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Inquiries of the Ministry

in council themselves. Are those to be tabled,
or are we to be asked to swallow them holus-
bolus, or what?

Mr. ILSLEY: If any member wants any
particular order I will certainly produce it,
but to produce all the orders of the wartime
prices and trade board would mean the pro-
duction of a very large number of orders. I
will not hazard a guess as to how many, but
there are a great many thousands of them
dealing with prices.

Mr. TIMMINS: In all sincerity I say that
these orders are going to become the law of
the land.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: They are now the law
of the land.

Mr. TIMMINS: Are they not to be put
into a statute?

Mr. ILSLEY: No; they are the law of the
land now. They are changing all the time and
being repealed all the time. It is quite imprac-
ticable to put them in a statute. .

Motion agreed to and the house adjourned

at 10.50 p.m.

Tuesday, April 15, 1947

The house met at three o’clock.

NEW MEMBER

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to
inform the house that the Clerk of the House
has received from the chief electoral officer
certificate of the election and return of the
following member:

Of Maurice Hartt, Esquire, for the electoral
district of Cartier.

(Translation) :
NEW MEMBER INTRODUCED

Maurice Hartt, Esquire, member for the
electoral district of Cartier, introduced by
Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent and Hon.
Ernest Bertrand.

(Text) :
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

DOMINION ELECTIONS ACT—RAILWAYS AND SHIP-
PING—CHANGES IN PERSONNEL

Right Hon. TAN A. MACKENZIE (Minis-
ter of Veterans Affairs) moved:

That the name of Mr. Richard (Ottawa East)
be substituted for that of Mr. Ross (Hamilton
East) on the special committee on the Dominion
Elections Act.

That the name of Mr. Lapointe be substituted
for that of Mr. Picard on the sessional commit-
tee on railways and shipping.

Motions agreed to.

SOAP
INQUIRY AS TO REPORTED SHORTAGE

On the orders of the day:

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN (Leader of the
Opposition) : I wish to direct a question to the
Minister of Finance. It is based on a telegram
which I received this morning, to the effect
that there is such a serious shortage of soap
in parts of Canada that it is likely to make
necessary the closing of commercial and hospi-
tal laundries, particularly in the prairie prov-
inces, Has the government been advised of
this situation, and if so, will the minister
inform the house what action, if any, has been
taken to meet it? .

Hon. DOUGLAS ABBOTT (Minister of Fin-
ance) : I received a similar telegram, as I think
every other hon. member of the house has. I
believe the telegrams must have been promp-
ted by some fear of a curtailment in the supply
of soap. As the house knows, oils and fats are
in very short supply. I mentioned this yester-
day. The administrator of oils and fats has
issued a directive requiring soap manufact-
urers to maintain their present quotas of soap
to industrial users, which would include
laundries and hospitals. So in the event of a
shortage of soap it will not interfere with thiose
institutions, though it may affect the ability
of members of the house to have their usual
morning bath.

CATTLE

REPORT AS TO QUOTA ON SLAUGHTERING FOR
DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION

On the orders of the day:

Mr. J. G. DIEFENBAKER (Lake Centre) :
I should like to direct a question to the Min-
ister of Agriculture arising out of a wire which
I do not think has been widely distributed.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Louder.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: I am afraid I can-
not give hearing to my hon. friends over there.
The telegram states that the placing of quotas
by the government on live stock slaughtering
for domestic distribution was protested at a
mass meeting of wholesalers, processors and
retail distributors held in Winnipeg on Sunday,
and then it goes on to set out the protest. Is
the minister about to introduce a quota system
on cattle slaughtered for consumption in Can-
ada, and if so, before this is done will an oppor-
tunity be given both producers and consumers
to make their protests to the minister?

Right Hon. J. G. GARDINER (Minister of
Agriculture) : I have heard no discussion any-



