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The following day, the 8th, Lord Avonmore re-

quested of me seven men and a foreman, to go with

him up to the Dal cataract to be stationed there, ow-

ing probably, as 1 thought to myself, that Col. Alleyne

considered the Dal the most difficult. 1 pointed out

Peter Canoe as the most experienced boatman I iiad.

and as he does not speak English, James Deer went

as their interpreter. I received orders for myself to

go down with the reft of my men to Gemai. At
Gemai I found twenty -three light boats manned by

Dongolese. Placing a('a[)tain in each boat we started,

but, were disappointed to lind that these men had never

seen a boat nor used an oar. With the help of the usual

north wind we managed to ascend in good time to

hiarras. On the way n.p we had to teach one man to

steer and then go round to each man and teach him to

row. Neither understanding one word of the other's

language this was a terrible task. I had how-

ever, been long enough in contact with English

military discipline by^this time, to know that there

was no backing out We loaded at tSarras and pro-

ceeded up with Lieut. C. E. Orde as Commander of

this convoy, who had an interpreter with him.

Without the latter it would have been impossible to

get along; as it was, some accidents could not be avoid-

ed. Our new commander being an experienced

boatman as well as a good carpenter, and a gentleman

we managed to keep up with the other tieets. To
give an idea of the trouble we had, I need only say

that these Dongolese generally understood just

the contrary of what they were ordered to do. They
would pull hard when asked to stop or stop pulling


