> At the time of the abduction or retention, the Convention applied between
Canada and the country to which your child has been taken and/or, in
some cases, is travelling through.

> Your child is under 16 years of age.

Application for the Return of a Child
I. WHAT TO DO FIRST

If your child has been abducted to or is being retained in a country other than
Canada and you are aware of the location, you should contact the office of your
provincial or territorial Attorney General and/or Minister of Justice. These
departments have special sections designated as the central authority for your
province or territory, which are responsible for the administration of the Hague
Convention. The federal Department of Justice is also a central authority and
provides assistance to the provinces and territories. A list of all the Canadian
central authorities is contained in Section VI. The central authority can provide
you with information on the countries that are signatories to the Hague

Convention, and can advise you on how to proceed with an application.

As of August 2009, the Convention applied between Canada and the fol-
lowing countries:

Argentina, Australia, Austria, the Bahamas, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Chile, China (Hong Kong and Macau Special
Administrative Regions only), Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech
Republic, Denmark (except the Faroe Islands and Greenland), Ecuador, El
Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Hungary,
[celand, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Macedonia (known as Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in UN and other international bodies), Malta,
Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Turkmenistan, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (including Isle of Man, Cayman
Islands, Falkland Islands, Montserrat, Bermuda), the United States of America,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe.

In some instances, the Convention may not apply to dependent territories of
these countries. It is, therefore, important to verify whether the Convention will
apply to your situation. The number of countries to which the Convention
applies continues to increase. The website for the | lague Convention provides an
up-to-date listing (hrtp://hech.e-vision.nl).
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