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Feed Grains

Then, they refer to differences in prices for grains
between western and eastern breeders, stili in the samne
report. The New Democrats and the Progressive Conserva-
tîves must have read it; I arn surprised to find out tonight
that, reaily, the western members do flot realize better the
probiems of Quebec after reading such a report. On page 5,
one can read the foiiowing:

The powers of the Cansdian Wheat Board enable it to control
any grain movement for export or even between the western
provinces and the remainder of the country- It is authorized to
control the import of f eed grains from other countries, except corn
grain. Moreover, as regards this grain, the board, through pres-
sures, changes its entry into the country.

There is the problem and 1 think that it is tîme for this
government to act and express itseif frankiy on this
mnatter. And this is why they say: Can you make any
concrete proposais? Upon reading this report, we find out
that eastern farmers are making concrete proposais to the
government.

Here are the first proposais:
1. The Canadian Wheat Board will be the feed grain selling

agency on the domestic market outsîde the desîgnated area.

2. The assistance to feed grain transportation is part and parcel
of Canada's feed marketing system.

3. The price of feed grain on Canada's interprovîncial market
should be determîned on the basîs of the FAIR formola .. provîd-
îng ai] Canada's grain producers are on equal termis.

4. Feed grain marketing commîttees and board in the dîfferent
provinces, in agreement wîth the Canadian Wheat Board as well
as the Canadian Fced Board should compile and publîsh weekly
statîstîcs concernîng outside-of-the-board grain prîces and trends.

5. Initial prîces .. in the case of wheat, barley and oats should
reflect the cost of production.
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6. Any policy intended to improve grain prices in a reasonable
way in the Prairie provinces wîll be accepted by Quebec providîng
eastern growers are always on equal terms.

7. The right to grant feed importation permîts should be shîftcd
from the Canadian Wheat Board to the Department of Industry,
Trade and Commerce.

8. Encouragement to any process that would mînîmîze Prairie
feed transportation costs to the consumner's areas.

9. A study should be undertaken on the futore role of the
Winnipeg Commodîty Exchange.

Such are the proposais fromt eastern farmers.

Yesterday I receivcd a letter. Mr. Speaker, if 1 have
enough time left, I should like to read it into the record te
be published in Hansard se that the ministers cao read it.

It is dated Juiy 13, 1973 and reads as follows:
Dear Sir:

The annual convention of the UPA Federation of Saguenay-Lac-
Saint-Jean set up as prîorîty for 1972-73 the solution of thc prob-
lem dvaling with the cost of feed grains for producers frutt
eastern Canada.

The same prîority was given to the provincial UPA by the
Q ceber producers at the general annual UPA convention.

The UPA was asking for a fair policy regardîng the prîce of fced
gains paîd by easteî n producers and the one paîd by western

produiers Il also recognized that such fair play could be possible
by payîng a dîlferential for the transportation and handlîng nf
grain tîurchased in the eist but comîng from the west, 'n balance
wi th the transportation and handling of stock shipped from west-
ern to eastern provinces.

0f course, the UPA ,isked that thc grain freîght assistane
policY Lie maintained.
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This polîcy is favoured by all producers of the province and
partîcularly by the producers of our region, where the imbalances
of grain prîces is felt more due to the natural limitations of the
Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean to produce its own grains and especîally
certain classes of grain. The producer of the region is thus doubly
preoccupied by this question of grain prîces, and particiilarly
those who have specialized themselves in certain types of
production.

The board of directors of the UPA of the Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean,
aware that a decîsion will shortly be taken by the federal govern-
ment on a grain polîcy for eastern Canada, urges you to support
the polîcy of the UPA concerning this question, expecting that yeu
shaîl use all your influence so that thîs policy be adopted.

The question of grain prîces in eastern Canada bas been raîsed
for a number of years and it must be solved shortly in termns of the
future of agriculture in eastern Canada and our region in particu-
lar. The UPA of Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean is therefore expecting that
you shaîl support it as best you can and assures you of its
consîderation.

That, Mr. Speaker, is what the people of my region want
and what the farmers and producers of the province of
Quebec want. They do not ask that people in western
Canada be not guaranteed a certain income; they want a
fair market, they want to sec the samne protection given te
the people in the west aiso given te those in the east, and
we must admit that it is oniy fair and reasonabie.

English]

Mr. Arnold Peters (Timniskamning): Mr. Speaker, this
debate wiii not defeat any Liberals nor wilI it gain any
Lîberal seats in the province of Quebec. However, it is a
vcry important debate. It is time the Lîberal Party looked
at what is happening in Quebec and Ontario, particuiariy
northern Ontario, with regard te feed grains. Most mcm-
bers believe in the Wheat Board operatîng as an agency te
seli western grain both domestîcally and internatîonally.
With few exceptions most people in this country agree
with that. The reason for the exceptions is that we have as
pour a minîster as possible admînistcring the act. This is
because of his lack of knowiedge on agriculture.

The Wheat Board bas donc a very good job of stabilizing
prices for western farmers and provîding equality, which
is probably more important than prîces. Wc ail know the
diffîculties that have occurred in the past few years.
Farmers in western Canada had te sell te the former
premier of Saskatchewan wheat and furniture, which he
in turn traded in for other goods. We ail remember what
took place. The Liberals are net abovc making a few bucks
on that type of eperation. If the present Premier of Sas-
katchewan asked the minîster responsible for the Wheat
Board te delay makîng any kind of statement untîl they
had an epportunîty to get some input, he would be wrong
and wouid be doing a dîsservice te Canada and to the
Whcat Board.

There is going te be a change in the eperation of the feed
grain agcncy in castern Canada. The agency wîll have te
play a new role. 1 hope it will provide eneugh feed grain in
easlern Canada te meet the need, at a prîce that is fair and
reasonable te Canadian farmers. I do not suggest that the
agency do anything but buy in western Canada (rom the
Wheat Board, the same as other agencies, on the grain
exchange. The prîce the eastern fecd grain agency pays
sheuid be exactly the samne as that paid hy nîher eisoimers

buyîng from the Wheat Board, whether it be on the inter-
national market, the demnestic market in general or the
castern feed grain market. Who is screwing the farmer in
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