
COMMONS DEBATES

Speech from the Throne
To correct inequities currentiy borne by some Canadian individuais, you wili

be asked to amend sections of the Indian Act, to extend spouses' aiiowances in
circumstances wisere they are now denied, to amend certain legisiation respect-
ing veterans, and to furtiser protect thse pris'acy of individuai Canadians.

You wiii aiso be asked to consider reforms to extend the power of Parliament.
Proposais wiiI be submitted to the Standing Committee on Procedure and
Organization to strengthen thse powers and resources of pariiamentary commit-
tees, tu accord more prominence to prîvate members' initiatives, and to make my
ministers more accounitable to you. Thse standing committre aiso wtii be invied
to consider the question of a permanent Speaker for tise House of Commons.

To demonstrate tise capacity of Parliament, you wiil be asked to approve tise
immediate establishment of four small select committees, with the resources and
powers necessary to enquire fuliy into the speciai needs of handicapped and
disabled Canadians; oseasures to strengthen thse mile of the s'oluotary sector in
our society, polîcies witis respect to foreign ownership, including the operatlons
of the Foreign Investment Review Agency; and measures necessary to preveot
recurring cost overruns on major goveroment projects. You wîii be inviîed to
establish a joint committee to undertake a broad enqutry into thse future
deveiopment of nuclear energv in Canada. In addition, standing commîssees of
Parliament will be invtted to examine Canadian cultural policy, Canadian
foreign policy, and thse retirement income needs of Canadians tn the 1980s.
Annual reports of crown corporations, the commissioner of officiai languages,
the Economic Council of Canada and other sîmilar bodies will be referred
automatically to the appropriate committees of Parliamens.

To broaden responsibilisy for the management of Parliament, Privy Council-
lors not members of cabinet and drawn from both sides of the House will be
învited to serve as commissioners of internai economy.

[Translation]
My ministers belteve tise greatest immediate challenge facîng Canada today is

to restore growtis, confidence and jobs to the Canadian economy. Whiie our
ecooomy faces serîous immediate problems, my governmens believes tise econom-
ic potentiai of Canada is tise strongess in the worid. My minîsters wilI propose a
five-part strategy to build on that potential.

First, my ministers will reduce the burden of goveroment on the ecooomy by
better controlling expenditures. A new expenditure management systemn bas been
introduced within the governmens so set strict over-ali speodiog limits, to ensure
that ail ministers accept full responsibility for speodîng restraînt, and to require
that funds for new programs comne from savings on existîng programs. In that
context, you will be asked to approve creasion of a Ministry of Stase for Social
Development to better co-ordinate social programs and expenditures.

My government has initîated action to reduce tise size of the federal public
service and to offer for privase purchase and ownership Crown corporations
operating in areas where direct government intervention is no longer necessary.
Legislation will be introduced to ssrengshen control over and accountability of
remaining Crown corporations. You will also be asked to approve "sunses'
legisiation to provîde a regular opporsunisy for Parliament to judge whether
governmeot programs and agencies need conttnue in their preserit form, if at ail.
Tise form of the estimates to be placed before you wiil be improved to provide
more accurate information. You will be given projections of government reve-
nues and expendîtures for the next four years so that you can judge tise probable
impact of today's decisions on tomorrow's economy.

[En glish]
Second, my government will place greater reliance on individual initiative to

generate growtis and jobs for Canadians. You will receive proposais for regulaso-
ry reform, designed to ensure that the certainty and nature of governmens
regulation encourages individual initiative and planning. Measures wii be
introduced t0 expand research and development in Canada and to further
promote exports of Canadian goods and services. You will be asked to approve
agreemens arising from thse Tokyo round of multîlaterai trade negotiations,
including adjustment measures for industries adversely affected by those agree-
ments. Tise Minister of Stase for Economic Deveiopmeni will convene a National
Economnie Developmens Conference to discuss wîth the provinces, business,
labour, co-operasives and other groups, Canada's economie goals for the decade
ahead, and how they might best bc aclsieved in a spirit of fui! economie
partnership. In that same spirit, legisiasion will be introduced to, improve the
isandling of industrial disputes wîthin federal jurisdiction.
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Thîrd, my government wiil propose measures to help individuai Canadians
build a stake in our country. You wîll be asked to approve a program of tax
credits for mortgage înterest and property taxes. Measures wili be placed before
you to assist small and medium-sîze enterprises, and ts, encoîurage miore Canadi-
ans to partîcipate in the ownership of public and prîvase enterprîses. You will be
asked to consider revisions to tise Empioymenî Tax Credit program. tise creation
of a Youtis Employment Secretariat, and other measures to create new jobs for
young Canadians. An employment strategy for women wîil be piaced before you.
Programs to assist native Canadians to deveiop and apply work skilis wili be
expanded. Changes will be introduced in tise unemploymnent insurance program
to ensure greater equity and to remove disincentives to work.

Fourtis, my government wîll ask you to support programns wisich buîid upon the
strengths of tise regions of Canada. Legisiation wîli be piaced before you to
ssrengthen tise mandate of tise Department of Regional Economîc Expansion.
You wili be asked to consider a white paper on future development of our
fisiseries resources. prepared in consultation with fisisermen, tise ftshing industry
and tise provinces. My mînisters have begun to overisaul tise grain transportation
system tisrougs appointment of a grain transportation co-ordînator, tise signîng
of agreements for tise devclopment of tise Prince Rupert terminai, and a
significant increase in hopper car capacity. A Seaway Advisory Councîl will be
created to ensure tisat users and affected areas cao contribute to polîcy concern-
ing this essential waterway. My government wiil ensure an even flow of work to
Canadian sisipyards, as wie deveiop an effective Canadian merchant fleet.
Measures wili be întroduced to encourage furtiser mining development in tise
Canadian nortis, and to strengtisen tise capacity of our swo territorial govern-
ments to manage tiseir own affairs. In co-operatton witis tise provinces and
industry, a national tourism strategy wiil be developed.

Fifth, my goveroment is committed to, making Canada seif-sufficient in energy
by 1990. To tisat end, in consultation with tise provinces, measures wili be
introduced to encourage a sîgniftcant reduction in Canada's over-ail encrgy
consumption, and to stimulate a major expansion on our capacity to suppiy and
dîstrîbute energy in varîous forms. Jo bringîng forth tisese measures, my govern-
ment accepts and respects provincial jurîsdiction over resources, as it accepts its
own responsibility to ensure economic stability, compesisive aduantage and otiser
national objectives.

My goveroment views tise dîversity of Canada as a great national asset, and is
determîned to encourage, not itmit, tise development and expression of tisat
diversîty. Tisat encouragement wîii be tise beginning princîple of tise proposais by
my mînisters for consideration by tise parliamentary commîttee revîewing cultur-
ai polîcies. It wîil be tise purpose of an amencdmeot to thse Immigration Act 10
embed on its preamble tise multicuiturai fact of Canada.

[Translation]
Legîsiation will be introduced to, encourage fuiler provincial and parliamen-

tary participation in telecommunications poiicy-making. Tise Canadian Film
Development Corporation Act will be amended to sîgnificansly increase prîvate
sector participation in tise corporatton and to broaden its mandate to encompass
development of the recording and publisising industries in Canada.

Members of the House of Comnions
During tise session you wîll be asked 50 appropriate tise funds required for thc

services and payments autisorized by Parliament.
You will be asked to approve a number of bis left pendiog ut tise dissolution

of tise previons Parliament.
You will be asked 10 consîder otiser measures.

[En glish]
Honourable Members ofthe Senate,

Members of the House of Commons,

May divine providence guide you in your deliberations.

Right Hon. Joe Clark (Prime Minister) moved:
Tisai tise speecis of His Exceilency tise Governor General delivered Ibis day

from tise throne 10 boss Houses of Parliament be taken mbt considerasion laser
Ibis day.

Motion agreed to.


