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Banff from D'lnaM, where wo wtayed diiiinK !

the iiixht, c 'titinuiii^ next day our j ii(rni'\

thioiiKii the vall'-y i>f the Columbia river and

the Htill more (litlicult pa-<ri of the Selkiik

ran^e. Imint'dintely alier leaving lUtill" the

road iH iiivolved in idniio-'itie'', H;ip:ireiitl v

iii» xtrkable, of KoryeH atid iire( IpiceK

whicli follow ihe conr^o of the

15, )W rivtr, wiiich we vmcn and recrc ss
|

nuny tiims. We ascend fillowinur an
aeclivity ninri or less rapjil h' cordiiifi to the

nereshiliert of the ^^ronnd. Two powertnl

locomutivec, whie!i drag ih kImwIv alonjr, bt
,

ns iiear at u'lznlir in'.i rvalH tln'ir eadenre I

H'ioit;iit;< wiiiih mak»t m conipr hend the

enoiiniiH f )r('e <d traeiidii neces'Siry to over-

(iitno the diliiciiltien whieii ninltiply at every
j

liirn. (Jliii;fiii>i at lim-H to the Imttre^Hes I

and fifstle work of a viadir.'l of ^'iddy heij^ht
j

that Hpaiis a torrtttit roarii!^ three hiimlred

feet below the tiain, hns|)eiitkd on the lluik

of a mountain and overhnni? by rocks that'

threaten nn by their enorniunx proportion,--

and lanta'-tic shipes, then foliovvint; to tlie

bottom of a vale, tlio traii(pnlli/,ed waterc

of a river that Keems to rest a moment in the

Kilence of an Arcadian t-cene, to risipneKiin

after its tumnltnous course over roi k^ and
precipices, it Kcems as thongh we were

I

dreaming with otir eyes open. We

'

see again in fantastic reality tho-^e

l!iiidHca[)e8 which Dure delighted to in-

vent, and which bin extrai rdinnry ima'^'in-

ation revealed to him without the aid of fa"t.

KoiesfH of pine, cedar and spruce cover everv-
wlii re the 11 inks of the niuunlains, and one
c;itcheK a ulimpso now and then of clear

,

Kjiaces that run clear (lom the summit to ^tie

depths of Ihe valley. Thefe are the KUites

traced by the avalancliert that sweep all be-

f'.'re them in their teriibly destniLtive descent. I

On both sides of the road liso innumerable !

peaks that take the most diverse shapes ; old

cistlesof the middle oges perchctd likeaeries on
inaccessible heights, rocks of proportions as

regular as the pyramids of Kgypt, obelisks ol

many-colored granite, sta'rs carved by nature
as if tor giantn.

And all this in view of the traveller, who,
;

seated in his parlor car, asks himself what
energv, intelligence, perseverance were needed
to corj<iuer all those obstacles that nature
had placed in the way of this Pacilic I

railway which now connects the two
oceans. We keep on ascending slowly,

traversing tunnels, snowsbeds and viaducts
of all forms and sizes. We pass Castle

Mountain, Silver City, hJulen, Ltggan, Sce-

plo'i), ir ctor an<l l''ield, when* we ^-top a few
moments to empty a cup of champagne to

the health ol the president of the company.
Sir George Stephen, in honor ot whom the
(tnlrninatiiig p'int of the II icky mMintains
li'i.s breu named— Monnt Stephen Field Is

situiteil at the foot of that cebbrated peak
wliu h I'ommands thti surrounding mountains,
with its snow coveied crest. It is one of the
most pi("urt'S(iiie spipts on the route, and the

comoany bus there built a hotel as eiegmtlyr

fiiridsheii within as its outer propoitioiH are

a tra- live, and adap'ed to its surroniidings.

We are hi-m on tlit; hiimmit of thti 11 >cky

inouni'iins, and we remark that the waN rs of

IJiNir creek now 11 )W westwar<l to mingle with
tlioxo of th*' Colurnliii whi^h drains the bisjn

formed b.-tween the Uockiep and the Selkirks
to ca>t itself failher south into tlm I'acilic

ocean after cros-ing Washitigton Territfuy.

The descent is ma lo under the same con-
diti>ns of security and with the same variety

ofs(cneiy. It is a veritihie panorama. The
(laikii»!ss which comes o<) suddenly, without
twili^;ht, in the deep valleys that we tra-

versed, surprises us Pefore reaching D >nald,

where we pass the niirht. Next day wo begin

the accent (t the Selkirk rutgi. I) )na!d is

an important cen'.re,whi^h has nitherto drawn
its resources from the iin m-n-'e woiks of con-
struction nec'Hsitated t>y the passage »)f the

roal acr'jss the neiahb trinn m iiititains The
val'ey of tht) Culiimbii, whicfi is said to be
lertilo and lit for cultiva'iin, will pay its

tribute of commuice as soon as there are

settlers in RUtlieit'nt number to develop its

agiicultural resourioi. Next day, at 'J

o'ci'K k, after having visited the rising town,
we get aboard agiiii to (limb m-w mountains
and to aduiire new scenes. We still follow

the course of the little Beaver river which
winds at tlie bottom of riivineH, flowing from
wes; to east to discharge itself into the Colum-
liia. We pa«s, hut withoiit stopping, Six-

mile Creek, 15 -ar creek, iloger's pass, and ar-

rive at the Glacier hotel, where the train

stays for twenty minutes to allow passengers

to have dinner. Lotus say here, e/i y>rt»sa/i/,

that the service of meals, whethei in the

dining cans or in the hotels and refreshment

rooms, is cofiducted to peifeciion over the

whole course of the railway. Everywhere one
(lines as well a< he could do at Montreal or

Toronto. The sleeping cars are dazzingly

luxurious, and the first and second

class cars all that could be de-


