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C-Jf the many improvement!, which the fdence of Navigation h«^

^een continually leceWingin the lapfe of many centuries fince the inven-

tion of the Cpmpafs, perhaps there is nq one, which in i's ordinary oper-

ation on maritime affiirs, embraces a greater ftope qf praElical uttUtyt

thafl the accurate defcription of the marine boundaries of countries by

which the adventurous mariner may ^-ccognrze his cqaft at a diftance
;

fhe foundings and courfe of channels, by the knowledj^e of which he fctsi

the rocl^-bqqpd Ihorc at defiance ; and the afpe^ and properties qf har-

bors, into which he can enter with fecurity, an^ embay himfelf from the

inclemency of the elements, 'f
his remarl^ is fuggcfted with the more con-

lidence, a« its refults from the cqnfideration thj|t the life even of the moft

Ikilful and experienced roavine: ; is more endangered as he approaches the

poaft, however correftly he i; ; bi acc^uaipted with its iqundipgs and

its curvatures, th^n it is, when expofed to th? billows of the temped,

yrhich agitates the roid-ocean. The important aid which the learned

navigator derives from the calculation pf the longitude by lunar obferva-

tion, i? undoubtedly among the moft diftinguilhed benefits of modern

pautical improvement ; and it is a branch pf naval education, with which

the mariners ofour country, have of late years become generally familiar.

When the fpirit of adventure had extended the American commerce be-

ypnd the capes pf cither continent, wliat was before ufeful, bcqwp? thej^


