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FlI‘St of all I should. like to express my tnanl's to
thf—‘ President and Dlrectors of the Société Historique Franco-
Az m...Co.lIlG. I fully appreciate the honour bestow red upon e,
arg realize that I owe it more to the poultlon vhich I occupy
then to my own personal worth. However, it is as a private
irdividual that I am here tonight, as, contrary to. belief, one
is really FPrime Liinister only in his own count"v Hov 'ever I
wish to express ny profound gratltude o you for having glven us
the opp o*'tunlty to participate in the celebration of tho SOth
_enniversary of your organization. ' .

Half a cen tury in the life of an indiv 1dua1 a
Scciety or a nation, represents an important mlle.;tone and it
is worthy of cpeccial nmention. The years between 1900 aud 1950
have been particularly weighty in the-history of huranity.
vill leave to others better qualified than myself the task of
recording the E,lOI‘lOllS achievenents of your Society during that
veriod; however, it is ny great privilege to offer to your
Society on this occasion the congratulations of Canada. I do
this all the nore freely because your Society, on account of its
aizs and its influence, is entitled to the ad..;ration of every
Canadian. If there are-degrees in the feelings of friendship
vaich nmy country beers towards the United States, those whose
encestors arc the same as ours, are nearcr to us than any other
groun, Therefore, I bring you these greetings tonight on
behalf of your brothers and friends in Canada.

The half century which vill come o an end in a few
days will have bcen one of the nost cventful periods in the
aistory of the vorld. Iupires have crumbled like 'chatezsux de
cartes!; continents have been shalzen to their foundations;
civilizations which were considered to be eternally stable now
have begur to doubt their solidity. Scientific discoveries
have redically altered basic notions vhich were traditionally
accepted ws matter of fact.  But it is no less true that the
drogress of gcmr‘cc and the develov"'ent of rreans of communi-
cation have given the world a unity and a feeling of solidarity
vkiich did not exist before our tine.

- Although the llorth Anericen ccontinent has knovn nore
Security and veacec than other narts of the world, wec have notb
been stranpcrs to the march of time. Jnother I‘uctor which has
lntcr 1fled our participation in the 1life of other continents is
he grov ing 1nflwnce of our tvwo countries due largely to the
growvth of our populations snd the exploitation of our natural




