through the Apos.
tolic Priesthood of the New Law,
through those to whom He hath said :
** As the Father hath sent Me, so do
1 gend you,” and through their legiti-
mate successors in all ages: * Behold
I am with you all days even to the
end of the world.” Their ministry
He declares to be tho carrying on of
His mmistry, their priesthood is a
participation in His own priesthood.

Theo priesthood is, therofore not in
any sense 8 human thing, It does
not consist m any human good-
nes3, or buman ability, or buman
qualities of any kind. All human
qualities, how perfect soever they may
be are only, as St. Paul expresses it,
* Tho carthen vess2] containing the
heavenly treasure.” The priesthood
18 the very priesthood of Jesus Christ,
residing 1 and acting through human
agents. Poor human beings though
we are, wo are priests with the very
priesthood of the Son of God. The
priesthood i3 Divine. The foundation
of its human transmission is in the
Apostles of our Lord ; and the Bishops,
who hold the order and office of tho
Apostles, have like them, the priest-
bood in its fulness. 1In the Apostolic
Body itself, the centre of unity, and
the centre also of the priestly mimstry,
18 in St. Peter ; hence in the body of
Bishops the centre of the priesthood,
the centre of order and jurisdiction, is
in the chief bishops, the successors of
St. Peter. From the Apostolic Body
the pricsthood is communicated in
fitting degrees, to thoee whom, as
authorized by our Lord, they associate
with thew in the holy ministry. Thus
the priesthood of Jezus Christ, of the
bishiops, anad of the priests, is one and
the same priesthood, communicated
and held in different degrees accord-
ing to place and share which cach
holds in the munistry of salvation.
Alwaya and eveywhere it ia the self-
same: * Jesus Christ yesterday and
today, and the same forever.” All
things else change but it changes
never. Types of character ; types of
holiness, change and differ, ‘as star
differeth from star in glory.” The
whole external physiognomy of the
Church may be modificd, a8 circum-
stances of the time and place vary,
for in all external things, the Church
knows how to make harself «all
things to all men in order to win all to
God”; but the priesthood is as un-
changing as the Son of God Himself,

1t is His own presence and activn
in the spiritual universe, adapting it-
self to the countless varying needs of
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Word made fleshh has to do; with all

Humanity responds to tho action of ! three His Apostolic priesthood, the

that divine priesthood with all its | acticn of His Churoh forever, has to

myriad forms and degrees of Christran

goodness, Christian bholiness, Chris-
tian perfection. Prayer ascends from
numberless hearts and tongues in
every variety of homage, of supplica.
tion, of simple. worship or stately
liturgy ; and the centre of it all is the
unchanging divine sacrifice, tho*'clean
oblation™ of the Immaculate Lamb,
offered up by the ministry of the priest-
hood “ from the rising of the sun to
the going down thereof," and making
* tho name of the Lord great among
all Gentiles.”

Brave, privileged souls breathe farth
to God vows of special consecration,
vows by which they pledge themselves
10 aspire to perfection through the
voluntary practice of poverty, chastity
and obedience ; and, aceording to their
measure of grace and of fidelity, they
live in the observance of the Evangel-
ical Counsel, and thus weave, thread
by thread, day by day. the nuptial
garment which they are to wear at
the espousals of the Lamb., It is
their response to the grace disponsed
by tho priesthood, thair endeavor to
lead lives worthy of that incorporation
in the mystery of the Incarnation
wbich is the whole meanizg and pur-
pose of the priesthood. It is the
noble effort of willing hearts and
generous souls, exclaiming: ** What
shall we render to the Lord for all
that He hath rendered unto us 2" and
making such return as human crea-
tures can for the wondrous gift of God
bestowed mm and through the priest-
hood. Gladly would they make that
return more worthy if thoy could;
but well do they know that at best
it is only the human offered in return
for the Divine. Well they know that
the priesthood is the gift of God to
men, while their vows are the gift of
men to God; that the priesthood is
the consccration of the Eternal High
Priest Himself participated in by those
who ‘“arc called by God as Aaron
was,” while their vows are the finite
consecration of human hearts offering
their littlo best to their Creator ; that
the obligation to perfection imposed
by being a partaker in the all-holy
priesthood of the Son of God, is far
more sublime and far more binding
than any such obligation imposed by
human resolutions and promises and
oaths. And yet they know it is the
best return that poor little man ean
make to God for gifts Divine, and
Mother Church rejoices to see her
children, men and women, offering to
God the sweol ncense of their vuws
and encircling with the endlessly var-
iegated awcetness and beauty of their
human consecration the great, un-
changing, central majesty of the Di-
vine consecration of the priesthood.

The fulness of truth is thé under-
standing both of the Infinite ard of
tho finite. It8 three reslms are God

do. Tboy who would divide thc 1o
, main of truth, and sssign the spintual

to the Church, the material to the
{ world, are one-sided, mistaken, are
extremists of some sort. The Mani-
cheans of old thus divided things, and
assigned the spiritual o God and the
Church, the material {0 the world and
the devil. Some modern Manicheans
would assign the catechism to tbe
Church and all other learning to the
world. But this not only wornlly
pernicious ; it is intellectually illogical
and false. Truth i3 a harmonious
organic whole. It is scen rightly
only when it is seen in its logical
onity. Every young mind should be
trained to read the simple elements
in the threo volumes of God and msn
and nature, and should bo taught that
the three ato volumes of one work
And as the young mind develops, it
shouid be taught to read deeper and
decper in all three. And elite minds,
which reccive fullest culture and attain
highest development, should above all
recognize the barmonious unity of
the three ; else they are one-sided and
puzzled in their endeavor to know
the reality acd maaning of things:
and, being blind themaalvag, they i'o
come leaders of the blind, and many,
many “ fall into the pit.”

All thero is 0a earth cannot im joy of
a single soul. All ita glory and salvation
consist in sufferings and tribalatioar.—St.
Mechtilde, 9.S.B.

Rocking cradles for baby were used by
ths Egyptians many centuries before the
Christian era. The human race, in fact,
may be said to be founded on a rock.

TORONTO POSTAL_SUIDE—Daring
the month of June, 1535, mails
close and are due as follows ;

CLosx. Dce.

am. p.m. am. p.m
R. East...... .30 745 7.25 9.40
Q. Railway...7.45
R. West.....

G. W.R..oo-.oo{

am. p.m, am. p.m
6.30 12.00n 8.35 545

U.S.N.Yeeeras 4.00 &zsspmlo.so
9.

6.30 12noon  8.35 5.45

U.S.West'nStates 3.% 8.30

Eaglish meils close on Mondays and Thursdays st
9.30 pom., cn Wednesdays at noon, and on Satuniays
at 715 pm. Supplemcntal malls o Mondays and
Thursdays close oocasionally on Tuesdays sod Y-
days at 12 noon, The following ars
English r2alls for the month of Juno : 1,3,¢,5,6
7,8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, D,
26,27, 28,9

N.B~Thurearebranch tofices Ineve
partofthe city. Residenis of each dintric
should transact thelr Savings Bank ab
money Order busness al the local office
nearoat to thelr residence, taking oare !0
notlfy their 0o, enta O make orders
Ppeyable at such Branch PFostoftios.

T. O. Parrescy, P.M.



