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Spnin, ornipvinK flio XF. portinnof flio kin^iddin,

iM'lwccn liit."lOO ;io' mid 12° rt\' N.. ami Imij^. (1°

I'l'niid •'1° 21' K, It In oI'ii triniiuiiliir Nlinpr', nnd
liiiH tilt' K. I'yn'rKTH, wliicli Hi'|iiirMl<> it from Fraiifc

oil IhcN.; till* Mcditcrraiicnii iiii tlio K. ; and
Ara^oii, nnd a Minall part of Valencia on tlic \V.

(ircatcxt hnKtliuiidlin-adth, IIMtaiid i:ii) in.; area

al>oia I'J.iriO dq, in., in<-lu<liii^ Aiidorri'. Oflm'tH

from the I'yrcnecN Nprcnd tlifniNi'lvrH tliroii^li th(>

wli(d« ))rov, from N, to S,, forniinfr vallcyn of

larger or Nmalicr extent, like tliom> of Ainpiiridan,

Ilr^el, Aran, and l.erida. Towardx tlie middle of

the prov,, '2!t m, NVV. from Harceiona, in the cele-

lirated MoiitMerrat, 'l/)()(l ft. in height ; and farther

S,, on the KImi, in the Sierra de la Lleiia. The
I'yreneeH are not mo miffed on thiH ax on the

Freiicli Hide, and deHcend grndiiaily townrdn the

Mediterranean. They are modtly Kraiiitie. The
other moiiiitaiiiN of datalonia are in many rextieetH

niinilar. The mountain of Cardona, 17 m. NW.
IV'intnerrat, almoNt in the centre of the prov., Ih a

inaNH of pure rock-Halt, without the leant cre-

or tlHHure, hetween •lU<t and MW <\. liinh, and JJ

., in cir<'. Thin prodi^ioiiH iiiaNH of Halt in unpa-
ralleled in Kiirope, and perhapn in the world. In

almoHt any other country it would he turned to

^^rcat account, and he made tlie mennH of an ex-
tennive trade ; lait here, owiiiK to the hadnoHH of

the roadH and the difliculty of ncccHH, this inex-

liauHtiblc suiirce of wealth io hivt' little known, and
comparatively neglected. (Dillon'M TravclH in

Spain, p. 890.) Near Olot, in thin prov., about hH

m. N. liarcclona, 18 a remarkable diHtrict of extinct

volcanoH, that has been vinitcd and deHcrilwd by
Mr. Lyell. [t containH about 14 diHtinct concH,

witli craterH. The greatent number of perfect

COUCH are close to Olot ; and the level plain on
which the town Htandn has clearlv, according to

Mr. Lyell, been ]irodnccd by the tfowing ilown of

lava from the adjoining hilln. Mont of these vol-

eanoH are as entire as those near Naples, or on the

flanks of Ktna. Some of them contain caverns
called bufadors, from which a current of cold air

blows during summer. There is no record of any
eruption here ; but the town of Olot was nearly
destroyed by an earthquake in 1421. (Principles

of (Jeologj', li. 38, ad. e<l.) The mountains in the

S. of the prov., near the coast, are limestone. On
the Vsi of Cervera gypsum only is met with ; but
more to the W. it gives place to chalk. The coast

is mostly bold and rugged. In the N. is Cape
Creus, the most E. point of Spain, being the ex-
tremity of a rocky peninsula stretching out into

the sea, and separnting the Oulf of Lvons from
that of Kosas, lat. 42° 19' 53" N., long. 'dP 20' IG"

E. The prov, is well watered. One of the afliii-

ents of the Ebro, the Naguera, forms for nearly GO
m. the line of demarcation between it and Aragon.
The Ebro itself enters the prov. at Mequinenza,
and flowing through its most S. portion by Tortosa

and Ainporta, falls into the Mediterranean 15 m.
E. from the latter. The Segre, with its affluents,

unites with the Ebro at Mequinenza. The prin-

cipal rivers, unconnected with the Ebro, are the

Llobegrat and Ter, the one flowing SE., and the

otlier E., to the Mediterranear

.

The Pyrenees furnish iron, onpcr, zinc, and
manganese. There are lead mines in various dis-

tricts. Coal is abundant, but much difficulty has
always been encountered in working it, from the

want of capital and of improved means of comr
municntion. Townsend says, that copper and
silver abound in the valley of Aran, and that

coal, silver, and gold, have all been found in the

vicinity of Lerida. There is abundance of alum
in the valley of Aran ; nitre is produced spon-

taneourfy in the plains of Urgcl, and cathartic

Halts at (Vrvpra. Tlie mountain of mok-siilt at

Cardona has been already noticed. Tlient urn

marblcH, JasptT, and other Htniies iiHcful in arelii-

Ici'tiire and M<tiilpture; ahibaHter, aniethyHtH, to-

pu/.es, nnd coloured roek crvNtiil; (|iiart/, bnryti<i

Hpa, tliior spa, limeHtone, chalk, and gypnum, in all

varieties; aniianthiiH, talc, Meriientine, and clinl-

eedoiiy. There are many mineral waters and hot
Hprings.

Ttie air is dry and unusually bright nnd clear

ill the interior; lint on theeonHt it is variable and
moint; and in Hiininier pestilential dineaHes imt
iinfrequeiitly prevail. The mountains are every-

where covered with snow during the winter, aiid

in the I'yrenecH frequently even in .luiie.

Soil iind y'r«(A/ec.— About half the Hiirfaee is

siiHceptible of cultivation, the rest eoiiHiHting of

rocks, naked barren hills, and woodland. The
niounlain land \n ntoiiy, and full of fragments of

granite; hut the valleyn are mostly fertile. All

Horts of grain are grown, viz. wheat, rye, mai/.e,

barley, uats. and millet. The plains of Ampiiri-

daii are suitable for rice ; but its cultivation is

prohibited, as prejudicial to health. (Mirtano.)

Pulse is produced in all parts. Hemp, llax, snf-

froii, macUler, woad, anise, liciiiorice, and barilla

are also produced. The E. districts yield good
strong wines, which are frequently employed to

give iMxly to the wines of other provs., and are

sometimes exported for that purpose to Cettc, and
thence to Hordeaux. Oranges, lemons, and citrons,

are found on the coast ; flgs and almonds are grown
ill the plain of Tarragona; and apples, pears,

cherries, quinces, medlars, aiiricots, peaches, wal-
nuts, chestnuts, and tillierts, in all the plains.

Oil, though not of the best quality, is produced
in all the warmer ]iarts of the coast district. Silk,

honey, and wax are also produced in considerable

quantities. Timber is plentiful, especially tho

roble-oak, beech, fir, elm, evergreen poplar, cork-

tree, iic. Nuts and cork constitute important arti-

cles of export from the prov., being in this respect

second only to linen and cotton goods and brandy.
Hears antl wolves are sometimes seen in the

Pyrenees. Labordo estimated the produce of wool
at !30,000 (Quintals.

Catalonia is the best cultivated, and the people

the most industrious, of any of the Spanish provs.

This is owing to a variety of causes, but nrinci-

])aUy, perhaps, to its exemption from the nlcavalii

and other oppressive imposts (See Spain), and to

the mode in which lands are occupied. Generally,

throughout Spain, the land is divided into vast

estates, held under a system of strict entail, and
administered by stewards on account of the pro-

prietors. The disastrous influence of this system
IS apparent in the low state of agriculture, and
the ^vretchedness of the peasantry, in most parts

of the monarchy. Hut in Catalonia its influence

is materially niodilied by the landlords having
power, by what is called the emphi/teutic contract,

to lease a portion of their estates. This they may
do for a term of years, either absolute or condi-

tional, for lives or in perpetuity ; always reserving

a quit-rent, as in the English copyhold, with a re-

lief on every succession, a fine on the alienation

of the land, and other seignioral rights dependent
on the custom of the district. The reserved rent

is commonly paid in money ; but the agreement
is often for wine, oil, corn, or poultry. If the

tenant quics before the end of his term (which hu

may do), he loses all claim for improvements, for

which he must otherwise be paid. Persons occu-

pyuig land under this tenure have an obvious in-

terest in its profitable cultivation ; and wherever

it prevails the country is in a comparatively flour-

ishing state.


