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make just this comment, that the whole ques-
tion of the cattie trade betïween Canada and
the Old Country rests, at the present time,
upon this question of freight rates. I have
no hesitation in saying that if the present rate
continues, the traffic will drwindle and die, be-
cause farmers will soon get tired of raising
catti-e just to create freight for ocean steam.-
ships, just as they will soon get tired of rais-
ing grain in order to, provide traffic for rail-
ways. There must be a reasonable profit for
the man who is carrying on the work.

I was rather surprised when I read the
seventh clause in the Speech from the Throne,
dealing with the Senate. Some reference had
been made to speeches delivered throughout
the country during the recess; and from some
speeches delivered hy the Prime Minister we
expected that something drastic was going
to happen to the Senate at this session. But
the language now in the Speech from the
Throne is much more careful and guarded, and
I am beginning to think that the Senate are
getting more firmly placed in their seats and
they are flot likely to 'be disturbcd, at least
for some years to corne. While I believe in a
second chamber, my littie experience in this
Huse having led me to the conclusion that
it is quite possible that ill-considered legisla-
tion may slip through and that some check is
necessary, I think it is an anachronism to
have a non-elective body, a body whose mem-
bers are appointed for life, which. can per-
manently defy the enactments of this bouse.
Certainly sorne other systemn of carrying on
the 'business of the country will eventually
have to be adopted, and I hope this govern-
ment will have the courage to tackle the ques-
tion in the very near future.

We are promised some amendments Vo the
Grain Act which wilil, be a very important
document, and we are also asked to deal with
some trade agreements. These matters I will
lýeave for discussion at a more opportune
time.

We are told that the estimates are being
prepared with extreme care and wîÎth eýconomy
kept a'lways in mmnd. I do not mind exïpress-
ing my opinion as regards the method in
which the astimatee corne bel ore tuhis Houffe.
I have always feit, coming into, tàis bouse
as a isayman, knowing 11othing about the
situation, that our method of criticising the
estimates is very lamne, the idea being Vo dtrag
the information out of the minîster, to get
ail we can out of him. I am' not casting any
blarne on any particular meinher of the gov-
ernînent, but it is evident verY ofiten thaît the
least said the soonest mended. and the min-
ister, perhaps, sometimes knows just as rnuch
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about the subi ect-I say t"hi quite candidly
and flot in any derogatory mnner-as the
member who asks for inloqmation. For
instance, the Minister of the Interior (Mr.
Stewart) rnay have thousands of emaployees
in bis departrnent and it is im~possible that
hie sheuld be famiiar with al, the work they
are doing. The systern is wrong and a better
meithod should be devised whereby members
can oriticise the estimates more intdligeutly.
Every year estimates -are brought down for
improvements all along the Atlantic coast.
Probably we devote our energies Vo blocking
sornething the blocking of wthich is an abso-
lu-te necessity, yet ait the sarne time we let
sorne vote slip tbrough that is not needed at
all. That is not the proper way Vo do business.
I hope 'the goverament wifl practie every
possible economy, -do no unnecessary work and
do whait is necessary in the most efficient
manner. The country is impatient as regards
taxation. We know that every goveramnent
professes economy and every goverament, to
sorne extent, praotises extravagance. The
sooner tha-t sort of thing sto~ps, the better.

I want Vo make just a f ew general observa-
tions in olosing. Perhaps a better day is
dawning for Canada and I arn hopefuil for
the future. I know ver wehl that we are. not
yet out of the woods; -that we have many
troubles Vo meet. The other evening I picked
up a Scottish newspaper that a friend had
sent me and I read a speech that had been
dedivered in the town of Berwick, which is
neither in Scotland no-r in England, but just
between tlhe two. This speech was delivered
by.an Alberta farmer whe gave a most glow-
ing acocount of conditions in Alberta and of
what coulýd be accompliEhed, in, the way of
wheat growing. In faot, hie pointed out that
Canada, western Canada in particular, was a
rnost desirable place to live in. H1e also mnade
this statement which I hape will go abroad,
that it was a paradise for women. The saine
evening, in discussing western conditions with
a friend, I beard the story of people ,living
on the prairies who were unable Vo secure tihe
bare neceasities of if e. I have no douht as
to the tru-th of both of those sitatemients. And
that just ecplains how difficuit it is for an
easterner to get an accurate conception of
conditions in western Canada. We have a
good country and under proper conditions I
can, without any hiesitation, advise inmmigra-
tion into that country; but we wanit to me
conditions madle sujitable for people whio desire
Vo, earn an 'honest and decent living.

At the present time we hear a good deal
about our natural resources and we some-
times geV tired of the terni. A section of the


