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the bar of Ontario for the work of these two
outstanding members of the justiciary of
Ontario.

Item agreed to.

Demobilization and reconversion-
510. To provide for expenses in connection

with prize courts, $10,000.
Mr. DIEFENBAKER: To w'ha.t extent was

ans- action taken by prize courts in the past
year?

Mr. ILSLEY: There were no eNpenditures
in 1946 up to September 30. I believe tha-t is
the latest information we have. However,
some money is expended in some years. Týhese
are the expenditures in certain past years:

1940-41 ....................... $9,697.74
-1941l-42 ....................... 5757.09
19412-43......................... îîl
1943-44......................... iil
19414-45 ......................... nil
1945-46 ....................... 5,240.23

The main estimates were prepared at the
end of 1946, and thiere were no ex-penditures
up to September 30 of that year. This is the
usual SIO.000 vote to cover possible expendi-
turcs for 1947-48.

Mr. IIACKETT: I believe it w-as when the
Volstead Act was in effect that the department
had the grcatest amount of w'ork of 'this kind.
In thosc days ships sailed for Mexico seven
times a day fromn Windsor.

Item agreed to.

DEPART-MENT 0F TRA'NSPORT

q02. Departniental administration, $544,000.

Mr. M\ERRITT: Mr. Chairman, I wis-;h to
raise the question of the bringing of merchant
seamnen who sei-ved during the w-ar under
veterans benefits. The minister has had
representations made ito him several -times
already during the session, so that on this
occasion I 9ihall state my case briefly.

The committee will be aware that the mer-
chant searnen w-ho served in Canada's mer-
chant marine during the w-ar received very few
of the benefits w-hichi were nw-arded to the
voterans of the war. For instance, their
beneflîs in respect of educationni training
w-ere limited to vocational training, if they
were te continue at sca. Their benefits under
the Veteî-ans' Land Act w'ere available only to
those merchant seamen w-ho had suiffered dis-
ability during serviîce.

In ail thosc respects thle ýmerchant scamen
wcrc not treated as veterans. Tonight I am
asking the minister to subseribe to the prin-
ciple that merchiant, seamen were veterans. I
am not, sax-ing to him thast t-here should not

[,%r. MeMaster.]

be differences between the treatment accorded
the men ýwl- served in the armed forces and
those w,0ho served as merchant seamen,
because the conditions of service were differ-
cnt, and there may be some cases in which
there should be slight differences. However,

@ it is:my intention to ask the minisiter ho change
from. the principýle under which merchant sea-
men have some veterans' rights arising from
their war services, but with th-ose rig4ht8
defmnitely limited, ta the principle that Ithiey
have ail rights, less trhose it is necessary to
except in Order to bring about fairness and
equity am'ong ahl those who served.

I have seen various figures quoted as ta the
number who served in the merchant marine
during the w-ar. One set of figures shows that
there were 1,400 in the merchant marine in
1939. One of my colleagues places the figure
at 1,000. My figures indicate further that in
1945 there were 12,000 in the merchant, marine.
Therefore eighty-eight per cent of those who
served during the w-ar wcre temporary mer-
chant seamen for the duration of the war
nnly, and wý,ho had not chosen the sea as
th,-ir carecr. If evidence w-ere needed, I be-
lieve that is sufficient ta indicate that their
service w-as a w-ar service, and their intention
in gaing to sea w-as ho contribute to the w-ar
effort.-

The minister knows that many of them are
young chaps. Some are right out of sehool,
and their normal education was interrupted
by their desire ta serve their country during
the w-ar. May I give onc illustration of the
nature of the service they performed. A
spokesman for the group naw attending the
university of British Columbia got in touch
with me and told me there were eighteen
ex-merchant seamen studying at that uni-
versity. 11e pointed out how members of the
armed forces in much larger numbers w-ere
receiving educational benefits, w-hile the ex-
merchant seamen had ta work their w-ay
throughi utmivc'sity. I nskc'd him how nmanv
of the eighteen w-ere actually in a convoy
subjected ta torpedo attack during the w-ar.
He tlid not, know exactly, but found out and
telephonied me later ta the effeet that fifteen
of the cigliteen liad been in convoys w'hich
had suffered torpedo attack, and in m-hich
slips had been lost.

I believe that gives a god indication of the
natu-c of the sce-vice performed. and the risks
run. The tw-a sets of figures I have given (-an
leave lttie doubt that this was a war service
and should bc treated as such.

I have in mv hand a statement by one of
the officeîs of the mei-chant navy veterans


