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which ifionly an expansion of the St. Lawrnnc^;. The ai-ea of this triangle is

14(H) iriqiuire miles or afil'fi s.tnare kilonu>tro<. Its surface is abm^lutflj' level

all over or rather it) only hioken ly tho'nioiintainH of St. Th^r/^se, Ronjroniont

and St. Itiliiire. which are ofsniiill exttnt and .ire only isolated iniissi >, rising

abrujitly from the phiin lik-' air I»ubbles» ni)on the surface of wnter. Mount

St. Ifiluire, tlio largest of theae intrusive masses, is nhi>iit l2(Mt icot or ',\Ctf)

moires. From the Sugar Loaf, as the highest part of this mounttiin is called,

all the surrounding valley can 1)'3 taken in ,it a gl nice from east to west aad

the view is only bounded by the horizon jis at sea. With the nuked ('ye,

the eity of MoJitnal, th^e Victoria bridge, and even Luke Cham])lain, ."»() miles

or about »0 kilonititres distant from St. Hilaii'e, can be <ii.scerned. Tlie magni-

ficent amp (t'(ci I, the fairydike jianoraitia, whieh unrolls itself to the view

from tlie >Himmit of this mountain has v«on for it the name ofBeloeil under

which it is^otlicially designated.

The remai(id«;;r of tiie St. Lawrence valley, that is to say, the strip border-

ing the plain jusi de:Horibe(l, is mo e broken. The region comprised between

the mouth of tlie Ottawa andCajie r<ni mien te, although generally level, some-

times rises by steep gradients Ibrmi.ig terraces froui 2U(> to .'UKJ feet, Gt J to

90 metres, above the level of the river, to winch they run parallel. The
rivers, which traverse this region, come from the mountains and luiiu in their

ilescent innuinevable lalls and raf»ids capable of furuidnrig almost unlimited

motive[)Ower foi industrial purposes. < >n reaching the lower plains, these streams

have hollowed out for themselves deep beds, with steep sides, in thej) luvial

grounds.
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The provhu'C of Quebec ha.s a shore line ofX'2^ miles on the Atlantic. Along

our coasts, this ocean takers dilferent names : from I'Anse-au-Sablon to Point

des-Monts on the north shore to I'Anse-au-Four and ('ai)e Gaspe, on the soutii

't is called the Gulf of St-Lawrence ; the indentation between Cape Gaspeand
Point St. i'eter is designated l>v the name of Gaspe Bay ; from Point St.

Peter to Mackerel Point, it is agjiin the Gulf ot St. Lawrence, and, lastly, from

Point St. Peter to the mouth of the river Kistigouche, it gets the name ot ihe

Bay des Chaleurs.

Properly speaking, the whole province, within its actual limits, is only a

great basin, ^vliose waters flow towards the St. Lawrence. Except the rivers of

the sonth.Tn slope of the plateau ot Gaspe, which empty into the Bay des ';ha-

leurs, and those of the narrow watershed contiguous to tlie fr^nti^r of New
Brunswick an(i t!ie State of Maine, which discharge into the same bay by the
river Ristigouche, and into the Bay of Fundy by the river St. .John, all the other
rivers take their rise in the two mountain chains enclosing the province along
its whole .length and carry their waters into the St. Lawrence, which conveys
thftm to the sea. Tlie St. Lawren(-e is the principal artery of this immense


