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Canadian lives have been and will continue to be lost for a 
mission that I now believe can achieve no satisfactory conclu­
sion. We must be prepared to give our United Nations force a 
new mandate.

In conclusion I urge the government to continue to study the 
history, the people and the present situation of this area and 
make its decision based on the best interests of Canadians and of 
all those involved.

Hon. Raymond Chan (Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific)): 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to congratu­
late you on your appointment as Deputy Speaker of the House 
and I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your encouragement during my campaign. Without your encour­
agement I would not be here today, Sir.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the people 
of Richmond, my riding, who have looked beyond my ethnicity 
and have elected me as their member of Parliament. In Rich­
mond not only do we talk about multiculturalism, we also 
practise multiculturalism.

The Deputy Speaker: I hate to interrupt you, especially after 
what you have been saying,' but I think yours is more a speech 
than a comment on the speech that was just made. Am I not 
correct?

Mr. Chan: Actually I will be following up with my questions, 
Mr. Speaker.

I can identify with the hon. member about his background. I 
too came to Canada in search of freedom and democracy.

I feel that what is happening in the former Yugoslavia is not 
only a problem of military action.

•(1650)

As the hon. member has said, it is because of the hatred 
between the different ethnic groups there. Even though they 
have been living together for hundreds of years the hatred still 
exists.

It is important for us to preach to the people in that region 
about how Canadians can live together peacefully. It is because 
we have the idea of multiculturalism, that we respect each other 
regardless of our racial backgrounds.

The question I would like to ask the hon. member is: While the 
Reform Party members are visiting that troubled region, would 
they please take the opportunity to preach to the people in that 
region about how beautiful and wonderful multiculturalism is 
and let them understand the very important parts our various 
cultures play in Canada.

Mr. Kerpan: Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned in my address, 
certainly that is one of the problems. This conflict is not 
something new. It has been going on for many years, in fact, for 
more than one century. That has always been the problem. From

I would now like to give a few short quotes from these three 
gentlemen who have witnessed first hand the torture and the 
horror of their homeland.

• (1645 )

One gentleman told me: “You must run from building to 
building like a mouse. What is needed are peacemakers, not 
peacekeepers, but perhaps it is too late. From my Croatian 
viewpoint the United Nations was required more when the 
was first started. They are now not needed. The war would not be 
any different with or without them”.

war

I quote the second gentleman who said: “Permanent huma­
nitarian aid can only be achieved with the settlement of the 
A new approach must be found by the United Nations. The UN 
soldiers are put in a situation of humiliation. They 
serving in the capacity of peacekeeping. Bosnians have lost 
hope that the United Nations can help the problem. The United 
Nations should intervene in a new way”.

The third gentleman told me: “The United Nations huma­
nitarian assistance provides some relief, when you can get it. 
For example, my parents from May 1992 to their escape in 
August 1993 received only one package of United Nations 
supplies containing one kilo of flour and one bar of soap. The 
battle line is within 5 kilometres of my home. I live through 
constant days of fighting and you can hear bombing and gunfire 
followed by a few days of limited gunfire. Families would move 
in fear of an imminent outbreak”.

war.

are not

Even among these three people we see varied opinions as to 
the success of the humanitarian aid we are trying to place in 
Bosnia. What appears common to me in their comments howev­
er is that there will be no short-term fix to the problem. It is 
likely to be a situation where a United Nations peacekeeping 
operation will have to be considered for a very long time. Before 
that can happen, I believe, along with these people, that peace 
must be made.

The United Nations forces are now between a rock and a hard 
place. There is no consensus among the warring parties them­
selves as to the United Nations involvement in Bosnia. The 
humanitarian aid I think is appreciated. The military element I 
think is despised. The warmongers would like them to leave; the 
victims need them to stay.

I see the only option that is left to us as part of the United 
Nations force is to withdraw temporarily and re-evaluate the 
situation. Threats and ultimatums to stop the fighting have not 
worked to this point. I believe that we must take a firmer stand. I 
say this with mixed emotions. It is hard for me to stand here and 
propose withdrawal knowing full well that one of my relatives 
might die for lack of food or medical aid. Yet I know that in my 
heart we cannot continue for much longer under the present 
circumstances.


