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Mr. LOW: T will.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I will accept that. I
cannot understand Mr. Symington’s account
not being in. It seems a strange proceeding.

Mr. LOW: T may say that inquiry was
made about an account of Mr. Lafleur’s four
months after the work had been done by him,
but even at that late day we had to ask
Mr. Lafleur to let us know what his fees
were in connection with that work.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Mr. Symington, though,
was down here for some time after the inquiry
was all over, and had plenty of time to put
his account in.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 wonder he did not ask
for something on account, being a lawyer.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I fancy it is likely he
has. But it does not look to me as though
the government was anxious that the amount
be brought down. As a matter of fact the
whole employment of Mr. Symington or of
anybody else was wholly unnecessary. I have
read the report of the inquiry, and if he had
been employed by Sir William Petersen he
could not have served the interests of Sir
William Petersen’s end of the contract more.
He served apparently as counsel for the
government through the whole matter. Now,
the one other thing I wish to ask for is this:
that at the same time I receive an answer to
the question which is on the order paper, No.
2, which asks what sums in addition to
the estimates the government has requested
parliament to authorize payment of in gov-
ernment measures during the session of 1925.
Nobody would suggest I have not right to
that.

Mr. LOW: I am inclined to think the
Secretary of State (Mr. Copp) answered that
Gquestion to-day.

Mr. MEIGHEN: He has not, because I
brought it up. Not only did he not answer
it, but the Minister of Justice (Mr. Lapointe),
using language which I think he ought to
regret, expressed the view that I had no right
to it because I could go to work myself, dig
intc it and get it. As everyone knows, the
purpose of questions is to get, not the author-
ity of some individual, but the authority of
government for data. That is what I have
asked for several times in this House and
that is what I want now to ask. If I have
the minister’s undertaking that that will come
to-morrow, I will accept that.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil):
partment does it come under?
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What de-

Mr. MEIGHEN: It does not come under
any special department except Finance. It
is not difficult to get. I know I coula do it.
Any official of the government could do it
in half an hour. It is not to avoid the work
I am asking it; it is because I want the
authority of the government behind the
answer, which I am entitled to have, which
the people of Canada are entitled to have,
and which as a representative I ask for. The
purpose of questions is just that purpose.

Mr. LOW: So far as my own department
is concerned, I can assure the hon. gentleman
I will be very glad to do it, but I cannot
speak for all the departments.

Mr. MEIGHEN: All anyone has to do is
to go over the bills that are here—they are
all introduced in the Commons, not in the
Senate—and from those bills compile the
answer. I do not ask a minister to do it. I
ask that it be done by a proper officer, and
I want the undertaking of the government
that it shall be done. The question was asked
in abundance of time.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil):
not be very hard to answer it.

Mr. MEIGHEN: The Minister of Justice
told me I could do it myself very quickly.
He fails to realize what the real purpose of
questions is. If anyone will give me that
undertaking on behalf of the government, I
am satisfied.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I will take
it up in the morning for you.

Mr. GARDINER: Now the minister has
satisfied the right hon. leader of the oppo-
sition, would he satisfy the House to the
same extent? Can he give the information
now?

Mr. LOW: No,_ I cannot.

Mr, MEIGHEN: The hon. member is
quite right. I was 2 little bit selfish in speak-
ing for myself. It is the House that requires
the information, not myself, and I think it
should be given before the House adjourns,
so that it will go on the record and every-
body can see it. I do not know whether it
is the purpose to sit to-morrow or not. If
it is not, I can see it will be difficult to have
the information go on the record but if
we sit to-morrow, will the minister undertake
it will be in such form that it will zo on the
record?

Mr. LOW: Yes.
Mr. MEIGHEN: All right, I accent that.

It should



