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F'irst of all, : I should. like to express ny thanl,s to
the President and Directors of the S ociété Historique Franco-
iyicaine . I fully appreciate the honour .bestowed upon me,
ar.d realize tlzat I owe it more to the position z°:hich I occupy
th:n to rry oïn nersonal rrorth . Hoz°rever, it is as a private
individual that I am here tonight, as, contrar; to . belief, one
is réally Prime Minister only in his oz°Jn country . Ho;-:ever, I
wish to exp ress ray p i found g ratitude to you for having given us
the opp ort inity to participate in the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of your organization. -~

Half a cer.tury in the life of an individual, a
Society or a nation, represents an important m ile stone, and it
is crerthy of special ncntion . The years betz:een 1900 and 1950
have becn narticularly r,aiShty in the -history of huimi nity. I
vrill leave to others better qualified than raysell the tas!; of
recordin g the glorious achieve:ents of your Society during that
period ; however, it is ray great privilege to offer to your
Scciet~' on this occasion the con gratulations of Canada . I do
this all the more freely because your Society, on account of its
ai:cs and its influence, is entitled to the ad miration of every
Canadian . If there are-dcgrees in the feelings of friendship
v:':ich my country bears to;rards the United States, those erhose
ancestors arc the sa:ae as ours, are nearer to us than any other
5routi . iherefore, I brin g you these €reetinSs tonight on
behalf of your bro trwrs and friends in Canada .

The half c en t ur y i:hi eh wi 11 con `n an end in a f
days will have been one of the r,ost eventful periods in the
_.istory of the ;.orld . :ÿûpires have crumbled like ' cha teau x de
Cartes' ; continents have been shaLen to their f oundations ;
civilizations which z•rere considered to be eternally stable nozr
Ï ave borun to doubt their solidity. Scientif ic discoveries •
have re d'zcally altered basic notions ti;hich were traditionally
acce7teq as ma tter of f act . But it is no less true tha t the
D ro€ress of science and the develo?:ment of means of corar:uni-
cation have g iven the world a unit;r and a feeling of solidarity
~'th ich did not e,.ist before our ti ne .

Although the I;orth A.:erican continent has known more
security and reace than other parts of the Z•rorld, ~:e have not
been stranrers to the rrarch of ~ tir:e . Ano the r factor -,:hich ha s
inter.;ified our participation in the lif e cf other continents is
the cr~ •: ing ir~ lue ne e of our t wo countries due largely to the
~ro.rth cf our populo, Lions and the exploitation of our r_atural


