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this war as if perforniinu; a pilgrimage, for it was considered i}

jioly war no less by inlidds tlian CliristiMiis. This Orias was o(

.1 politic and cfiifly nature, iind lie suggested to tlic coniman.

(ler of SevilK' a stratagem by whicli liiey might get I'rinee AU
fonso in their power, and comitcl King Fernando to raise the

.;i('ge l)y wny of rMUsom. The counsel of Oriiis was adoptcil,

Mfter a consultation witii the princiiial cavaliers, and mcjisines

taken to carry it into execution ; a Moor was st'ut, therel\)rc,

as if secretly :in<l by steMJlh. to I'rinci' Alfonso, and (jffercil to

put him in i)ossession of two lowers of tlie wall, if lie would
come in person to receive them, wiucii towers once in his pos-

session, it would 1)(> ciisy to overpower tlie city.

I'rinci' Alfonso listened to the envoy with seeming eagerness,

iMit snspceteil some ileccit, and thought it unwise to put his

person in such jcoi)ardy. Lest, however, there should be truth

in his pioposids, a party of chosen cavaliers were sent as if to

take i)(>ssessi()n of the towers, and with them was Don Tero
Nunez de Cluzman, disguised as the prince.

When tlu^y came to the place where the Moors had appointed

to meet tiiein, they Ix'Iield a party of infidels, strongly armed,
who advanced witli sinister looks, and attemi)ted to surround
Don Nunez, but he. being on his guard, |)Ut sjjurs to his horse,

and, bn.'aking tiuougii tlie midst of them, cseaix'd. His com-
panions followed his cxam[)le, all but one, who was struck from
his hors(! and cut to pieces b}' the IMoors.^

Just after this event there :urived a great re-en forcomt>nt to

llie camp from the city of Cordova, bringing [jiovisions and
various nuuiitions of war. Finding his ai'my thus increased,

th( king had a consultation with Admiral IJonil'az, and deter-

mined comi)letely to cut otl" all comnumication between Seville

and Triana, for the Moors still c.'ossed the river occasi.)nally

by fording. When they were about to carry their phui into

ctTect. the crafty Alfarpii Orias crossed to Triana, accon.[ianied

by a number of Cianzules. He was chai'ged with inslruelions

to the garrison, and to concert some mode of reuniting their

forces, or of effecting some blow upon the Christian camp ; for

unless tlu'y could effect a union and co-operation, it would be

impossible to make nnicli longer resistaii 'c.

Scarce had Orias passed, when tlie Christian sentinels gave
iiotiee. I'lion this, a (letaelimenl of the Christian army inune-

tliat<'ly crossed and took |)ossession of tlu' opposite siioie, and
Admiral IJonifaz stationed his llect in the middle of the river.
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