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l)c lastinir in its ofl'orts. Snoh a poaoo should be "made on the basis of resti-

lutiou to (iovrrunicni in cast' ol' iol)l)('iv. For instance—during time of
pcaci^ i< (ht'o nIi'uIh live horses 'lioni a Blacklbot. In 'that case the particu-
lar branch of the Cree nation 4i> wliicli the thief belonged would have to

jiive lip /(•// horses trt iJovernnient, uhi(Ji, would be handed over to

tlie Hiiickli'cl as rcstilutiHU and atonement. The idea of peace on
some siuli undcrstandiiiu' occurred tome in the, Saskatchewan, and I

(]uestioned oi^e of the mosi inliuciitial of the Cree (L:hiefs upon the subject.
His answci' to in(> was thai his band would agree to such a proposal an'U
abide l)y it, but tiiat he could not speak for the other Itands. I would also

' recoimiieiid, lliaf uiediils, .such as th()S(> <j-i\ en Id i!h' ludiair eluel's of Canada
und l.akf' Superior many years ago, be distributed among-the leading men
.of tile riain 'J'rii)es. It is astonishing'' willi wiiat religious veneration these
large silver medals iiave l)een preserved by their owners through all the
vicissitudes of jvar aiul tinu", and with what pride the well polished elFigy

is still p.ointed out. and the words ''King George" shouted 'by the Indian
who has yet a, lirni belief in the present existence of that monarch.
If it should l)e decided tli-at a body ot troops should be despatched to the
West 1 think it very advisal)le tiiat the olfieer in command of such bpdy
shoubl make himsell tlioroULihly avquaiiited with the Plain Tribes, visiting

them at least aimually in .their camps, and conferring w'ith them on points
connected with their interest. T am also of opinion that if theGoA^ernment
estai)lishes itself in tiie Saskatchewan, a third post should be formed after

the lapse of a year at the junction of the Medicine and Red Deer Rivers in
Latitmb- r)^^ IS' North, and L6ngitude 114°- 15' West, about 00 miles
South of lidnuvliton. This position is well within tSe Blackfeet country,
l)ossesses a good soil, excellent timber, ifaul commands the road to Benton.
'fUis post need not be the centre of a settlement, but merely a.. Military,

Customs, MissiM^iry, and Trading establishment. In the Appendix
marked "Gr" will l)P~trrmtd:'membranda regarding the movement of tro6ps,

formation of posts,, length of marches, etc.

Such, Sir, are the views which I have formed upon the whole question
of the 'exist inii- state ol' affairs in th(> Saskatchewan. They result from the
thought rfnaeijjOrience of many long days of travel through alarge portion
of the region to Avhich they have reference. It I were asked from what
point of view I- luive looked upon this question, I Would answer—From that

point which sees a vast country lying, as it were, silently awaiting the ap-

proach of the immense -Wave of human life which rolls unceasingly from
Kurope to America. F-ar off as lie the regions of the Saskatchewan from
the Atlantic sea-board on which that Wave is thtown, remote as are the fer-

tile glades which fringe the Eastern slopes of the Roclcy .Mountains, still

that wave oi' human life is destined to" reach those beautiful soUtudes,

and to corivert the wild luxuriance of their noyr useless vegetation into all

the requirements of civilized existence. And if it be matter-for desire that

across this immense continent, resting upon the two greatest oce^s of the

world, a powerful nation should arise with the strength and the manhood
which niCe and cliniLate and tradition woiild assign to it: A nation which
would look with no evil eye upoii %he old mothfef land from whence it

sprung, a'nation which^ having no bitter memoritjs to recall would have no
idle prejudices to perpetuate; then sui-ely it isVorthy of all toil of hand
and bram, on the part of those w^ho to-<lay rule, that this great link in the

chain ol' such a future nationality should no longer remain undeveloped

—

. a prey to the <onllicts of savage races—at once the garden and the wilder-

uebs of the Central Continent. .

Manitoba, lOth. March, 1871.

W,:^. BUTLER,

Lieutenant, Q9tk Regiment.
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